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Bosses at 
Kristian's 
gym will 
fight on 

BOSSES at the Halesowen 
gymnastics club of Olympic 
medal-winner Kristian 
Thomas have vowed to fight 
to secure funding after losing 
a vital sports grant. 

The news came after a pro¬ 
posed move to new premises 
fell through at the 11th hour 
to the surprise of officials. 

Earls Gymnastics Club was 
to start work this week on an 
active health centre at the 
former Wheel Spin go-kart- 
ing track in Dudley Road 
after receiving planning per¬ 
mission from Dudley Council. 

The move from the club’s 
existing home at Earls High 
School was described as criti¬ 
cal to the club’s future and 
was to be paid for by the 
£281,000 grant awarded by 
British Gymnastics in 
November. 

But a breakdown in negoti¬ 
ations between the club and a 
prospective new landlord this 
week ended any chance of the 
20-year lease being agreed - 
and sees the club lose the cash 
grant, which must be spent 
by the end of March. 

Club chairman Jon 
Caulwell said the problems 
lay over an £80,000 deposit 
required for security of the 
site. He said: “It has been 
very very disappointing, we 
have literally been left at rock 
bottom at the very last 
moment. It is my job as chair¬ 
man to start us up again, look 
for a new site and get chasing 
funding again.” 

Fishing ban 
will be lifted 

PLANS to lift a three-month 
fishing ban at a pool on the 
Dudley border have been 
rubber-stamped. 

It is claimed the three- 
month closed season at 
Great Pool, in Himley Park, 
is leading to illegal fishing. 

Councillor Tracey Wood, 
agreed to lift the ban, gener¬ 
ally operating between mid- 
March and mid-June, 
temporarily for this year. 

Councillor Wood said the 
move would allow officers to 
evaluate the impact of allow¬ 
ing year-round fishing in the 
pool and what happens to the 
number of suspected thefts. 


TOWN'S RIVER TO 

GET BIG CLEAN-UP 


by Sharon Marris 


A BIG clean-up of the River Stour, which runs through 
Halesowen, is being planned by campaigners. The move 
comes in the wake of concerns that it has become a 
dumping ground for chemicals and filth. 


They are appealing for ideas from local 
also flows through Stourbridge and into 
Country Wildlife Trust hopes to breathe 

Jobs at risk 
as hospital 
cuts laundry 

UP to 14 jobs are at risk under plans to axe 
the staff uniform laundry service as part of 
cost-cutting measures at Dudley’s Russells 
Hall Hospital, it has emerged. 

Staff are being asked to wash their own 
uniforms instead as bosses bid to trim £15 
million off their budgets by March next 
year. 

It comes as up to 64 positions are also 
under threat as part of proposals to reduce 
the opening hours of the canteen. The pro¬ 
posal to axe the laundry service for staff uni¬ 
forms will save the Dudley Group NHS 
Foundation Trust £63,000 per year. 

Unison, which represents workers at the 
hospital, said up to 14 jobs could be under 
threat. The union’s regional organiser 
Tracy Wood said: “We have been told they 
are looking to reduce the laundry staff and 
we are in consultation. It’s very sad times 
and very hard for the workers whose jobs 
are under threat.” 

Interserve have confirmed a 30-day con¬ 
sultation was underway with laundry staff 
as well as the canteen workers but said it 
was too early to confirm exactly how many 
jobs would be lost. 

Chief executive Paula Clark said: “The 
Trust has taken the decision to stop this 
laundry service from April 1. This brings 
The Dudley Group in line with many other 
NHS trusts.” 

• Charges - page 3 


people about how to improve the river, which 
Kidderminster. The Birmingham and Black 
new life into the river that gives its name to 
Stourbridge. Spokesman Pip Bradley said 
the Stour was suffering pollution caused 
by careless disposal of everything from 
washing machine detergents to car wash 
chemicals. 

She said: “People tend to put anything 
down the sink and just assume it goes to 
the sewer when, most of the time, it is 
going into the surface water drains and 
into the local water ways. 

“Some people will even put paint down 
the sink thinking it will go down the sewer. 
We get all sorts of nasty things go down 
there.” 

Miss Bradley said most of the tiny ani¬ 
mals and bugs that lived in and beside the 
river were those that could cope with the 
pollution. 

But she said: “We want to increase the 
number of species that are not tolerant of 
the pollution and to do that we need to 
improve the water quality. 

Economic 

“Living along the river are a whole host 
of water birds who would also benefit from 
cleaner water.” 

The Stour, which has played a large part 
in the region’s economic history, is a major 
tributary to the River Severn and is about 
25 miles long. 

Miss Bradley said it was this close link 
with industry which had seen it struggle 
with pollution. 

She added: “It’s quite an old river now 
and we weren’t always so hot on pollution 
issues back then. It wasn’t called the Black 
Country for nothing. 

“But now we’re trying to take care of 
these issues a lot more.” 

Miss Bradley said there was no public 
consultation event but thoughts on the 
river or its possible improvement can be 
sent to her via pip.b@bbcwildlife.org.uk or 
by phoning 0779 107 0991 before March 
14. She will then produce a report based on 
the ideas and present this to the Environ¬ 
ment Agency. 



Checking out some lights at the Ups & Downs Group at St Peter’s Church, Halesowen are, from 
left, William Sagar, aged five, mother Jemma Sagar - who co-runs the group - and Harry Sagar, two 


Group grant that makes sense 


A HALESOWEN group which supports chil¬ 
dren with Down’s Syndrome and their fam¬ 
ilies has been awarded almost £5,000 for 
new toys and equipment. 

Ups & Downs was awarded the £4,595.20 
from Dudley Council. 

Jemma Sagar, who runs the group along 
with Joanna Dutton, said she was thrilled 
when she found out her application had 
been successful. 

Mrs Sagar, aged 33, of Lapal in Hale¬ 
sowen, said: “We haven’t bought everything 
yet but so far the children love it. They have 
really enjoyed playing with some of the new 
toys.” 

Among the toys already bought are a sen¬ 
sory tent but there are plans to also buy 
other sensory toys, soft padding so the chil¬ 
dren don’t hurt themselves and other spe¬ 


cialist equipment. Mrs Sagar hopes some of 
the toys to be bought for the group will keep 
the children entertained and amused. 

The group already has bubble tubes, sen¬ 
sory blocks and messy play equipment for 
children to enjoy. 

Ups & Downs, which meets every second 
Saturday, has just celebrated its 10-month 
anniversary and has about 40 families on its 
books but about 10 families regularly attend 
every month. 

Mrs Sagar, who is mother to five-year-old 
William and two-year-old Harry who has 
Down’s, said parents and their children had 
even come from Milton Keynes to be a part 
of Ups & Downs. Meetings are held on the 
second Saturday of each month at St Peter’s 
Church, Hiplands Road, Halesowen. The 
group also holds social events. 


Warning 
of tough 
times by 
councillor 

THE boss of finance at Dud¬ 
ley Council is warning there 
are tough times ahead fol¬ 
lowing the rubber-stamping 
of the council’s budget. 

Council tax will be frozen 
for a third year in a row 
under the Labour-proposed 
budget agreed on Monday - 
but savings of £27.5million 
over the next three years 
will need to be found. 

Councillor Peter Lowe, 
said the cuts were in 
response to the 19 per cent 
reduction in funding from 
the Government over the 
next three years. 

He said a decision to keep 
council tax frozen for a third 
year running was down to 
the current economic situa¬ 
tion and a four-month con¬ 
sultation which involved 
more than 4,000 people. 

Most people answering 
the consultation said they 
would pay more in their 
council tax - but 60 per cent 
said an increase should not 
be more than two per cent. 

Councillor Lowe said: “We 
think in these hard eco¬ 
nomic times and having lis¬ 
tened to the people of Dudley 
that a council tax freeze is by 
far the best option we can 
offer. 

“Make no doubt, there are 
tough times ahead, but if we 
can continue to listen to the 
public and find ways to save 
money while, where possible 
keeping community assets, 
we will be pleased,” he 
added. 

DNA scheme 
on burglars 

POLICE are leading a new 
scheme aimed at beating 
prolific burglars across Dud¬ 
ley. 

They say the time has 
come to hit back at thieves 
who are breaking into 
homes and businesses to 
steal precious items. 

Officers will visit victims 
and use a liquid to mark 
property and the entry to 
premises where burglars 
may force their way inside. 

It brands items with an 
“DNA code”, allowing police 
to link a suspect to the stolen 
items or raided property. 


Whether you or your loved ones need only an hour a week or full time attention, our care packages can be tailored to suit your specific needs. 



OUR AIM is to aid our clients in their own homes to 
maintain their independence, self worth and dignity. 


Call today for an 
informal chat 


■ Bespoke Home Care Sevices 

■ Temporary Respite Care 

■ Short Term Recovery Care 


and feel the weight 
being lifted 

Specialist in Dementia care and mental health 


ft 



WE TAKE CARE OF 

EVERYTHING 

■ PERSONAL CARE 

■ PROMPT MEDICATION 

■ HOUSEHOLD TASKS 
MEALS AND MORE 




42 Halesowen Road, Halesowen West Midlands B62 9AY 


tT 0121 421 3733 / 0121 421 3715 www.stiled-homeservices.co.uk 
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Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
The Chronicle and the Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Halesowen who can help: 
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What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 
Email your information and pictures to 
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Almost 90 per cent get first school 


CLOSE to nine out of 10 pupils in 
Dudley have landed their first- 
choice secondary school place this 
year. 

Council chiefs said 89 per cent of 
pupils will get their first preference, 
which is an improvement on last 
year. Tens of thousands of children 
across the country have been finding 
out which school they will be going 
to in September. 

The number of pupils being 


offered their top choice school in 
Dudley has increased slightly from 
88 per cent last year to 89 per cent 
this year. 

For the 2013 year there were a 
total of 3,206 secondary applications 
- this was down on last year’s figure 
3,258. Of those, around 2,853 have 
been offered their first choice for the 
September 2013 year. This compares 
to 2,867 applications last year. 

Dudley Council spokesman Phil 


Parker said this year 98 per cent of 
pupils received a place at one of 
their top three choice schools. 

Meanwhile in Sandwell around 80 
per cent of pupils will get their first 
preference. 

For the 2013 year there were 
4,503 secondary applications that 
included a Sandwell school as a pref¬ 
erence. Of those, a total of 3,476 
applications listed a Sandwell school 
as a first preference and of those, 


2,743 were offered. This compares to 
4,543 applications for the Septem¬ 
ber 2012 year that included 
Sandwell school as a preference. 

Of those, there were 3,699 first 
preferences for a place in a Sandwell 
school and out of those, 2,731 were 
offered - 73.83 per cent. 

Figures released in October last 
year revealed that more than 3,000 
arents in the Black Country and 
taffordshire lodged appeals. 


Freeman honour will 
be hostin' says Lenny 


COMEDIAN Lenny Henry said it was bostin’ 
news to be granted the Freedom of Dudley 
borough - and the town still had a special 
place in his heart. 

The popular star and Comic Relief campaigner will be 


formally presented with the 

Campaign 
joy as new 
medals to 
be awarded 

A FUTURE Mayor of Dud¬ 
ley will be called on to pres¬ 
ent a batch of newly-created 
Second World War medals, 
under plans by veterans and 
families who campaigned for 
them. 

The Ministry of Defence 
has unveiled a design for the 
Arctic Star medal for the 
men and women who served 
on the convoys taking sup¬ 
plies to Russia during the 
war. 

The medals, which will 
begin to be sent out within 
weeks, were made in answer 
to a long campaign by veter¬ 
ans and their families for 
formal recognition for their 
work. 

Widow Phyllis Coyle’s 
husband Mick served as a 
stoker with the Royal Navy 
between 1942 and 1947, and 
sailed with four convoys to 
Russia. She said the medals 
should be presented at a for¬ 
mal occasion by a borough 
civic dignitary, such as the 
mayor. 

Mrs Coyle, who paid for a 
memorial in tribute to the 
veterans at the National 
Memorial Arboretum in 
Alrewas, hopes it will be the 
next Mayor of Dudley. 

Mrs Coyle, aged 84, of 
Derwent Close, Pensnett, 
said: “I’m delighted we’re 
finally getting the medal.” 


honour later this year after 
councillors agreed he should 
be recognised. The 54-year- 
old was awarded the Free¬ 
man honour despite claims 
he failed to give enough back 
to the town. 

But Lenny, who was born 
near Buffery Park, attended 
Blue Coat School and often 
cites stories of growing up in 
Dudley during his stand up 
tours, stressed his creden¬ 
tials as he spoke of his 
delight at being awarded the 
honour. 

“This is hostin’ news,” he 
said. “Since my beginnings 
in showbusiness in 1975, I 
have reserved a special place 
for Dudley in my heart. 

“These Black Country 
thoughts have helped me to 
endure through good times 
and bad. 

Permeated 

“Memories of Buffery 
Park and Douglas Road, 
Constitution Hill and Hall 
Street and the canal tunnel 
and my best friends have 
permeated my stand-up rou¬ 
tines and writing. 

“Dudley is a touchstone to 
me and I hope that comes 
across in my work. 

“Thank you to everyone 
who voted for me and big 
love and respect to all my 
siblings and all my family 
and friends who still abide in 
Dudley. I think yow’m all 
great.” 

His most recent show in 
the town came in May 2011 
as part of his Cradle to Rave 
tour which was based 
around much of his early life 
and career. He recalled 
nights in the Queen Mary 
ballroom disco in the 
grounds of Dudley Zoo with 
a DJ called Oscar Michael, 
where he first took to the 
stage to impersonate Elvis. 



Teacher Liz Cole and Justin Corfield, from Dudley Council’s Green Care, with pupils 
from Lutley Primary School who helped to plant trees which will form an avenue 


PUPILS have helped plant a new genera- bers of The Friends of Huntingtree Park 
tion of trees in a Halesowen park creating a group. Group members say the lime and 
feature for visitors. hornbeam trees, which border the path to 

When fully-grown, it is hoped the trees entrance, are among a range of improve- 
will create an avenue inside Huntingtree ments planned. 

Park at the Thornhill Road entrance. The children were also given information 

The Year 5 pupils from Lutley Primary packs about the trees by Dudley council 
School were invited to take part by mem- Green Care staff. 


Lovers are 
sentenced 
to life for 
murder 

A VICE girl and her 
boyfriend have been jailed 
for life for the torture and 
murder of a businessman for 
his money. 

Judge Simon Tonking 
jailed Emma Bate and 
Paramjit Singh for the mur¬ 
der of former Stourbridge 
businessman Richard Sher- 
ratt. 

Bate and Singh killed the 
57-year-old father-of-three 
during a midnight robbery 
at his home in Bridgnorth. 

The raid was planned by 
Bate to raise cash to pay off 
debts run up because of her 
drug addiction. 

Mr Sherratt, who used to 
live in Kinver and Stour¬ 
bridge, died within an hour 
of the attack. He suffered 38 
injuries, including five blows 
to the head, a stab wound to 
his arm and puncture marks 
to his face and neck. 

Judge Tonking told Bate 
she would serve a minimum 
of 25 years for the murder, 
and Singh was ordered to 
serve at least 18 years. They 
were also given 10 years, 
each to run concurrently, for 
robbery. 

Mr Tonking told the pair: 
“Having left Richard Sher¬ 
ratt injured on his bed sur¬ 
rounded by his own blood, 
both of you were indifferent 
about his fate.” 

Yeltz snaps 
on display 

PROMOTION-chasing 
Halesowen Town are trying 
to catch the eye off the field 
as well. 

Throughout March, the 
club’s official photographer 
Steve Evans - father of goal¬ 
keeper Paul - has a selection 
of his Yeltz photographs on 
show in the library at Hale¬ 
sowen Cornbow Centre. 

There is also a collection 
of stock from the club shop. 
The library opens from 9am- 
7pm Monday to Friday, 9am- 
5pm on Saturdays and 
10am-2pm on Sundays. Visit 
www. ht-fc. com/matchday-a- 
news/latest-news/2473-yeltz- 
on-display.html. 


Plans for office 

PLANS to convert a vacant 
office block in Dudley into 
flats will go before council¬ 
lors next week. 

Regal Invest LLP has sub¬ 
mitted proposals for Nexia 
House in The Broadway. 

The scheme will be dis¬ 
cussed by the development 
control committee on March 
11 . 
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Chiropody Clinic 
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disabled friendly access 
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• Diabetic Footcare 
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Calls for 
chapel to 
be bigger 

COUNCIL funding to 
improve Stourbridge Cre¬ 
matorium has been wel¬ 
comed - but ward 
councillors say they still 
want more to be done. 

At a full Dudley Council 
meeting, members agreed to 
a proposed capital funding 
budget, which included 
£68,000 to be spent on bring¬ 
ing the crematorium up to 
current standards. 

The work will see Dudley 
Council, the crematorium’s 
operator, upgrade equip¬ 
ment and refurbish the 
chapel. 

But Councillor Elizabeth 
Walker said more needed to 
be spent on increasing the 
capacity of the chapel to stop 
people having to stand 
outside during services. She 
said: “It is extremely diffi¬ 
cult to address the whole 
assembly at a funeral when 
many people are stood 
outside. 

“We really need to look at 
increasing the capacity, as 
well as the work planned.” 

Councillor David Caunt 
said: “It has been my misfor¬ 
tune to visit a services at 
Stourbridge Crematorium. 

“It strikes me that the 
money put foward is not 
enough - this is a big project. 
I wonder if we could create 
more space within the 
chapel.” 

New service 
for housing 

A NEW housing support 
service has been set up for 
residents in Dudley. The 
council’s housing depart¬ 
ment is running a drop-in 
service. 

In Halesowen sessions are 
held at the Hope Centre, 
Block 11, Andrew Road, 
Halesowen on Wednesdays 
from 10am until noon. In 
Brierley Hill at the housing 
office, Yeovil Court, Brierley 
Hill on Thursday from 10am 
until noon. In Stourbridge 
sessions are held at Stour¬ 
bridge Library, Market 
Street, Stourbridge on 
Thursdays from 1.30pm 
until 3.30pm. 


Talking dramas 

A WORLD famous play¬ 
wright will be coming to a 
village near Stourbridge to 
talk about one of his latest 
plays. 

David Edgar, aged 65, will 
talk to Belbroughton History 
Society at the village’s 
church hall on March 20, 
starting at 8pm. One of his 
most recent works is called 
Written on the Heart. Admis¬ 
sion to the event is £2.50. 


Russells Hall parking fees to rise in cutbacks 


NEWS 

in brief 


PARKING charges will rise and canteen 
opening hours will be slashed as part of 
cost-cutting measures at Dudley’s three 
hospitals. 

Staff will also be asked to wash their uni¬ 
forms at home rather than use the hospital 
trust’s laundry service, which is being 
axed. Dudley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust, which runs the sites, including Rus¬ 
sells Hall Hospital, needs to save £15 
million by March 2014. 

Bosses say proposals to increase car park 
fees will bring in more than £300,000 a 
year, which can be spent on clinical serv¬ 


ices. It means from April it will cost £5.50 
to park for more than three hours - up from 
£5.40. 

Free parking time has been cut from 30 
to 10 minutes and it will now cost £1 to 
park for up to 30 minutes, when previously 
there had been no charge. 

Under the plans, parking for up to an 
hour will be increased to £2 from £1.30. 

The fee for up to one and a half hours will 
be £3 - up from £1.90 and the cost of 
parking for up to three hours will rise to £4 
from £3.20. 

Parking fees were last increased in 


August 2011. Chief executive Paula Clark 
said: “We do not take decisions to increase 
charges to patients lightly and this brings 
the cost of our parking in line with many 
other trusts locally.” 

Plans to scale-back the canteen opening 
hours at Russells Hall, including closing it 
at weekends, will save the hospital trust 
£110,000 per year. 

Staff are being consulted on the move 
which has put up to 64 jobs at risk. 

Union bosses have spoken out against 
the move and have vowed to work the hos¬ 
pital to “minimise job losses”. Hospital 


bosses say the move follows a reduction in 
customers. Under the proposals, the 
canteen would only be open between 7am 
and 2.30pm Monday to Friday. 

It is currently open between 7am and 
8pm each day. The Costa Coffee branch will 
not be affected by the changes. 

Ms Clark said: “Any decisions to reduce 
services or facilities that we provide are 
very difficult to make but, as our commit¬ 
ment to providing the highest standard of 
care for patients remains our highest prior¬ 
ity, we feel it is better to make savings from 
non clinical services.” 


Increased charges at hospital 
are attacked as just greedy 


COUNCILLORS in Dudley have attacked the 
planned rises in car park charges at Russells 
Hall Hospital as greedy. 

Charges will go up at the site from April in a move aimed 
at bringing in more than £300,000 a year. 

Labour councillor Bryan Cotterill, who has campaigned 
to keep the car parking free of charge, said the proposals 
were “absolutely appalling and immoral”. 

The Quarry Bank and Dudley Wood councillor said: 

“People don’t go to hospital H U«» Qhjamn MarriS 
for the joy of it. They go Ondron IVIdmS 


because they’re poorly or to 
visit someone who is poorly. 

“I can see no justification 
for these charges apart from 
greed. 

“We live in a greedy and 
selfish society.” 

Councillor Cotterill was a 
patient at the hospital in 
January and said the 
charges his visitors had to 
pay left him “fuming”. 

Profit 

He said he would like to 
hear from hospital car park 
managers Interserve what 
sort of profit it makes from 
the car park “because this is 
just hurting people when 
they’re at their lowest”. 

The proposals were 
announced this week as part 
of wider plans by Dudley 
Group NHS Foundation 
Trust to save £15 million in 
2014-15. 

Dudley Council leader 
David Sparks said: “The 
council has no control over 
the issue but we have to deal 
with the problem of people 
being driven out of hospital 


car parks on to neighbour¬ 
ing streets and roads.” 

Trust chief executive 
Paula Clark said: “We do not 
take decisions to increase 
charges to patients lightly 
and this brings the cost of 
our parking in line with 
many other trusts locally." 

Councillor Cotterill 
added: “I realise there 
should perhaps be some 
charge because the place 
still needs to be kept tidy 
and swept and the lighting 
maintained. 

“This should be some 
means of standard token fee 
such as a 50p fee. I don't 
think anybody would mind 
that but these charges are 
just about making a profit." 

Dudley Council leader 
David Sparks said car¬ 
parking charges at hospitals 
were “a national scandal”. 

There should be a 
national inquiry into this 
area as Russells Hall Hospi¬ 
tal is just one of many that 
are constantly increasing 
their charges.” 


Company is expanding 

A BRIERLEY Hill company specialising in 4x4 and pick-up 
vehicle accessories has invested £250,000 in new manufac¬ 
turing space and will create 15 new jobs as a result. 

Auto Styling Truckman has taken two units at Hurst 
Business Park, Pedmore Road, near its current 12,000 sq ft 
base. 

The units, which are on a 10-year lease, will provide 
15,000 sq ft of manufacturing space where the company will 
make its Truckman branded pick-up hardtops. 


Hope of 
£ 20,000 
on statue 

A DUDLEY auctioneers 
says a lead statue fund in 
undergrowth in a garden 
may fetch as much as 
£ 20 , 000 . 

Antiques expert Mark 
Hannam, senior valuer at 
Fieldings auctioneers, 
Stourbridge, told of the 
“heart-stopping moment” 
when he found it in under¬ 
growth in a North Worces¬ 
tershire family’s garden. 

The 4ft tall, Georgian- 
style one-and-a-half-ton 
statue - called Dryad and 
Boar - was bought by the 
family in the 1960s for £200 
but Mr Hannam values it at 
£4,000-£6,000 and says it 
may well fetch up to 
£ 20 , 000 . 

It bears the stamp of the 
Bromsgrove Guild, an arts 
movement of skilled crafts¬ 
men, and depicts a boy 
hunter attacking a wild 
boar. 

When the owner of the 
detached country home, 
between Bromsgrove and 
Worcester, died in Novem¬ 
ber, Mr Hannam went to 
the site and made the find, 
to be auctioned at Fieldings 
on March 9. 

The Bromsgrove Guild, 
founded by Walter Gilbert 
in 1898, was based on prin¬ 
ciples of the Arts and Crafts 
movement. 

Other works include the 
statue of Hygieia at Che¬ 
quers, the Prime Minister’s 

Senior valuer Mark Hannam with the statue which could sell for at least £20,000 country residence. 



Weapons found 
with drugs in raid 

A CANNABIS factory, 
samurai sword, knuckle 
duster and gas-powered 
firearm was found as a 
home was raided over sus¬ 
pected animal cruelty. 

Six dogs were taken 
away by the RSPCA from 
The Broadway, Dudley. A 
31-year-old was arrested 
and bailed for further 
investigations. 

Pc Ian Priest said sus¬ 
pected drugs and three 
offensive weapons had 
been seized. 

Anyone suspecting drug 
use or suspicious activity 
should call police on 101. 

Volunteers to aid 
hospice sought 

A RECRUITMENT drive 
for volunteers to help 
provide valuable care for 
patients at Kemp Hospice in 
Kidderminster has been 
launched. 

The hospice has recently 
expanded to provide 
bereavement support for 
adults and children living 
in the Wyre Forest district. 
Now qualified therapists 
are being sought to give 
help in their spare time to 
the day hospice. 

Anyone wanting more 
information on the serv¬ 
ices can call 01562 756000. 

MP is backing 
metal theft law 

WYRE Forest MP Mark 
Garnier has backed plans 
for new laws aimed at 
reducing the scourge of 
metal theft which is 
growing throughout the 
district, and nationally. 

He has welcomed the 
Scrap Metal Dealers Bill 
which has passed its final 
reading in the House of 
Commons and which is 
expected to come into 
effect by Easter, once it 
receives Royal Assent. 

Luxury homes 
work is started 

CONSTRUCTION work 
for 14, five-bedroomed 
executive homes has 
begun on a former reser¬ 
voir site. 

The 4.1 acre site at 
Sutton Park Road, Kidder¬ 
minster has been sold by 
Severn Trent Water to 
leading housebuilding 
David Wilson Homes 
Mercia. 

Man is hurt in fall 

A MAN suffered serious 
injuries through falling 
from a roof in Halesowen. 
The man, believed to be in 
his 20s, fell in Long Lane. 
He had a fractured leg and 
suspected fractured pelvis. 



DAVID WITHERS BUTCHERS 

Established 1990 

FROM FIELD TO PLATE WITH COMPLETE 
INTEGRITY IN THE SUPPLY CHAIN 


BUY LOCAL FOR THIS MOTHERS DAY 
ALL OUR MEAT IS ALL 
LOCALLY FARMED 


♦ Pork and Flavoured Sausages 

♦ Award Winning Pork Pies 

♦ Hot Eating Pies and Pasties 

♦ Homemade Burgers 


♦ Home Reared Beef 

♦ Home Reared Lamb 

♦ Locally Sourced Pork 

♦ Range of Cold Cooked Meats 


ASK ABOUT OUR SAVERS CLUB - SPREAD THE COSTS 


1 St Kenelms Road, Romsley B62 0NU ^ 01562 710422 



Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 



x 


OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SDNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 
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NEWS 


THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



AN AUSTRALIAN billionaire, Clive Palmer, has 
unveiled plans to build a new liner identical to the ill- 
fated Titanic. Rumour has it the Canadians are working 
on a replica iceberg. 

□□□□□□□□ 

TWENTY years from now, with a power cut every 
day, our seas fished to extinction and our sover¬ 
eignty eroded to the state where young British men 
are conscripted into an EU army to fight in Africa, 
our grandchildren will ask, what were the politicians 
doing back in 2013? And we will have to tell them 
that instead of planning for the future or looking 
after this nation’s interests, they were spending an 
awful lot of time trying to find out whether a lord had 
put his hand on a lady’s leg. 

□□□□□□□□ 

SPOT the difference. A reporter who exposes your 
political enemy as a bounder is an investigative journal¬ 
ist in the finest traditions of the profession. A reporter 
who exposes scandal in your own political party is, if I 
may quote Nick Clegg, “a self-appointed detective.” As 
a general rule, beware of any politician who says: “I 
believe in a free Press,” and then adds the word “but.” 
□□□□□□□□ 

WAG! the magazine of the Dogs Trust, has a 
feature in its Spring edition on preparing tasty meals 
for pooches. It is headlined: The Great British Bark 
Off. 

□□□□□□□□ 

ANYONE who did National Service will recognise the 
process by which the Pope is being eased out of the 
Vatican. It is Benedict’s demob day, the moment when 
he hands in all the kit that goes with uniformed service 
and picks up a new thirty-bob suit to see him into civvy 
street. “Right, your Holiness. Sign here for one cloak 
(white), one hat (ex-papal) and one pair brogues 
(leather, brown). Oi, Mr Emeritus! Where d’you think 
you’re going with them red shoes?” 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Family admit to cruelty 
over neglected horses 


Road part 
now 


A FAMILY of three has admitted cruelty to four horses 
in Dudley in what the RSPCA has described as “a 
serious case of neglect”. 

The mother, father and their son were accused of more than 50 
charges in relation to horses being kept at Fens Pool Nature Reserve 
in Pensnett, Brierley Hill. Walter 
Hickman, aged 52, admitted 20 
charges while his wife Amanda, aged 
49, admitted 16. Their son Kevin, aged 
23, pleaded guilty to 18 charges. A 
AHAH ■to#%|||| further four charges were later 

II11 Cl I LI dropped by the RSPCA. 

^ ^ w RSPCA chiefs said they were pleased 

A ROAD in Stourbridge closed 
after a landslide on Christmas 
Eve will be partially reopened 
within two weeks. 

Dudley Council was forced 
to shut Red Hill after a wall 
collapsed causing piles of 
earth to fall on the road and 
block the route. Work has 
since been carried out to the 
retaining wall and officers 
hope to reopen one lane of the 
affected stretch on March 11. 

The work involves shoring 
the bank, which runs along 
the end of gardens in Mar¬ 
garet Drive, with wooden 
rakes and will cost £10,000. 

At a recent full council 
meeting, Councillor Judy 
Foster, said officers were 
working with nearby resi¬ 
dents on the scheme. A 
meeting was held with resi¬ 
dents in Cranbourne Road, 
one of the streets impacted by 
a diversion. 

Councillor Ray Burston 
said: “I am pleased to hear 
that the council has received 
the funds for essential work.” 


the family had acknowledged their 
responsibilty to the animals kept at 
Fens Pool. All four horses have sur¬ 
vived despite their ordeal. 

Concerns have been raised over the 
welfare of horses grazing on land at the 
beauty spot. Dudley Council is working 
with the RSPCA and West Midlands 
Police on a scheme to remove any 
animals found wandering into nearby 
roads and also ensuring horses on the 
reserve are healthy. 

Full details about the case have yet 
to emerge in court but charges reveal 
the trio, of Wallows Road in Brierley 
Hill, were accused of causing unneces¬ 
sary suffering to four horses between 
them. 

The horses had been kept at Fens 
Pool Nature Reserve between Novem¬ 
ber 2 and December 22, in 2011. 

Amanda and Kevin Hickman 
appeared at Dudley Magistrates’ Court 
on February 26 for trial but at the last 
minute they entered guilty pleas. 

Walter Hickman was unable to 
attend because he had been taken to 
hospital during the weekend. All three 
were bailed unconditionally while a 
pre-sentence report is prepared . 

They will be sentenced on March 20. 



Amanda Hickman admitted 16 charges Kevin Hickman admitted 18 charges 


Society in 
return to 
national 
lending 

DUDLEY Building Society 
has returned to nationwide 
lending with the launch of a 
variety of new offers for home 
owners and buyers. 

The society based, in Stone 
Street, had imposed geo¬ 
graphical lending, restricting 
products to local customers. 
This has now been lifted as it 
looks to increase mortgage 
lending. 

The offers include the 
Dudley’s new two-year dis¬ 
counted rate deal at 2.29 per 
cent. 

Maximum loan to value is 
75 per cent and an arrange¬ 
ment fee of £995 is payable. 

The discounted rate is 
available for both home pur¬ 
chase and remortgage - with 
the added attraction of free 
legal fees and free valuation 
for borrowers who want to 
remortgage. 

Dudley Building Society 
chief executive Jeremy Wood 
said: “Up until relatively 
recently, we were a little con¬ 
cerned that we did not want to 
be flooded out and deal with 
large volumes, but the market 
has changed significantly.” 

Prescriptions up 

PRESCRIPTION charges in 
Dudley will rise 20p to £7.85 
under changes announced 
by the Government. The 2.5 
per cent rise starts April 1. 

Health Minister Earl 
Howe said NHS dental 
charges will also increase on 
the same date. Those exempt 
from charges in England 
include children under 16. 



SALE NOW ON 
UP TO 50% OFF 


Group t kavlL 


QUALITY COACH HOLIDAYS “NEW FREEPHONE NUMBER” 

THROUGHOUT BRITAIN & EUROPE 0800 0029788 

SPRINGTIME IN BRUGGE 

Sun 21st - Wed 24th April 2013 
£295.00 pp 

* 4 STAR HOTEL IN CENTRAL BRUGGE 

* 3 NIGHTS BED AND BUFFET BREAKFAST 

FULL DAY IN BRUGGE & A VISIT TO YPRES 

EXTRA COMFORT COACH SEATS & EXTRA LEGROOM 



FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS 


MARCH 

11th - 15th 
23rd - 24th 
25th - 29th 
29th - 1st Apr 
APRIL 
1st-5th 
2nd - 6th 
8th - 12th 
8th - 12th 
10th - 14th 
14th - 18th 
15th - 18th 
15th - 19th 
20th -21st 
20th -21st 
22nd - 26th 
27th - 28th 
29th - 3 May 
29th - 3 May 
MAY 
3rd - 5th 
6th - 10th 
6th - 10th 
11th - 12th 
11th - 12th 


LLANDUDNO & NORTH WALES COAST £265.00 

SCENIC SETTLE - CARLISLE RAILWAY £99.50 

EXCLUSIVE RESORT OF SANDBANKS £319.50 

EASTER IN PARIS & MONET GARDEN £259.50 

LINCOLNSHIRE DELIGHTS £249.50 

ISLE OF WIGHT £279.50 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE £249.50 

ENCHANTING EASTBOURNE £269.50 

REGENCY SIDMOUTH - JURASSIC COAST £345.00 
DUBLIN, WICKLOW, RIVER & RAIL £379.50 

NORTHUMBRIAN COAST £225.00 

CORNWALL’S ST IVES £259.50 

SOMERSET STEAM RAILWAY £119.50 

SOUTHAMPTON’S TITANIC STORY £109.50 

OBAN&THE ISLE OF MULL £319.50 

TOWER OF LONDON & HAMPTON COURT £135.00 
SOUTHPORT & BLACKPOOL £299.50 

TORQUAY £249.50 

SPALDING FLOWER SHOW £159.50 

FLORAL HARROGATE £355.00 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA £275.00 

SCENIC SETTLE - CARLISLE RAILWAY £119.50 

ROYAL SANDRINGHAM HOUSE £109.50 


GREAT DAYS OUT 


MARCH 

12th MORETON-IN-MARSH MARKET 

BICESTER VILLAGE DESIGNER OUTLET 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM 
TETBURY & AVEBURY MANOR (NT) 
OXFORD & FULL AFTERNOON TEA 
BLETCHLEY PARK & GUIDED TOUR 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 
CHATSWORTH HOUSE & GARDENS 
WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY 


14th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
25th 
APRIL 

2nd COTSWOLDS VILLAGES SPLENDOUR 
3rd PORTMEIRION & SCENIC SNOWDONIA 

4th MANCHESTER UTD STADIUM TOUR 

5th CAERPHILLY CASTLE & MONMOUTH 
7th TOWER OF LONDON 
8th EVESHAM SPRING BLOSSOM TRAIL 
9th ROYAL GREENWICH HERITAGE SITE 
19th WADDESDON MANOR TULIP FESTIVAL 
20th RHS SPRING FLOWER SHOW CARDIFF 
23rd BRECON MOUNTAIN STEAM RAILWAY 
24th ROSS ON WYE & RIVER CRUISE 
25th MIDSOMER MURDERS COUNTRY 
26th CHEPSTOW & DEWSTOW GARDENS 


AD 

£22.00 
£20.00 
£20.00 
£31.00 
£39.50 
£37.00 
£36.00 
£36.00 
£37.50 

£23.00 
£35.00 
£39.50 
£31.00 
£43.00 
£23.00 
£26.00 
£39.50 
£34.00 
£32.50 
£35.00 
£25.00 
£31.00 


OVER 60s 
£21.00 
£19.50 
£19.50 
£29.50 
£37.50 
£36.00 
£35.00 
£34.00 
£36.00 

£22.00 
£32.50 
£35.00 
£29.50 
£39.50 
£22.00 
£25.00 
£37.50 
£32.50 
£31.50 
£34.00 
£24.00 
£29.50 



►7 LON DO Nil 


STARTING FROM £135.00 PP 


♦ LUXURY COACH TRAVEL WITH JUST 42 SEATS 

♦ 4 STAR HOTEL WITH BED & ENGLISH BREAKFAST 

♦ SAT NIGHT THEATRE TICKET TO ALL THE TOP SHOWS 

♦ VISIT TO COVENT GARDEN ON SUNDAY MORNING 


Phone For A Brochure Or See All Our Holidays & Day Tours On Our Website 

www.grouptravel.ltd.uk 

GROUP TRAVEL HOUSE, Audnam, Stourbridge, DY8 4AG Tel: 0800 002 9788 



on selected suites only 


r QUALITY & COMFORT 

• Wide Selection of Fabrics 
• Tailor Made Suites and Chairs 
• Home Demonstrations Available 
Mobility Furniture 
10 Year Guarantee on Frames 
We do full re-covers 
Handmade suites to suit all Budgets 



Broadcott Ind Est., Unit 4, Station Road, Old Hill B64 6NT 


HOME VISITS FOR DISABILITY CHAIRS AVAILABLE 


0121 559 3057 


Open 7 days per week 9am-9pm 
“MIDDLE MAN SERVICE” 

LET US PREPARE YOURACCOUNTS FORYOU. 

READY TO PRESENTTOYOURACCOUNTANT. 
SAVEMONEYANDTIME. 

•Accounts Preparation 

• Self Assessment 

• VAT •P.A.Y.E.* Bookkeeping 

30 Years in Business 

Call 01384 568013 

Email: grantwilletts@btiiitemet.com 



(Bridal (Be&iytw 

Weddings & Bridesmaids 
Made To Order 
NOW IN STOCK PROM 2013 

Select from our unique range of designs or design your own 
choosing from a range of colours and materials 

Also available 
Jewellery, Tiaras, 
Veils, Bags etc 

Dress Alteration 
Service 

DESIGNING GOWNS 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS 


Tel 0121 561 4411 
7 Birmingham Road 
Rowley Regis 
B659BL 
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New rights 
on bids for 
buildings 

COMMUNITY and volun¬ 
tary groups will have the 
right to bid to takeover 
council-owned buildings and 
land in Dudley, under new 
plans to give residents a say 
in how their communities are 
run. 

A register of properties or 
available assets such as youth 
or community centres will be 
held by the council. 

Organisations will be able 
to put together a business 
plan for leasing the proper¬ 
ties. Council leader David 
Sparks said the proposals 
would enable residents to 
have a bigger role in how 
their communities are run. 

There also plans for the 
council to keep a list of pri¬ 
vately owned sites. 

Under the Localism Act 
2011, groups will have the 
right to bid for the property. 

Councillor Sparks said: 
“It’s all about giving people 
more influence on what is 
happening in their commu¬ 
nity.” 

Councillor Gaye Partridge, 
added: “The community asset 
transfer programme offers 
the chance to manage council 
owned property. The second 
scheme, assets of community 
value, gives a legal right to bid 
for publicly or privately 
owned buildings or land.” 


Pc death hearing 

AN inquest has been opened 
into the death of a Smeth¬ 
wick police officer who died 
after a disturbance outside a 
Wolverhampton bar. The 
coroner’s court was told Pc 
Chris Findley died as a 
result of a brain injury after 
hitting his head on the pave¬ 
ment on January 28. 


Teacher given life ban over 
indecent images of children 


A TEACHER from Dudley has been banned from UK classrooms for life 
after being jailed for having hundreds of indecent images and videos of 
children on his computer. 

Gregory Worwood taught history at St Edmund’s Catholic School, Wolverhampton where he 
was arrested in September 2011. The 26-year-old, of Himley Road, Dudley, was jailed for 18 
months and told to sign the sex offenders register for 10 years last July. 

Now Education Secretary Michael Gove has backed a recommendation from a Teaching 
Agency disciplinary panel that Worwood, formerly of Tettenhall Road, Wolverhampton, should 
- be struck off. 


Concern over 
stray horses 

STRAY horses, known as fly grazers, 
roaming the region could be ending up in the 
food chain claim farmers. 

The concerns were announced on the 
same day that furniture giant Ikea 
announced it is withdrawing wiener 
sausages in Britain, France, Spain, Ireland 
and Portugal after tests confirmed “a few 
indications of horse meat”. 

Farming bosses have now called for 
stricter control on “shambolic” horse pass¬ 
port regulations in the wake of the horse 
meat scandal and Tesco announced it will 
source more of its meat from the UK. The 
move comes two days after it withdrew 
Swedish meatballs from stores across 
Europe, Asia and the Caribbean. 

Farmers are concerned the horses, known 
as fly grazers, are being shipped across the 
border to abattoirs on the continent using 
forged passports. 

There are worries these fly grazers could 
include horses that are left to roam on land, 
or are tethered, in Tipton. Sandwell council¬ 
lor Derek Rowley said: “There are foals in 
Tipton and when they are six months old 
they mysteriously go missing, and they have 
done for years. 


Mr Gove said: “This is clearly a very serious 
case and one which shows Mr Worwood has 
very seriously breached the standard of 
behaviour expected of a teacher. It is in the 
public interest that Mr Worwood be prohib¬ 
ited from teaching. Moreover, in the light of 
the seriousness of the offences, there should 
be no review period.” 

The decision means Worwood is banned 
from teaching indefinitely in any school, sixth 
form college, relevant youth accommodation 
or children’s home in England, although he 
has a right of appeal to the High Court. 

Serious 

Wolverhampton Crown Court was told last 
July that Worwood uploaded some images and 
movies on to a file-sharing website. He had 
more than 700 images and movies of children, 
with 15 films classed as the most serious cat¬ 
egory. He had pleaded guilty to nine charges of 
possessing indecent images and one of distri¬ 
bution. 

Passing sentence, Judge Martin Walsh told 
him: “You had absolutely no control over 
where the images went. They are images of 
real children being subjected to real abuse.” 
None of the images or films involved pupils 
from St Edmund’s. 

The Teaching Agency disciplinary panel 
has also published its findings into the case, 
saying: “Mr Worwood, in behaving in this way, 
fell far below the personal and professional 
standards the public expect teachers to 
observe. By behaving as he did, Mr Worwood 
has undermined public confidence in the pro¬ 
fession.” 


The text message millionaires 





***** nr* 


6.299 


Robin and Christine Kiddie celebrate winning £6,299,421 


IT was a simple text message 
which told the family of 
Cradley Heath sales manager 
Robin Kiddie that they were 
millionaires. 

In fact it he had won £6.3 
million on the National 
Lottery. 

Mr Kiddie, a commercial 
and export sales manager at 
Cradley Heath company 
Kingfisher Industrial, said he 
was stilll trying to get his head 
around the huge win. 

The 60-year-old and his 
wife Christine were officially 
unveiled as jackpot winners - 
and revealed plans to splash 
out on a Mercedes. 

The pair, who live in 
Ludlow, Shropshire, won 
£6,299,421 in the February 22 
draw. The couple, who won 
the cash as part of a six-strong 
family syndicate, picked their 
numbers through a combina¬ 
tion of birthdays and old pools 
numbers. They did not realise 
they had won the jackpot 
until the following Monday. 

Mr Kiddie then sent a text 
to his children stating: “Good 
news, I have just won £6.3 
million on the lottery.” 

Mr Kiddie has said he now 
plans to retire, while Mrs 
Kiddie is yet to decide 
whether she will continue to 
work as a bank nurse at 
Ludlow Hospital. 


NEWS 

in brief 


Start of parking 
scheme in town 

A NEW parking scheme 
which has been intro¬ 
duced in Brierley Hill 
High Street aims to 
reduce traffic delays, the 
borough’s transport boss 
said. 

Parking and waiting 
restrictions will come into 
force, marking the final 
stage of a congestion- 
busting multi-million 
pound scheme. 

Four new bays allowing 
people to park along the 
street will be introduced. 

Four separate disabled 
parking areas will also be 
created near Brierley Hill 
Police Station. 

Cricket student 
is now on board 

A SPORTS coaching 
student from Stourbridge 
has been recruited by the 
Worcestershire County 
Cricket Board. 

Katie Blunt, aged 20, 
will work as a cricket 
development coach. The 
third-year student at the 
University of Worcester 
will help create and run 
cricket coaching pro¬ 
grammes to primary and 
secondary schools. Katie 
started coaching at 16, 
having practiced the sport 
from the age of seven. 

Legal changes 
on surveillance 

CHANGES in legislation 
governing surveillance 
used by local authorities 
could thwart attempts by 
councils to clamp down on 
fly-tippers, Councillor 
Marcus Hart of Wyre 
Forest has warned. 





Window, Conservatory, Porch, Fascia & Soffit News 
How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


It’s simple, customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale personnel and the unbeatable 
service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window 
and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 
28 years. Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on display at our 
purpose built 40,000 sq. ft showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm and Saturday 9.00 am 
to 4.00 pm. At Rydale we feel that is very important to see products on display before you make your final decision to purchase. 
We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here for you the customer. 

At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, You only pay when the installation has been completed. Rydale 
has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. Can 
that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products including free delivery. 

AT RYDALE WE CARE ABOUT THE CUSTOMER, SPEND YOUR MONEY WISELY. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS, WE ARE HERE FOR YOU THE CUSTOMER 


You are invited to visit one of 
the largest Conservatory and 
Window Showrooms in the UK 
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AT the moment our towns 
and cities need all the help they 
can get, so it is heartening to 
see that a vacant unit in one 
struggling town centre is about 
to be converted into a bistro. 

And very nice it looks too. But 
given that the bistro in question 
is in the heart of the Black 
Country, I’m not too sure about 
the name. 

The Crepe Station. Am I the 
only one who sees a problem 
with this? 

□nnnnnn 

A SAD story about the couple 
who got divorced following a 
row about the wife’s map¬ 
reading skills during a wine¬ 
tasting tour of France. 

It makes you wonder 
whether, 50 years from now, 
golden wedding couples will be 
citing a good sat-nav system as 
the key to a long a happy mar¬ 
riage. Indeed, in today’s tech¬ 
nology-obsessed society, there 
are probably some who would 
consider their sat-nav to make 
the perfect spouse. 

While it doesn’t listen to you 
and gives out instructions in a 
hectoring tone, you can at least 
turn the sound off when it gets 
annoying. 

And then, when you find your¬ 
self lost in some farmer’s field 
miles from where you are meant 
to be, you turn it back on, 
without having to admit it was 
right all along. 

□□□□□□□ 

FACED with the worst shop 
vacancy rate in the country, it is 
good to see that civic leaders in 
Dudley are fighting back. 

Investing £150,000 in car 
parks sounds like good news, 
particularly given that some of 
the money will be spent on 
repairing potholes. Oh, and 
they will also benefit from 
“upgraded” pay-and-display 
machines. 

New pay-and-display 
meters. That’s sure to get the 
punters flocking back. 

□□□□□□□ 

LET’S get this right. Britain 
lost its AAA credit rating 
because the economy is riddled 
with debt. The Government is 
drowning in debt after years of 
living beyond its means, the 
general public is drowning in 
debt, with thousands of families 
struggling to meet their com¬ 
mitments. And the banks were 
drowning in debt until they were 
bailed out by the Government 
which is also drowning in debt. 

But don’t worry, the Bank of 
England has a radical solution. 
“Negative interest rates”, in 
other words charging the banks 
(which we are financing) interest 
on their cash deposits (which 
belong to us) in order to encour¬ 
age them to lend more of our 
money back to us, creating 
even more debt. 

Sometimes there’s a lot to be 
said for being a simple Black 
Country ‘mon’. 



George as a choirboy 


George receiving a certificate of merit from Chief constable Edward Crew of West Midlands Police George in the Royal Marines 


Scouts have lost an 
‘exceptional’ leader 



David Baugh, vice-chairman of 1st Sedgley Scout Group and George Cox 
at Cox’s Folly built in honour of him to carry on his legacy in the scouts 


George Cox MBE, who was 
dedicated to the Scouts, has 
died aged 89, HEATHER LARGE 
looks back over his life 


TRIBUTES have been paid 
to an “exceptional” scout 
leader who has died after 
more than five decades of 
service. 

George Cox, who was awarded an 
MBE for his work in the community in 
Sedgley, was 89. 

The former Royal Marine had worked 
tirelessly for 1st Sedgley Scout Group 
since the 1960s which included fundrais¬ 
ing for a headquarters as members were 
using makeshift rented accommodation. 

His dream became reality with the 
opening of a new building in 1977 and it 
is still used today by the scouts and other 
community groups, including 1st 
Sedgley Morris Men of which he was an 
honorary member. 

Cox’s Folly stands proud in the 
grounds in recognition of his legacy. 

Retiring 

After retiring from scout leadership, 
he remained an active member of the 
Scout Active Support Unit and volun¬ 
tary caretaker for Jubilee Scout Hall - 
the building he worked so hard to create. 

Vice-chairman of 1st Sedgley Scout 
Group, David Baugh said: “Typically he 
could always be found behind the scenes 
or in the kitchen helping run events: 
bedding plant sales, Burn’s nights. May 
fayres, coffee mornings and open nights. 
It gave him immense satisfaction to see 
the building well-maintained and being 
used by young and old.” 

In recognition to his commitment to 
Scouting, he was awarded the Medal of 
Meritorious Conduct by the Scout Asso¬ 
ciation in 1985 and in 2003 the Silver 
Acorn for “distinguished service”. In 


1993 Mr Cox researched and published 
a book on the history of 1st Sedgley 
Scout Group from 1910 and he planted 
a commemorative tree in the Scout 
grounds in 2007 to mark 100 years of 
Scouting. 

Mr Cox was also a member of Sedgley 
Local History Society and in 2001 he 
responded to a national appeal by the 
Imperial War Museum for help in iden¬ 


tifying and recording war memorials. 

George recruited volunteers to help 
and more than 60 previously 
unrecorded memorials have so far been 
identified in this ongoing exercise. 

George has visited them all and 
painstakingly recorded every detail of 
their design, insignia and rolls of 
honour. In 1993 George accepted an 
invitation to serve as a Trustee to the 


Museum of the Ancient Manor of 
Sedgley. His other community work 
included a long-standing role in the 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme and even 
at the age of 86 he was helping to take 
elderly residents to hospital appoint¬ 
ments or to the Post Office to collect 
their pensions. 

He would also a weekly run collecting 
and delivering groceries for the elderly 
or infirm. 

George also developed the local area 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme into a 
community service which provided DIY 
to residents, home help for the elderly, a 
reputable traders directory and an 
emergency call-out list. 

He also developed a road safety train¬ 
ing scheme for youngsters and, 
arranged with the fire service to install 
smoke detectors into the homes of the 
elderly. 

Outstanding 

In 2004 George became the first recip¬ 
ient of The Frank Foley Award for Out¬ 
standing Services to the Community, in 
Dudley which was presented by the then 
Mayor of Dudley, Rosemary Tomkinson. 

George also organised a used stamp 
which pulled in more than one m illi on 
which were used by charitable organisa¬ 
tions for resale beneficiaries included, 
St Johns Ambulance, RNLI, Cancer 
Research, Oxfam, Guide Dogs for the 
Blind, The British Kidney Association, 
Children’s Liver Diseases Foundation, 
Action Heart, Leprosy Association, 
Arthritis Association, The Snowdrop 
Appeal and Charities for Children.. 

Mr Cox, who served with the Royal 
Marines between 1942 and 1946, was a 
manager at paint manufacturers 
Mander Brothers in Wolverhampton for 
41 years. 

He leaves his wife Josephine, two sons 
Andrew and Stephen, grandson Mark 
and granddaughter Elisabeth. 

Paying tribute, Mr Baugh, said Mr 
Cox has been “an exceptional man, a 
true friend and scout.” 



1983 .. . 

A WALSALL churchman’s wife 
celebrated a very special holy 
trinity after giving birth to her 
third son with the same birthday. 

Mrs Lilian Green gave birth to a 
boy at Walsall Manor Hospital on 
March 6 1983, having previously 
had Geoffrey on the same date in 
1978 and Joseph in 1980. 

A WOLVERHAMPTON 
church threatened with demo¬ 
lition reopened after a 
£220,000 facelift. 

The congregation returned 
to the Darlington Street 
Methodist church for a service 
to celebrate the completion of. 

NEARLY 400 people queued 
for just 36 jobs at a Tipton 
foundry after workers forced 
recruitment by banning overtime. 

The line-up started at dawn at 
Beans Foundry in Hurst Lane, 
just hours after shopfloor jobs 
were up on the noticeboard. 

1993 . 

WOLVES slumped to a 3-1 
defeat at West Ham as the 
football world mourned the 
death of Bobby Moore. 

The main gates and con¬ 
course at the ground were 
turned intoashrineforthestar 
who had died days earlier. 

STRIKING lecturers caused 
classes to be cancelled at col¬ 
leges across the region. 

Students were sent home 
from colleges across the region 
after hundreds of teaching staff 
walked out over proposed 
changes to contracts. 

COUNCILLORS branded a 
two-year old boy a vandal 
after he left a trail of destruc¬ 
tion in a remembrance garden 
near Wolverhampton. 

The toddler was using a 
stick to remove the heads off 
daffodils. Codsall Parish 
Council agreed to write a 
letter of protest to the mother. 

2003 .. . 

THREE jaguar limousines were 
custom-built by a specialist Black 
Country firm to protect Tony Blair 
from any possible terrorist attack. 

The Government placed an 
order with S Mac-Neillie of 
Walsall to add £200,000 of James 
Bond style security devices to 
each of the vehicles. 

A SIX-YEAR-OLD boy and his 
father were rescued from the 
chilly waters of a lake after their 
sailing dingy capsized. Two 
Wombourne police officers 
waded into Himley Lake, near 
Wolverhampton to rescue 
them. 

TWO swimming pools at Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Health Town Leisure 
were closed, despite protests at a 
public meeting. The decision came 
after a report revealed more than 
£250,000 would have to be spent 
on structural work. 




THE LAKELAND MOORLANDER 

WEDNESDAY 1ST MAY (DAY EXCURSION BY CHARTER TRAIN) 

VIA ENGLAND’S MOST SCENIC LINE - THE SETTLE & CARLISLE ROUTE, 
BREAKING IN CARLISLE & RETURNING VIA THE CUMBRIAN COAST 
WE RUN DIRECT FROM: KIDDERMINSTER, STOURBRIDGE JUNCTION, ROWLEY REGIS, 
TAME BRIDGE PARKWAY, WALSALL, CANNOCK, HEDNESFORD, RUGELEY & STAFFORD 


Our comfortable charter train is routed via Pendle Hill, then the world famous Settle to Carlisle Railway featuring the 24 arches of Ribblehead viaduct, 
Dentdale and the Eden Valley (see www.settle-carlisle.co.uk). Carlisle is home to a popular castle, as well as a great array of attractions, shops and places 
to eat. Our return journey is via the Cumbrian Coast, England's other most scenic railway (and the longest coastal railway in England). We journey via 
the Solway and Irish Sea, for many miles with the Lakeland Mountains in the East running via Whitehaven, St Bees, Ravenglass, Ulverston and Arnside to 
Carnforth. The same train returns you to boarding stations in the evening. 


TRAIN FARES: £59 STANDARD CLASS (£44 for child under 16) & £99 FIRST CLASS (all ages) 

CALL 0151 722 1147 (10am-6pm weekdays) to book 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS, JOINING OUR NEWSLETTER & ONLINE BOOKING visit us at www.aHiipasstoursbyrail.co.uk 


All tickets are booked subject to our booking conditions (see website or contact us for a copy). Postal Bookings & Correspondence to: Compass Tours, 46 Hallville Road, Liverpool, Lt 8 OHR. 




TOP HOTEL PACKAGE HOLIDAYS 
at LOW, LOW PRICES! 


•MALC RAT-SANTA SUSANNA- 
• PINEDA - LLORET- C ALELLA - 


MAY & JUNE DEPARTURES 


HALF BOARD 

7 NIGHTS 


FLIGHTS FROM 
BIRMINGHAM 
AIRPORT 


ALL INCLUSIVE 

7 NIGHTS 


g349 


(OTHER DATES & DURATIONS 
AVAILABLE PLEASE ENQUIRE) 
RING US FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages 
from £499 


(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom 
(opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

’S 1 Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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LETTERS 


Hippodrome means regeneration 


HOW predictable of Lowell Williams - 
Principal of Dudley College - to come 
out in favour of demolishing Dudley 
Hippodrome using the now somewhat 
tired argument that the building is a 
major eyesore in a highly visible and 
conspicuous gateway location. 

The Friends of Dudley Hippodrome 
do not disagree that the current state of 
the building makes its less than attrac¬ 
tive, but this view ignores the build¬ 
ing’s great potential. 

The 1,752 seat theatre is the second 
largest in the whole Midlands and if it 
were in London’s West End there 


Smoking 
out truth of 
thetobacco 
industries 

RE: the letter from Alan 
Peace (Feb25). 

For the anti-smoking 
lobby to claim the tobacco 
industry has some sort of 
monopoly in exaggerating 
the truth is ridiculous. 

The “truth” is of course 
nobody knows how much 
tobacco is smuggled into the 
UK but I would say the 
tobacco industry has a 
better idea than anyone else 
because it recognises fluctu¬ 
ations it its sales figures. 

Whilst we are on “truths”, 
how about the one where the 
Australian government 
stated unequivocally that 
using plain packaging will 
not decrease tobacco sales? 
Or the American study 
which concluded the effects 
of passive smoking cannot 
be proven to cause signifi¬ 
cant deaths? 

The anti-lobby has 
become a huge self serving 
beast which regularly buries 
evidence to suit itself. 

STEVE SANT 

Dudley 


would be 36 theatres smaller than 
Dudley Hippodrome. Theatres open on 
average around 260 days a year, 
drawing many thousands of people to 
their town, many of whom arrive before 
the performance to park and dine, a 
proportion of whom stay on afterwards. 

Also, afterwards the same visitors, 
many of whom would not otherwise 
have visited Dudley, would spread good 
word of mouth about the town. Doesn’t 
this sound like regeneration? The 
Friends of Dudley Hippodrome all 
support the Zoo and Black Country 
Museum and want to work with both. 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Halesowen Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton 
WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

elude name, address and telephone 
;ervesthe right to condense letters. 


Time will tell on the 
HS2 white elephant 

IN 20 year’s time, perhaps, the white elephants known as 
HS1 and HS2 will have been built at a cost of billions. 

An estimated cost has been given but previous painful 
experience tells us that, if the lines get built at all, the proj¬ 
ects will almost certainly finish up costing at least double 
the given estimate. 

In the meantime, in less than two months time, this 
country’s spare energy capacity will be reduced from 20 
percent to five percent, with the very real prospect of power 
cuts. This situation has been described by Ofgen as precar¬ 
ious and it is the direct result of the total failure of succes¬ 
sive governments’ energy policies and their obsession with 
sticking to carbon emissions targets imposed on us by the 
rest of the world, including countries such as China, India 
and the USA, all of whom ignore the targets. 

Instead of blighting people’s lives for years with the 
threat of a project that very few people want and only a tiny 
minority will benefit from, the governments of this country 
need to start to get a grip on reality and start spending the 
billions they are proposing for the pointless high speed rail 
projects, to deal witb the problems we are facing today. 

R A SARGEANT, Corporation Road, Dudley 


Theatregoing is a night-time activity 
which extends the visitor day and expe¬ 
rience on from the Zoo and Museum’s 
opening times. Lowell Williams claims 
to be investing £30m in Dudley. Dudley 
Hippodrome can be fully restored for 
between 10 and 20 per cent of that. 

Perhaps he could care to demon¬ 
strate how a local college for local 
people can deliver the scale of regener¬ 
ation that the Hippodrome can - for 
much less cost. 

GORDON DOWNING 
Dibdale Road 
Dudley 


Parking 
charges 
will not be 
adeterent 

RE: pressure being put upon 
Westfield - the owners of the 
Merry Hill Shopping 
Complex - to introduce car 
parking charges in the hope 
of thereby persuading shop¬ 
pers to go elsewhere - pre¬ 
sumably the high streets 
and markets of other towns. 

I have every sympathy 
with the owners and traders 
in these places who are 
restricted by access, plan¬ 
ning permission, traffic, etc, 
but Merry Hill has been in 
existence for at least a 
quarter of a century - time 
enough for planners to come 
up with co-ordinated ideas 
to help local traders. 

As it is, I suspect shoppers 
would still pay to park at 
Merry Hill where there is 
ease of access for all, protec¬ 
tion from the elements and 
passing traffic, every facility 
to aid easy shopping, toilets 
maintained in a high level of 
cleanliness and an impres¬ 
sive choice of food to eat. 

DAVID ATKINSON 

Kingswinford 




Replace Your Tired Kitchen , 
throom or Bedroom With A 


Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st March 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 



1 Ftfpnv, the* Besjjokej Sp ecialists 

Bp lac b Only Whal du 1\ 



jsrQp 


Laminate flooring in 
tile form - very classy 

Wet Wall Panelling for 
bathrooms, no more 
grouting 

Budget range of 
flat-pack kitchens, 
super 18mm, for 
better value and 
quality than any of 
the major retailers 
inclusive of soft close 
doors, and drawers 


OVER 100 DOOR 
STYLES, AVAILABLE 
IN ANY COLOUR YOU 
CAN NAME 

OVER 200 
WORKTOP FINISHES 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES 18MM 
PRE-BUILT 


No False Promises! No Pressure! - 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work ' 



Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 

* 


Homeowners. •• 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom and allow us to show your home's true potenti 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to /! 



CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTE 

www.qkm.org.uk WE W[LL NOTLETYOUDOWN!! 

Quality 


> Minimal disruption 
Free design service 
1 Unbeatable prices 



Kitchen 
Makeovers Ltd 

And Associated Companies 

Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 

Halesowen B63 3LZ | 

Tel: 0121 550 4821 Mobile: 07726 104200 g 
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FANTASTIC SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE! 


EVERYTH , Ng W GHT FROM ADVICE. TO PRICE [%K IL S 

Dreamland Superstore ozi^Z s 

23 Mill Street, Brierlev Hill. 01384 74166 Genuine Savinas on our all vear round discount prices 


REST 

<i)t CIKi 


NEWS 


JB's knocked back as bid 
for banquets is refused 


THE NEW owners of revamped 
nightclub JB’s have suffered a 
knockback as their bid to host 
conferences and banquets has 
been thrown out. 

Its bosses were hoping to use Dudley Zoo’s 
private car park for the use of guests during 
functions at the venue. 

But in a letter to council planners, the 
zoo’s chief executive Peter Suddock said the 
car park, off Castle Hill, Dudley, is strictly 
for use of the attraction’s customers and has 
restricted opening hours. 

Dudley Council’s planning department 
this week announced it has refused a retro¬ 
spective application on a change of use for 
the nightclub to allow JB’s to hold other 
events such as conferences and banqueting. 

But JB’s owner Ramesh Ahir, who 
reopened the former rock music venue last 
year, said it was business as usual and added 
he would be consulting solicitors over 
launching an appeal against the council’s 
decision. 

He says that nightclub customers have 
been able to use the car park under previous 
owners and he hopes to come to an agree¬ 
ment with the zoo. 

Planning officers, in a report announcing 
the decision, said: “The continued use of the 
property for a mix of uses including a night¬ 
club, banqueting suite and conference facil¬ 
ities would raise significant highway safety 
concerns.” Mr Ahir today said he was disap¬ 
pointed by the decision, adding: “We will 
carry on and stay open but we will look to 
appeal against this.” 


Delve into hidden museum 

PEOPLE can learn more about the Worces¬ 
tershire County Museum at Hartlebury 
with a tour behind the scenes. Visitors can 
learn more about the collections in store and 
items which have never been displayed. The 
tours will take place on the first Wednesday 
of the month, from April to OctoberTickets 
can be booked by calling the museum on 
01299 250416. 


A question of artwork 



Artist Luke Perry with, left to right, assistant librarian Wendy Tibbetts 
and library assistant Louise Moore launch the artwork sessions for the 
redeveloped Crown Centre at Stourbridge Library 


DUDLEY industrial artist Luke 
Perry is posing a question to resi¬ 
dents after being commissioned 
with creating new artwork to take 
pride of place inside Stourbridge’s 
redeveloped Crown Centre. 

The stylish piece of metal art 
would be suspended above the 
entrance to Stourbridge Library 
which forms a focal point for the 
centre surrounding it. 

Mr Perry has been commissioned 
by Tesco, which is behind the devel¬ 
opment scheme. But he says resi¬ 
dents’ views will help inspire the 
final design. Workshops were held at 
Stourbridge Library for people to 
give their own ideas which could 


form part of the new artwork. The 
29-year-old artist from Cradley 
Heath, said: “The town has a real 
industrial heritage and we’d love to 
reflect that. Even though it is Tesco 
paying for the artwork, we have 
freedom to do what we want. It’s 
important to get it right as it will be 
seen by generations of people in the 
future.” 

Mr Perry says initial ideas are 
based around literature and books 
and would hang from the new 
atrium linking the library and the 
rest of the new shopping centre con¬ 
taining the Tesco supermarket. 

It would be made from stainless 
steel. 



£9.95 sq yd 
£9.95 sq yd 
. .£9.95 sq yd 
. .£9.95 sq yd 
. .£7.95 sq yd 
. .£3.95 sq yd 


reduced ...... 

NORMAL PRICE NOW 

..£39.95.£16.95 sq yd 

£18.95. 

£14.95.. 

..£13.95.. 

..£14.95.. 

£10.95.. 

.. .£5.95... 

FACTORY CLEARANCE OF OVER 200 PARI ROLLS 
WITH SAVINGS OF UP TO 75% 

STD are the largest stockists of carpets in the 
Midlands with the best selection, 
the best fitters, and are 
NEVER undercut on price 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 

Church Street, Brierley Hill 

01384 76448 



-Lrtrtn 
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DOORS, WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 

QUALITY & SECURITY AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 


White UPVC & Coloured Doors • Composite Doors 


n 

A 
ij * 

^ 1 




Windows and Conservatories 


3x3 conservatory £5,500 OrBngoriGS^ 



Includes electrics, 2 sockets, 

2 wall light facility, <4 
dwarf wall and base and floor tiles., 
We use porcelain tiles, 8 different 
colours to chose from. 

We can also supply underfloor 
heating, if required. 

(Please ask for details) 



lOtft Imagine a place in your home 
_ where you can retreat to & 

■ OUU relax in a P |ace that brings light 
f bAjt & air into your home. A place 
I just for you, tailored to your 
JL1 » ] specifications a great way to 
extend virtually any property. 

ID 


We install approx 1,100 
installations a year, of 
which two thirds come 
from recommendation. 



www.dudleydoorsandconservatories.co.uk 
Come and visit our factory for quality and factory outlet prices 

DON’T DELAY CALL TODAY 

Call: 01384 292484 Mobile: 0777 2131678 

Call for a FREE Home Visit or Visit Our Stallings Lane Factory (next door to Cane & Patio) 
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Snipping tor charity 



Natalie Crutchley at Jimmy Trims in Wolverhampton,which 
is cutting its prices and donating proceeds to charity 


A BOOMING chain of barber shops with branches across 
the region, including Dudley, is snipping its prices and 
donating its takings to charity. 

On March 5, all Jimmy Trims shops will be offering hair¬ 
cuts at a minimum price of £1, with proceeds going to two 
different causes. Over the past year, barber shops have 
opened in High Street, Stourbridge, Jeffcock Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton, Wolverhampton Street, Willenhall and 
Wyrley Brook Road, Cannock, and . 

Business owner Mimzy Khatkar, aged 30, said giving 
something back to the community is key to what the 
company does. He said he and his business partner Ian 
Matto decided to raise money for Let Us Play, which pro¬ 
vides activities for children and young people with special 
needs, and Promise Dreams, which raises money for chil¬ 
dren who are seriously or terminally ill. 

He said: “It’s putting something back into the local com¬ 
munity. It’s all very good raising money for international 
charities but sometimes you need to look nearer to home.” 
The company flew to success in the last year by introducing 
cult comics and vintage music at their premises. 

Mr Khatkar said: “Our customers seem to really appreci¬ 
ate what we do. It keeps people entertained.” 

Visit www.jimmytrims.com 


NEWS 

Plumber in 

attack with 

crowbar on 
woman's car 


A DUDLEY PLUMBER smashed up a woman’s 
car with a crowbar on a busy road then told 
police he had no recollection of it. 

Dominic Haskew had been embroiled in a row with the 
victim as they drove along the A456 in Halesowen and took 
offence when she gestured towards him. Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told how Haskew slammed his brakes on 
and then attacked the car ■ by Adam Thompson 
before driving off. ■__!_ 1 _ 


The attack on April 21 
last year showered the 
victim and her husband in 
glass but she was able to 
note his registration. 

When police arrived at the 
51-year-old’s home in Bury 
Crescent, Wollescote, Stour¬ 
bridge, his number plates 
had been removed but when 
he was questioned by offi¬ 
cers he claimed he couldn’t 
remember anything about 
the attack. 

It emerged in the case 
that Haskew had himself 
been a victim of an 
attempted robbery when he 
was hit over the head with a 
metal bar and thieves 
attempted to take his tools. 

Mr Michael Aspinall, 
defending, said: “There’s 
not a lot I can say about this 
offence because Mr Haskew 
can’t remember any of it - 
he can’t believe he had any 
involvement which explains 
his no comment in inter¬ 
view. He was the victim of an 


attack in 2011 where he was 
hit over the head with a 
metal bar. He suffered a 
heart attack a few months 
later. However, this is a 
shameful act, he pleaded 
guilty at the first available 
opportunity and his involve¬ 
ment in this offence is 
wholly wrong. ” 

Haskew admitted three 
charges of careless driving, 
criminal damage and affray. 

He was given a nine- 
month prison sentence sus¬ 
pended for 18 months and a 
12-month supervision order. 

He was also handed a two 
month curfew to stay at his 
home address between 1pm 
and midnight, six points on 
his licence and he must pay 
£250 compensation. 

Judge Michael Challinor 
while passing sentence said: 
“This offence has had a sig¬ 
nificant affect on the victim. 
By maintaining the attack 
there was intent to injure- 
her.” 


Bhandal Dental Surgery 

114 Alexandra Road, Halesowen B63 4BL 



Spaces now available for new NHS patients, 

Late night appointments 
now available 

Please call our friendly team to book an 
appointment on 0121 550 2961 
We offer high quality dental services in modem comfortable 
surroundings. 

Full range of cosmetic dentistry available including: 

• Tooth Whitening Special offer £250.00 

• Crowns and Veneers 

You may be eligible for free NHS treatment if you are in receipt of certain 
benefits. Cosmetic treatment is not available on the NHS. 


l 


OPENING TIMES 

Monday 8 till 5 / Tuesday 9 till 5 
Wednesday 8 till 5 / Thursday 8 till 5 
Friday 9 till 2 




Providing NHS Dentistry 


Bhandal Dental Practice 

www.bhandaldentalpractices.co.uk 
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Kitchens - 


Hagley 

Beautiful Kitchens & Bathrooms, Designed with Imagination and Skillfully Fitted with Care 


3uilt in 

Dishwasher 


— 






ui 




"Outstanding kitchen, thoughtfu ly 

designed, exce lent service 


Mrs Anderson, Hayley Green 


'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 
"A major project completed on time without any problems" Gill McKenzie, Codsall 

"We must have changed our minds a dozen times, they happily made the 
changes - and Without any extra costs" Jeni &Tony Kingston, Tettenhall 

"Our beautiful, top of the range ovens, were supplied at better than internet 
prices, delivered, installed ana fully guaranteed" Mrs & Mr Griffiths, Halesowen 


Call us now for your 
FREE, no obligation 
survey and design 

07776 207596 

OR: 0121 6023031 


Visit our website to see some of our range WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.uk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


£%roini puisnes 

\> THE ULTIMATE IN BUILDING PLASTICS 



Option 


White fascias, soffits 
and guttering supplied, 
fitted including Vat on an 
average 3 bedroom house 

From £ 1,295 

*Terms and conditions apply 


WE SUPPLY AND 
FIT TOP QUALITY 
WINDOWS, 
DOORS AND 
CONSERVATORIES, 
FASCIAS AND 
GUTTERING AND 
ALSO SUPPLY A 
LARGE RANGE OF 
BATHROOMS AT 
TRADE PRICES 
CERTASS APPROVED 


•TT^TWn 


J AVERAGE SIZE 3 BEDRUUIVI 

■ ■ \ HOUSE WITH 7 WHITE ‘A’ 

RATED UPVC WINDOWS, 
FRONT AND BACK DOOR. 
SUBJECT TO A SITE SURVEY 

For illustration purposes only FROM £3,400 INC VAT 


TO SUPPLY AND FIT AN 3M X 3M FULL HEIGHT 
AVERAGE SIZE 3 BEDROOM CONSERVATORY 

HOUSE WITH 7 WHITE ‘A’ SUPPLIED AND 

RATED UPVC WINDOWS, FITTED FROM 

FRONT AND BACK DOOR. 

SUBJECT TO A SITE SURVEY. £3,834 

Terms and 
conditions apply 


All Enquiries Welcome Free Day And Evening Surveys No Job Too Small 


WITH OPTION 1 OR OPTION 2 CONFIRMED BOOKINGS* 'Terms and conditions apply 


CALL IN OUR SHOWROOM AND SEE OUR RANGE OF 
BATHROOMS ON DISPLAY NOW 



THERMOSTATIC SHOWER 
VALVE AND KIT 




Thermostatic Shower 

Shower Valve Kit 



Underground Drainage 

Soil and Waste 


SHOWER ENCLOSURE 


Pearlstone Shower Trays 


HALF PRICE 




UNIT 1 GARRATTS LANE OLD HILL HALESOWEN B64 5RE 

Tel: 01334 573 903 


BATHROOMS AND 
WINDOWS SUPPLIED 
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Standing proud - Beaudesert Hall, for many years the seat of the Marquis of Anglesey, before its demolition 


This picture shows the stunning long gallery, complete with fabulous fittings, at the historic Beaudesert Hall 



A rear view of Beaudesert Hall, home to the Pagets 


Historic hall's staircase built 
to accommodate wooden leg 


BETWEEN the Wars, 
Beaudesert Hall, the seat of 
the Marquis of Anglesey and 
home to the Pagets since 
Henry VIII hit hard times. 

A spendrift Marquis, death duties 
and diminishing income from estates 
had caused the Pagets to retreat to 
their Anglesey home, Plas Newydd. 
The once proud hall started to decay. 
No buyer came forward and eventually 
the interior fittings were put under 
auction. The hall stood empty until a 
fire made it unsafe and it was mainly 
demolished leaving just a few walls 
standing. 

An Australian couple on honeymoon 
were having a mansion built on ground 
given as a wedding present and they 
bought a large proportion of the fit- 


by Ron Bradbury 

tings and windows from the hall and 
had them shipped back to their home 
town of Adelaide. 

The fittings included the famous 
Waterloo Staircase, which had been 
specially designed so the newly created 
Marquis of Anglesey could negotiate 
the stairs with his wooden leg. 

Paget, then the Earl of Uxbridge, 
was second in command at Waterloo, 
and had his leg sawn off after it being 
severely wounded. He his reputed to be 
the first person to have a wooden leg 
with a knee joint and was able to dance 
as well as he had before he lost his limb. 

The aerial photo shows the Adelaide 
mansion, known as Carrick Hill, one of 
the few period homes in Australia to 
survive with its original contents 
almost completely intact and one of 


only a handful of such places open to 
the public in the country. 

The others show Beaudesert Hall 
before demolition and the long gallery 
with some fine fittings. 

My local photo book, now out of print 
and showing some photos of 
Beaudesert Hall was presented to the 
Carrick Hill House Trust by my friend 
John Ashley on a visit. 

Atmospheric 

The Burntwood Chase Heritage 
Group Nostalgia Night is on Tuesday, 
February 5 when the atmospheric film 
‘Turn of the Tide’ will be screened. It 
was the first film that J Arthur Rank 
financed and was in fact his favourite. 

The venue is St Johns Church, High 
Street, Chase Terrace at 7.30pm. This 
film is being shown by request and has 
not been seen for several years. 



Aerial shot of Carrick Hill period home in Australia 




15 & 16 MAY 2013 


20 - 22 SEP 2013 


3 - 7 APR 2013 


at 


THE SEWING 


FASHION &. 


THE NATIONAL 


HOMEBUILDING 

^RENOVATING 

IfSHOW 


nec 


thenec.co.uk 


- rtaifiTil JL 






IRELAND AND THE BEAUTIFUL 
BOYNE VALLY 

Sunday 5th May. Nights Trim. 2 Nights Dublin 
6 Days Half / Board Inclusive Of Ferry And 
Excursions £395 Single Supp. £86 

SANDY BAY HOLIDAY VILLAGE 

Monday 13th May 5 Days 
Half/Board £180 

SEACROFT HOLIDAY VILLAGE . NORFOLK 

Monday 3rd June 5 Days 
Full / Board 2 Excursions 
STD.ACCOM £227 Upgrade £243 

LLANDUDNO KENSINGTON HOTEL 

Monday 17th June 5 Days 
Half / Board 2 Excursions £259 


TENBY. CLARENCE HOTEL 

Monday 30th September 5 Days 
Half / Board 2 Excursions £247 

TURKEY AND TINSEL BOURNMOUTH 

Monday 11th November 5 Days 

Trouville Hotel. Half / Board 2 Excursions £228 

BOURNMOUTH TROUVILLE HOTEL 

Monday 11th November 5 Days 

Half / Board 2 Excursions £228 per person 

TURKEY AND TINSEL EASTBOURNE 

Monday 18th November 5 days 
Half / Board 2 Excursions £263 

NEW YEAR TORQUAY TOORAK HOTEL 

Sunday 29th November 5days 
Half / Board 2 Excursions £375 


Also Available For Private Hire: 8-16-29-49 Seaters 
For all coaching requirements 


TO BOOK PLEASE RING YOUNGS COACHES 
01384 895686 01562 710717 OR 07973717547 07710000577 


I/Ve have found that 60% of our business comes from 
our advert in the Chronicle". LB plastering services 

To find out how you can advertise from as little 
as a week, contact Ryan Cooper on 

01384 353227 


CHRIS DE BURG 


Stuart & Neil 
Hodgkins 

WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 
151 HIGH STREET, 
BLACKHEATH B65 0EA 

(Next to the new library) 

TELEPHONE: 

0121 559 7156 


ACHTUNG - PARTS 
FOR EVEN MORE 
GERMANS! 

NOT ONLY VW-AUDI, BUT ALSO 
B.M.W., SEAT, SKODA & MERCEDES 

CHECK OUR UNBEATABLE PRICES 

UPTO 70% DISCOUNT 

Quality, Service & Value Since 1975 

P.W. EURO PARTS LTD. 

TWO GATES LANE 
HALESOWEN WEST MIDLANDS 

TEL: 01384 567752 & 565300 

www.pweuroparts.com 
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Trainee keeper Cerys Grove, of Stourbridge weighs one of the monkeys 

MONKEYS at Dudley Zoo have been “Because they have thick, hairy 
trained to hop on to weighing scales coats, it’s difficult to see whether 
once a month as part of their regular one of them is hogging the food and 
health checks. getting fat, or maybe not eating 

The weigh-ins for the male Saki enough and losing weight, 
monkeys allow keepers to spot evi- “We’ve trained them to hop on to 
dence of any monkey tricks at meal- the scales in return for a piece of 
times when Obi Wan, Deju and Rio carrot or banana. We have to vary 
receive their daily rations. the food to keep them co-operative, 

Curator Matt Lewis said: but the ploy seems to be working.” 


Driver may have fallen 
asleep due to painkillers 

I A LORRY driver who died when his 
HGV drifted off a motorway and hit 
a barrier and a tree may have fallen 
J asleep after taking strong 
painkillers, an inquest heard. 

Father-of-two David Smith, aged 37, of 
Russells Hall Road, Dudley, was driving on 
the M5 near Gloucester early on June 1 last 
year when he crashed. 

There was evidence that Mr Smith had 
taken strong painkillers, which could cause 
drowsiness, for a serious back complaint in 
the 24 hours before his death, the inquest in 
Gloucester heard. 

His wife Emma said in a statement, he was 
a “cheeky, bubbly and laid-back man” who 
lived for his family, loved football and enjoyed 
a drink at weekends. He worked nights as a 
driver for City Link and was a fit and healthy 
man until January 2012, when he developed 
back and leg pain. 

In a statement, his GP, Dr Stephen 
Cartwright said Mr Smith had been pre¬ 
scribed co-codamol painkillers in January 
2012 but later asked for stronger medication. 
On May 8, he was prescribed Tramadol and 
was advised not to take them before driving, 
Dr Cartwright said. Toxicological analysis 
showed low levels of Tramadol in Mr Smith’s 
system. A post mortem examination by 
pathologist revealed Mr Smith died of head 
and other multiple injuries. Gloucestershire 
deputy coroner David Dooley recorded a 
verdict of accidental death. 


Primates plumping 


Ex-mayoress enjoys 101 

A FORMER Mayoress of Stourport has cel¬ 
ebrated her 101st birthday and puts it down 
to “a glass of sherry on special occasions and 
living a happy life.” Elizabeth Mills MBE, 
who was born on February 25,1912, marked 
the milestone with family and friends at 
Ravenhurst Care Home, Stourport. Eliza¬ 
beth worked as a bank clerk in Walsall 
before and during the Second World War. 
She moved to Stourport with her late 
husband Lesley in 1956. 



Clothing Alterations 

For Ladies and Gents 

BRIDAL AND PROM 
DRESS SPECIALISTS 


Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat 
9.30am - 4.00pm 

21 Upper High Street, 
Cradley Heath B64 5HX 
01384 826626 

30 High Street, 
Halesowen 
B63 3BB 
0121 585 0890 



Hashffiry WiriddWs Ltd* 



'"^SPECIAL OFFER 


nils 


SEALED 


UNITS 


REPLACEMENT 


AVA LABLE 


OTHER OFFERS 
AVAILABLE 


Throughout 


March 


2 


inch setting 




ancU T 


. 






* Your local well established business offering top quality 
products and service 

* No payment until completion 

* Call us now for a great deal on your new windows, 
doors and conservatories 

* Visit our showroom * Deal direct with the owner 

* If you want quality, value and service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

01214217001 / 01214212104/0138478796 * * 


(opposite the Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm • Sat 10 am-2 pm 

Phonelines open 9 am-9 pm 




FENSA 
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products from the Midlands 


Conservatories/Windows Installer 
The brand you can M 


BUY NOW, PAY LATER OR 
0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT* 


We will beat any genuine like for like quote from any 
established reputable company (io years plus) * 



Starmseal i 


INSTALLER OF THE YEAR 
2010/2011 


UK LTD 

0121568 7388 


Cannock 

Wolverhampton 

Stafford 

Coventry 

Sandwell & Dudley 


01543 401101 
01902 489498 
01785 318699 
02476 960880 
01384 847123 


Kidderminster 

Walsall 

Rugby 

Leamington Spa 
Stratford Upon Avon 


01562 539341 
01922 430908 
01788 211019 
01926 702303 
01789 270726 



0500777575 


GIFTVOUCHER 

In conjunction with Conservatory Order - One item per customer 

□ Electrics including fan light □ Tiles □ Air cooler/Heater □ Laminate Flooring 
For a free quotation call our freephone no. 0500 77 75 75 
0121 568 7388 Fax: 0121 568 8818 

Regional Depot: Pinfold Street, Darlaston/Wednesbury WS10 BBY 
Email: admin@stormsealuk.com. website: stormsealuk.com 

Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Voucher must be handed to representative on first visit 


NEWS 

Plans for £2.6m revamp 
at park are submitted 


A £2.6 MILLION revamp of a park 
used by thousands from across 
the region has moved a step 
closer after plans for the project 
were lodged by council bosses. 

The scheme at Stourbridge’s Mary 
Stevens Park includes creating a new cafe 
and restoring the bandstand. 

Improvements would also be made to the 
Heath Pool, to include a viewing platform, 
and the war memorial. 

Sports facilities including the tennis 
courts and bowling green will also be refur¬ 
bished under the plans drawn up by Dudley 
Council. Bosses are bidding for cash from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund to cover the cost. 

A second round application is due to be 
submitted in the coming weeks. They have 
already been awarded an initial grant of 
£116,000 to develop the proposals. 

As part of the work, the main Grade II 
listed gates will be restored. Residents and 
councillors have long campaigned for them 
to be spruced up because the brick and iron¬ 
work has been showing signs of decay 

Other work includes encourging greater 
use of the formal terrace and Tea Gardens as 
well as woodland in the east of the park. 

A “graffiti shelter” for teenagers will also 
be restored. It provides a display area for 
“the creative production” of graffiti within 
the park. New footpaths would also be 
created 

Councillor Tracy Wood said: “Mary 
Stevens Park in Stourbridge is one of the 
most well-used parks in the borough.” 


Hedge volunteers wanted 

VOLUNTEERS are wanted to join in a day 
of hedge planting at an organic farm in 
Kinver. The community event, organised by 
the Transition Stourbridge group will be 
held at Vale Head Farm, Compton Road, on 
March 10, starting at 10am. Anyone joining 
in is asked to bring wellies, suitable clothing, 
a spade if they have one and something to 
share for lunch. More information call 
01384 351414. 



The war memorial in Mary Stevens Park in line for improvements 


Mary Stevens Park, Stourbridge - a £2.6m plan has been submitted 




IPAD OR IPHONE SUBSCRIPTION 


READ THE EXPRESS & STAR FOR 
JUST £4.99 A MONTH 


Save £6.71 per month on the printed edition*. Sign up now for a 

FREE 14 day trial. Get every edition of the Midlands Newspaper of the 
Year direct to your digital device within minutes of publication. All the 
news and sport plus interactive features including video. 

GO TO WWW.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM/DOWNLOADAPP 


.. AppStore 


’Digital subscription £4.99, compared with monthly direct debit print subscription £11.70. 
Total annual saving £80.52 


MNA Media 
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Jennifer aims to cut it 



Hairdresser Jennifer Dunn, aged 23, from Oldubury who 
is competing in the “Miss Black Country” competition 

A DUDLEY hairdresser is in the running for the title of 
Miss Black Country for a second year after taking the 
runner-up spot in the competition in 2012. 

Jennifer Dunn, of Oldbury, is hoping to build on her pre¬ 
vious success in the event and take the coveted tiara. 

The 23-year-old, who works at Snippers, Kingswinford, 
said she was looking forward to taking part in the competi¬ 
tion again. 

The finals of the Miss Black Country competition will be 
held at the Village Hotel in Dudley, on March 28. 

Jennifer entered the competition for the first time last 
year with her runner-up spot securing her a place in the 
semi-final of the Miss England competition. 

The winner of Miss Black Country title is automatically 
placed in the finals of the Miss England event. 

“I had such a good time last year I was really eager to take 
part in the competition again,” she said. 

“I am Black Country born and raised so to win the title 
would mean the world to me.” 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Middleton Dummer in Oldbury has 
secured membership to the Law 
Society’s Conveyancing Quality Scheme 
- the mark of excellence for the home 
buying process. 

Middleton Dummer underwent rigorous assessment by the 
Law Society in order to secure CQS status, which marks 
the firm out as meeting high standards in the residential 
conveyancing process. 

Law Society President John Wotton said that the Law 
Society introduced CQS to promote high standards in the 
home buying process. 

“CQS improves efficiency with common, consistent 
standards and service levels and enables consumers 
to recognise practices that provide a quality residential 
conveyancing service. 

“Buying a home is one of the largest purchases anyone will 
make in their lifetime, so it is essential that it is done to the 
highest standard by a Solicitor. There are many different 
conveyancing service providers out there, making it difficult 
for home buyers to identify those which can ensure a safe 
and efficient level of service.” 

Adam Dummer says “Middleton Dummer is delighted 
to have secured CQS status. It is recognition of the high 
standards we provide to our residential property Clients and 
is a signal to future home buyers of the excellent service we 
provide at what is often a stressful time for many people.” 

“The overall beneficiaries will be Clients who use Middleton 
Dummer when buying a home. They will receive a reliable, 
efficient service as recognised by the CQS standard.” 

The scheme requires practices to undergo a strict 
assessment, compulsory training, self reporting, random 
audits and annual reviews in order to maintain CQS status. 
It is open only to members of the Law Society who meet 
the demanding standards set by the scheme and has 
the support of the Council of Mortgage Lenders, the 
Building Societies Association, Legal Ombudsman and the 
Association of British Insurers. 


NEWS 


Traffic diaos 

worries over 
five months 
of roadworks 


WORRIED Sedgley people fear about five 
months of roadworks will cause chaos on one 
of the town’s busiest roads. 

Between March 4 and August 16 Gospel End Street will 
be one-way heading away from the town centre as far as 
its junction with High Street. Vicar Street will be one-way 
westbound and Hall Street will close to allow a stone wall 
to be dismantled and ■ bV Sharon MaiTiS 
rebuilt further from the B y _____ 


road as a footpath is 
created. 

However, Margret 

Whiting, aged 61, of The 
North way, said: “It sounds 
like it will be a right mess - 
five months on one of the 
busiest roads here. 

“It’s just crazy. It’s hard 
enough for shops here with 
the lack of parking.” 

Sarah Wheatley, of 
Sedgley Hill Avenue, said 
the temporary system 
would be “chaos” and 
added: “This road through 
the High Street is already 
really busy. 

“There must be a better 
way. Hopefully they’ll be 
done before six months.” 

Sedgley councillor 
Michael Evans, said people 
should be patient and dis¬ 
ruption would be worth it in 
the end. 

“Gospel End Street is an 
extremely busy road. There 
are three sets of school chil¬ 


dren that have to cross it 
and elderly people also have 
much difficulty,” he said. 

“Now the stone wall will 
be going and it will be put 
back a bit to allow room for 
a footpath to be built where 
there is none currently.” 

Nearby schools are 
Cotwall End Primary 
School, off Priory Lane; 
Dormston School, Mill 
Bank, and Queen Victoria 
Primary School, Bilston 
Street. 

Mr Evans said a long 
period was needed mainly 
as the wall to be dismantled 
was long. He added: 
“Having so far failed to get 
a crossing so many people 
had asked for, the footpath 
was ‘the best we could 
achieve’”. During the work 
there will be a diversion 
along The North way, A459 
Wolverhampton Road, 
High Street and Dudley 
Street. 


YOUR 

CONVEYANCING 

Handled By Friendly Specialist Solicitors 



zfiliddleton c Vummer 


Please Contact High Trees House 

Roger ° n ° r 1-9 Pool Lane, 

0 | 2 | 544 Oldbury B69 4QX 

4788 info@middletondummer.co.uk 




• Tours of the stunning 
Academy 

• See new technologies 
showcased in the 
Samsung Experience 

• 3D technology, create 
blockbuster video games 

• Learn how to make an 
App 


OPEN EVENT 
THURSDAY 14 MARCH 
4PM TO PPM 


To deliverthe skills of tomorrow today 


theaca 

at kidderminster 


featuring the Samsung Experience 


dem'j 

srience 



• See our inspirational 
fashion and retail studios 

• Live cookery 
demonstrations 

• Entrepreneurship, 
marketing, legal 
qualifications 


Full and part time 
courses starting soon 
for school leavers and 
adult learners 

Hospitality, Catering, Legal 
Studies, Team Leading and 
Customer Service 


Find out about our 
Saturday Junior 
Academies for 14-16s 

Hospitality, Apps, Fashion, 
Young Entrepreuneurs 


0121 355 5671 Ext 5802 

or email kiddacad@bmetc.ac.uk 
www.kidderminsteracademy.co.uk 


I THE ACADEMY AT KIDDERMINSTER 

I THE PIANO BUILDING, WEAVERS WHARF 
B KIDDERMINSTER DY10 1AA 


“Kidderminster Academy” 


@kidderminsterac 



BIRMINGHAM! 

METROPOLITANS 

shaping futures -changing lives 
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NOT 

your fault? 

Your claim 

ifto% of y° or will be handled 

'^ e toirK>enSCrtion by friendly 

W&"1M 

solicitors who 

\A/\n or Lose y . . 

are local to you. 


rncr 


I C I T O K S 


FREE HOME 
0121 544 


VISITS 

4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

I High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warfey, West Midlands B69 4QX 



fi-Zee Fix 1 


White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 


Woodgrain 
on White 


DOUBLE GLAZING 
INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 
Mobile: 07769975841 

70mm Internally Glazed 
High Security Frames 

♦ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
♦ Document L Compliant 

♦ Shoot Bolt Locking 

♦ Sight Line Glazing 


Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades Broken Locks Sticking Doors 
Insurance Work Door Panels Handles and 

Failed Units Letter Boxes Mechanisms 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED PHONE 
TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


$ Great value 
coach holidays 


Coaches depart from your 


local West Midlands pick up point 


rascsQ- 


-IXttsAX/U-\ 

Sandown, IOW 

3/4 nights half board Marina Bay Hotel 


V 4 days £129.95 1 

[ 5 days £159.95 1 

1 Fri 29 Mar 

Mon 18, 25 Mar 1 

V 19 Apr 

15, 22 Apr J 


Newquay 

Godolphin / California Hotel 


Mon 25 Mar, 22, 29 Apr 
6, 20 May 

London Shows 

• Bodyguard • Viva Forever 

• Kiss me Kate • Charlie b 
The Chocolate Factory 

• The Book of Mormon 

• Mamma Mia 

• Mystery Show 


Folkestone 

plus day trip to Bruges 

Southcliff / Burstin Hotel 
4 DAYS Fri 15, 22, 29 Mar, 19, 26 Apr 
J> DAYS Mon 18, 25 Mar, 1, 15, 22, 29 Apr 



-ratsmQ- 


Babbacombe 

3/4 nights half board INCLUDED EXCURSIONS 

Ashley Rise / • Seaton & Sidmouth 

Norcliffe Hotel * Totnes & Dartmouth (5 days only) 


4 days £119.95 


I EM 


Fri 29 Mar 
5, 24 May 


Mon 18, 25 Mar 
1,15, 22, 29 Apr 


TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 


Call for brochure 


0844 682 0065 


www.travelstyletours.co.uk 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 


|/®7\ 

,£2A0J 


Sk 


Over 5,S00 installations to date! 


0 t~t 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 


Are you a member of a 
local voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 
Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Halesowen Chronicle needs local 
news stories for your local paper for you 
the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 

01384 353234 


CLUB NEWS 


Learning 
about life 
on canals 


QUARRY BANK E TWG 


CHAIRMAN Mrs V Wright 
opened this, the first 
meeting of 2013 by wishing 
everyone a Happy New Year. 

Normal business followed 
with the reading and signing 
of minutes of our last 
meeting and the treasurer’s 
report. 

Mrs Wright informed us of 
the success of last year’s 
charity events, the money 
raised having been sent to 
our chosen charity, Mary 
Stevens Hospice. 

Mrs V Raybould gave 
information from her 
attending at the federation 
meeting. 

The annual lunch is again 
at The Mill Hotel and will be 
on July 29. 

Orders for 2014 TG diar¬ 
ies must be in by March 19. 

Social secretary Mrs M 
Writtle said the birthday 
lunch would be at The Mill 
Hotel on March 26. A list 
was sent round on which to 
record menu preferences. A 
craft exhibition at the 
Ruskin Centre was also 
mentioned. 

The speaker for the 
evening was Tina Gittins, 
who drew attention to the 
fact that the canals were so 
important in bringing pros¬ 
perity both to the Black 
Country and other indus¬ 
trial areas because of the 
quick efficient transport of 
materials and manufac¬ 
tured goods, so slow and 
laborious previously by 
horse and wagon. 

She also dwelt on the lives 
of women working alongside 
the men on the canal barges 
and at the same time bring¬ 
ing up their children in such 
tiny cramped cabins. 


Coffee and a chat 
helps out charities 



Jon Newman, from Macmillan Cancer Support, and Sylvia McCarty and Mildred Weir, 
from Cruse Bereavement Care, standing, accept their cheques from chairman Helen 
Roberts, seated, and incoming chairman Sarah James, standing centre 


HOT drinks and chat at a series of regular 
coffee mornings in Wolverhampton have 
helped to raise a total of £3,000 for two 
charities. 

The Wulfruna Ladies’ Coffee Club has 
been meeting at members’ homes in the city 
since the 1960s. 

Over the past two years the ladies 
involved with the group have been fundrais¬ 
ing for two worthy causes, Macmillan 
Cancer Support and the Wolverhampton 
and Dudley branch of Cruse Bereavement 
Care. Each charity will receive £1,500, 
which has been raised through bring-and- 


WULFRUNA LADIES’ COFFEE CLUB 


buy sales and raffles, as well as charging 
members £1 for their drinks. 

Other organisations they have raised cash 
for include Compton Hospice and the eye 
infirmary. The group has announced its 
next fundraiser will be for the MS Therapy 
Centre in the city. 

Club secretary Rosemary Moss, who has 
been attending the group since the mid 
1970s, said: “It is incredible when you think 
it has all been raised thanks to having a cup 
of coffee.” 


A minute's silence for Meg 


CHAIRMAN Jean Latham 
welcomed 55 members, 
including nine newcomers, 
to the February meeting. 

A minute’s silence was 
observed for Meg Guinness, 
a founder member and the 
chairman between 1974 and 
1977. 

In the absence of secre¬ 
tary Sue Ward, the minutes 
of the last meeting were 
read by Jill Dunn. A thank 
you letter had been received 
from the Acorns Children’s 


WOLLASTON E TWG 


Hospice for the donation of 
£75 from the guild’s carol 
service at Cobden Street 
Methodist Church. 

The annual dinner is to be 
held at Blakelands Restau¬ 
rant, Bobbington, on the 
evening of May 7. 

Federation representative 
Joan Oakley is still unable 
to attend due to illness, from 
which we wish her a speedy 


recovery. Hazel Butt read an 
extensive account of the last 
meeting. Sub section leaders 
then gave their reports. 

The speaker, Ian Bott, 
gave an informative and 
interesting talk on local 
churches and cemeteries. 

The competition winners 
were Elizabeth Grove and 
Ann Price. Raffle prizes 
went to Brenda Adkins and 
Sandra Oliver. 

The annual general 
meeting will be on March 12. 


Midland upvc 



SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

MARCH SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 

£1450 

fitted 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 



A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS '"T Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit OUT WGbsitGl ■ Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk , ^ sa ™! 9 “ws &Door % tt 

■ ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 


Fantastic new Door Range 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 



SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door 

From 


Fitted 


Also Special Offers on Conservatories 



-L AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 

After 5 pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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Art wins honours 



Sculptor Phil Potter, from Brierley Hill, with his two award¬ 
winning sculptures, at Ruskin Glass Centre, Amblecote 

A SCULPTOR based at Stourbridge’s Ruskin Glass Centre 
has been honoured for his work. 

Phil Potter received a commendation for two pieces he 
submitted to the Friends of the Royal Birmingham Society 
of Artists exhibition. The presentation was made at the 
private view at the St Paul’s Square Gallery. 

Mr Potter, 45, graduated from Loughborough College of 
Art and Design with a degree in sculpture in 1995. Since 
then he has been teaching and has been based at the Ruskin 
Centre since 2001. 

Last year he gave up teaching to become a full-time artist. 
Both of the award-winning pieces are now back on display 
at the centre. 

The first which took him 12 months to complete, is made 
from a four-inch slab of limestone and has a Celtic knot- 
work pattern. The second is 4ft 6ins tall and is also made of 
limestone. 

Mr Potter, who lives in Brierley Hill and is one of 18 prac¬ 
tising artists based at the Ruskin, said: “The award is voted 
for by other members of the group which makes it all the 
more special.” 


NEWS 


Drag addict 
chased his 
father with 

axe in feud 


A DRUG addict chased his father with an axe 
after first embedding the weapon in his car 
windshield. 

Christopher Smart had only been arrested days earlier 
for throwing a concrete block through the window of his 


mother’s vehicle. Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court 
heard how Smart’s mother 
heard a loud noise and when 
she went to investigate she 
saw a large lump of concrete 
had been put though her car. 

The court was told how 
the defendant had drug 
issues and become 
estranged from his parents 
which sparked the feud. 

After carrying out the act 
on his mother’s car on Sep¬ 
tember 23 last year, Smart of 
Hungerford Road, Stour¬ 
bridge, was arrested, admit¬ 
ted the crime and was 
bailed. When his father went 
to check on the property in 
Hungerford Road, three 
days later, he saw his 23- 
year-old son wielding a six- 


| by Adam Thompson 

inch knife and an axe 
embedded in the windshield 
of his car. The court heard 
Smart began shouting 
“you’re going to get it now.” 

He then dropped the 
knife, grabbed the axe and 
continued to chase his father 
before throwing it at him. 
Miss Kate Thomas, defend¬ 
ing, said: “I have had a long 
and heartfelt conference 
with Mr Smart’s family who 
intend to support him.” 

Smart was given a 12- 
month community order 
and is required to carry out 
six months of rehab and 12 
months of supervision. He is 
also required to take a 
behaviour programme. 


History group's first meeting 

WOODSIDE Memory & History Group has its first meeting 
of the year on Monday March 18 at 7pm. Chairman Len 
Hughes said the subject of the meeting would be based on 
Blocksidges Dudley Almanac for 1945 detailing ‘The 
Epitome of Local Events’. Mr Hughes said the meeting 
would be held at the Woodside Community Centre, attached 
to Woodside Primary School. 


Time for a 
new shed? 


Sheds - Summer Houses 
Playhouses - Potting Sheds 
Workshops * Home Offices 
Bin Stores - Log Stores 
Free Delivery & Erection 
Shed Refelting Service 




For further details 
or a free quotation call 

07594 841785 


SHEDS* 
SUMMER HOU 

Ground Floor, Falcon House, 
High Street, Lye DY9 8LX 




HIGH QUALITY, BUDGET COST 


Fitting Service 
Available 


BATHROOM 

- MAGIC - 



FULL DESIGN SERVICE AND INSTALLATION SERVICE 

"Sit back and let us do everything - we will come and visit, measure up , design; supply and install your dream bathroom" (Supply only also available) 

FREE quotations. 3 year guarantee on installations. WET ROOM SPECIALISTS. 

UNIT 35, ENTERPRISE TRADING ESTATE, HURST LANE, BRIERLEY HILL, DY5 1TX 

on 384 79300 

www.bathroommagicltd.co.uk 

Opening times: Monday - Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm, Sunday: Closed 


Bathroom Magic is a 
member of 
the Guild of Master 
Craftsmen and have 
been awarded a 
certificate for our 
high standard of 
quality & service. 


Bathroom Magic is a large bathroom showroom, with over 40 displays, 
based in Brierley Hill just opposite the Merry Hill shopping centre.. 

Quality at affordable prices with excellent customer service is our policy and has 
seen Bathroom Magic become one of the best bathroom showrooms in the area. 

We only supply branded goods from reputable manufacturers with real 
worthwhile guarantees but sell them at discounted prices so you, the 
customer, can have a quality fitted bathroom that will stand the test of time 
without having to buy unbranded products that will soon need replacing. 

Managing director, Mike Jones, was a bathroom fitter himself for over 25 years 
and with nis high standards he personally checks all of our recommended 
fitters credentials and inspects the quality of their fitting before he will issue 
them with any work. Go to our website and click 'Fitted Bathrooms' to see 
some examples of previous bathrooms fitted by us. 

We offer a free design service for your dream bathroom and you can 
choose from three options: fully fitted, the less expensive 'recommended 
fitter scheme' or supply only. We guarantee satisfaction. With free 
delivery on orders over £500.00 why not give Bathroom Magic a try? 
You just might like what you find... 


MERRY HILL 
SHOPPING 
CENTRE 
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NEWS 

in brief 


Elderly man is 
robbbed at home 

TWO robbers burst into 
an elderly man’s home in 
Dudley and stole the jew¬ 
ellery he was wearing. 

The two men knocked 
on the 76-year-old’s door 
at his home in Brereton 
Close and when he 
answered they forced then- 
way in, punching him to 
the floor. 

They then stole a silver 
chain with a crucifix on it 
from around his neck and 
two gold bracelets from 
his wrist before running 
off. He suffered a cut lip 
and bruising in the attack. 

Officers revealed details 
of the raid to find anyone 
with anyone with informa¬ 
tion about the crime, 
which happened at around 
9.50am on January 9. 

Baggies’ stars 
to face a grilling 

FORMER West Bromwich 
Albion stars are to face a 
grilling at Old Hill cricket 
club. 

Cyrille Regis and 
Richard Sneekes will be 
quizzed on on their time at 
the Baggies at the cricket 
club in Haden Hill Park 
Road, Cradley Heath on 
March 14 from 7.30pm 

Tickets are £5 from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/ol 
dhillcc or can be bought 
from Danny Cox on 07411 
647364. 

Anti-racism move 

DUDLEY Council bosses 
joined two major football 
clubs in a scheme to beat 
racism. The council will 
host Show Racism the 
Red Card for events over 
the next year, many with 
West Bromwich Albion 
and Wolves. 


Ex-finance boss must hand 
back thousands she stole 



THOUSANDS of pounds taken from a Black Country nursing home 
by its former finance chief are to be returned after a court ruling. 

Tracy Bennett fiddled £25,993 at Holbeche House, Wall Heath. Bennett, aged 40, of 
Broad Street, Kingswinford, was back before Wolverhampton Crown Court last week for 
a proceeds of crime hearing. Edward Soulsby, prosecuting, said that £13,982 taken by Ben¬ 
nett was in two bank accounts which had been frozen by the court. 

Recorder Abigail Nixon ruled that it be released and paid back to Four Seasons, the 

company which runs 
the home. 

Bennett has no 
other assets. But if 
she comes into money 
in the future, the 
courts will be able to 
apply for her to pay 
back the outstanding 
money. 

Bernard Porter, 
defending, said his 
client did not object to 

Tracy Bennett ^ oney being paid 

Bennett, a single mother of twins, joined 
the care home in Wolverhampton Road in 
2008 and worked her way up to become 
financial administrator. 

She moved cash into a personal account 
to pay her bills and then fiddled the books 
to cover it up. 

Bennett forged signatures on receipts 
which suggested cash went on buying items 
for the nursing home. She also syphoned off 
cash paid by local authorities to cover the 
accommodation costs of people living at the 
home. 

Her trial heard that when arrested, Ben¬ 
nett showed no remorse, blaming it all on 
her depression. 

She pleaded guilty to two charges of fraud 
and was given a 42-week prison sentence 
suspended for two years. 

skims"”' j^stsssstuasfssffi 


One of a kind 
Jack, dies 94 

COLOURFUL, charismatic and fully com¬ 
mitted to the people he represented - long- 
serving Dudley councillor Jack Wilson MBE 
was “one of a kind in politics” to most who 
knew him. 

The former councillor who served Coseley 
from 1949 to 2002 was often remembered 
for putting his constituents before political 
party, fiercely lobbying fellow politicians and 
his memorable catchphrase “Do you know 
who I am?”. 

His life of public service was arguably 
unrivalled he was first elected to Coseley 
Urban District Council, then Staffordshire 
County Council, followed by Dudley Bor¬ 
ough Council until he retired due to ill 
health. 

Recently, he is perhaps best known for his 
long campaigning to save Coseley Baths, an 
issue which left him “deeply upset” when it 
was demolished in 2010, according to his 
son John. 

He was mayor of Dudley in 1975-76 and 
was awarded an MBE and Freeman of Dud¬ 
ley in 1989. Following his death at Broad¬ 
way Hall Care Home in Dudley on February 


paid tribute to him. 

Councillor Les Jones said: “People like 
Jack who are really committed to the local 
community and spend their entire life time 
helping them are hard to find.” 


children, and previous good character. 

Sarah Ramamurthy, of Four Seasons, has 
said that any resident or former resident 
who had lost money would be reimbursed. 


Double top for darts team 



Pensnett Liberal Club darts team, including captain Alan 
Lathe, seated, celebrate winning 20 games in a row and the title 


A DARTS team in Dud¬ 
ley has celebrated win¬ 
ning the league title in 
some style with an 
amazing 20-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

The Liberal Club 
darts team, which plays 
its home games in Pen¬ 
snett, only lost one 
game - their final 
match of the season - 
en route to winning the 
title. 

They have been 
cheered on during the 
successful campaign by 
friends and family 
watching their weekly 
matches. 

The table-topping 
win was secured despite 
the 4-3 defeat in the 
final game against The 
Shakespeare Pub in 
Dudley. 

Around eight players 
form the team, cap¬ 
tained by Alan Lathe, 
and they play their 
games in the Pensnett, 
Brierley Hill and Brom¬ 
ley Tuesday Night 
Darts League. 

One of their throw¬ 
ers, Jamie Lewis, 
topped the table for the 
best league average 
over the season. 


New laws 
make dent 
in thefts 
of metal 

METAL theft across the West 
Midlands is at its lowest level 
in two years, claim police, 
with chiefs praising new laws 
to cut cash payments for 
scrap. 

Latest figures showed 
reports peaking last May 
with around 850 metal thefts 
a month, but in December 
there were 100. 

It still equates to more 
than three a day, but the 
region’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner Bob Jones 
paid tribute to officers’ 
efforts to drive down a prob¬ 
lem that had become the 
scourge of churches, schools, 
homeowners and even 
blighted the public transport 
network. 

Mr Jones said: “Metal 
thefts in December 2012 
were the lowest we’ve seen, 
which is a huge achievement. 
I would like to congratulate 
West Midlands Police and 
partners for making this pos¬ 
sible. 

The police, local authori¬ 
ties, MPs, councillors, and 
many others campaigned for 
many years to end cash pay¬ 
ments for scrap metal, and 
we are starting to see the 
fruits of these new laws.” 


Free gas check 

DUDLEY Council tenants in 
are being offered a free 
annual gas check at their 
properties. Dudley Council 
tenants are asked to call 
01384 286086 to arrange an 
appointment from Monday 
to Saturday between 8am 
and 8pm. 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER 


24H 

_ Eme>9 enC L 
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^astek 

Solutions 


^WORCESTER accredited installer 


• Power Flushing 

• Air Conditioning 

• Air to Air Heat 

• Gas Appliance 
Installations 

• All Domestic 
Plumbing Work 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating 
Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 

t • Bathroom 
Installations 

All work is carried out by fully 
qualified engineers 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

MARCH OFFERS 

ON CENTRAL HEATING DEALS 

• Competitive prices from £69 

• Parts and labour inclusive 

• A boiler diagnostic and safety check 

• 12 month guarantee on workmanship including parts 

• Expertise from Gas Safe registered gastek engineers 

• 24/7 Free emergency helpline 

• Even if the job takes longer than estimated, you won't 
Heating Systems! pay a penny more than the amount quoted 

N Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 • 07737 261976 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 
Halesowen, West Midlands 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT & . . 

DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED ^Worcester m |i 
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Short breaks, holidays and 
long haul adventures to 
destinations near and far 



star A extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Brought to you by the 


Express & Star 
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Plan for town's 
best kept secret 
are welcomed 

PLANS to develop a waterfront area of Stourbridge to cap¬ 
italise on the town’s “best kept secret” have been welcomed 
by its MFJ Margot James. 

Council bosses have outlined proposals to boost the use 
of the River Stour and visitor numbers as part of its mas¬ 
terplan for the town. They want to encourage development 
along the riverside to help link it better with the town cen¬ 
tre. 

The regeneration plan includes new pathways alongside 
the river and new pedestrian crossing points on parts of the 
ring road to help make the town centre more accessible on 
foot or by bicycle. New green space is proposed alongside 
the banks of the river to help encourage wildlife, create an 
attractive green landscape setting and promote outdoor 
recreation such as walking and cycling. 

The plan will also improve the Stourbridge Wharf area, 
by the Stourbridge Branch Canal, with improved visitor 
attraction facilities. 

The scheme forms part of the Stourbridge Area Action 
Plan, which aims to boost development in the town over the 
coming years. Miss James said she believed the River Stour 
was one of the town’s “greatest assets” and was a valuable 
“recreational and nature conservation resource for every¬ 
one in the community”. 

But she said the river was cut off from the town centre 
by the ring road. “I very much welcome the Action Plan,” 
she said. “The river is Stourbridge’s best kept secret, and 
deserves to be maintained and redeveloped, so I am 
delighted that these plans are becoming a reality.” 


Teacher faces his fears 
with taste of high life 



Neil Bate gets in the swing watched by his students 


TEACHER Neil Bate was for the 
high jump when he told his pupils 
they were banned from playing 
football after Aston Villa lost a 
match. 

So they got their own back by challeng¬ 
ing him to conquer his fear of heights by 
climbing 55ft up to take on the ropes on 
an adventure course. 

Mr Bate, aged 29, was nominated by his 
Year 6 class at Rufford Primary School, 
Stourbridge, to tackle the UK’s highest 
indoor rope course, at Quest in Dudley’s 
Merry Hill shopping centre. In their nom¬ 
ination they cited their reason - the foot¬ 
ball ban after his team lost. 

They also moaned that he made them 
do a lot of hard work during the school 
term and that he made them sit out in 
the cold during lunchtime. 

Mr Bate said: “Wonderfully, my class 
nominated me to face my fears as revenge 
on me. 

“I had to go and climb the highest lev¬ 


els to face my fears.” His pupils watched 
in glee as he looked terrified to start with. 

Gradually, he inched further along 
obstacles including high beams and walk 
the plank, making a sign of the cross as 
he went, and eventually got to grips with 
learning the ropes. His ordeal ended with 
him facing up to a scary “sheer drop”. 

Mark Knox, manager at Quest Merry 
Hill, said: “It was absolutely fantastic to 
see Mr Bate reach the 17-metre summit. 





Teacher Neil Bate braves the high walk 


Woman, 38 
sentenced 
for waving 
knife about 

A WOMAN waved a knife at 
a group of youngsters who 
shouted abuse at her while 
she was sunbathing, a court 
was told. 

Margaret Holland was 
seen by police waving the 
knife in the doorway of a 
block of flats in Ashenhurst 
Walk, Dudley, on July 24 last 
year. 

Holland, aged 38, of St 
John’s Road, Tipton, was 
given a four-month jail sen¬ 
tence suspended for 12 
months by Wolverhampton 
Crown Court. 

She was also placed under 
supervision for a year after 
admitting a charge of having 
a bladed article at a previous 
hearing. 

Mr Mark Phillips, prose¬ 
cuting, said officers attend¬ 
ing a separate incident were 
told a woman was outside a 
block of flats waving a knife. 

She said a group of youths 
had abused her while she was 
sunbathing and she had gone 
to remonstrate with them. 


OPENING TIME S: Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm 11 



PRICE 


SUITES & BEDS 


carpet now available 
from £3.99sq mtr 


NEX 




CARPETS NOW AVAILABLE 
with Free Fitting 

Terms and conditions apply 


Fabric & Leather Corner 
Units always in stock 




£399 


2 Draw Medium/ 

Firm Divan £1991 


3ft Slide Store 

£99 



4 door 
wardrobe 

£299 


(while stocks last) 


Large Range of 
Bedroom Furniture 
Available 



End Draw Medium/ 

Firm Divan £1791 



Metal Beds from 

Single £39 Double £79 

(mattress not included) 



Faux Leather 
Beds from 

£99 

(mattress not included) 


4’ 6” memory 
foam mattress 

£199 

(& get 2 free memory pillows worth £14.99 each) 


HUGE SELECTION 

From 

OF MATTRESSES 

IN STOCK FOR 

only 

£39 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


'I 5ft &3ft mattress also available 

A SUITES & BEDS 

Portway Road, Oldbury 
West Midlands B69 2BZ 

TM21STO 
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Safely access your loft! 

FULLY FITTED FROM 




We provide a convenient and 
safe way to access 
your loft. 

Each ladder has a 10 year parts 
guarantee and can be installed 
in approx 2-3 hours. 

We offer a loft boarding service 
if required at an 
additional cost. 

PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE 
QUOTE. 

Manufactured to ISO 9002 Standard 

Telephone: 01952 282152 
Mobile: 07817 431505 

T he Local Dis tributor St Installer for 

IdPilHI For more information visit: 

1MMU www.stim.co. uk 


JOHN T. HARRIS 

BucnMFiiNMRiiBiisoonCsnii 



Stockists of 

Sherborne 

Upholstery 


prices on 
3 piece suites, high seated 
chairs ‘Lift and Rise’ recliners 




More 

Customers 

On A Plate 
Every Friday 

To advertise your venue 
call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319898 


THIS IS CAMPENSATION 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 

Dlow open Saturday 10am-2pm, Weekdays 10am-4.30pm 
Closed all day Thursday* Private carpark • Disabled access 


All Scrap 

Cars/Commercials Wanted 

FREE COLLECTION 
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are safe for 12 months 


TWENTY under-threat children’s 
centres in one borough will 
remain open for at least another 
12 months despite cuts in funding 
that have left their long-term 
future in jeopardy. 

Concerns were raised for Dudley’s 20 
centres after a grant used to fund them was 
cut by £2.8million for 2013/14. 

But while neighbouring councils, includ¬ 
ing Wolverhampton, have announced centre 
closures, Dudley Council’s cabinet member 
for education, Tim Crumpton, said no 
centres in the borough would shut for at 
least a year. 

Instead, they will all be brought under the 
council’s full control from April 1. 

Councillor Crumpton, however, warned 
changes to the way the services are run were 
needed. He said: “We have made the decision 
to ensure no children’s centre will close over 
the next 12 months despite the cut in 
funding from the Government. 

“During the next 12 months we will be 
holding a consultation on the running of the 
centres - part of this will be to find how we 
can run them at a lower cost.” 

Currently five of the 20 children centres 
in the borough are managed by a contractor 
and another three are run by schools. From 
April 1, all will be fully managed by the 
council. The move will save £320,000. 

Wolverhampton City Council this week 
announced plans to reduce the number of its 
centres from 17 to eight after losing £3.88m 
of funding. 

Staples closes down shop 

STATIONERY chain Staples has closed its 
store at Merry Hill as part of a “strategic 
plan to accelerate growth and better serve 
evolving needs of customers”. 

Staples has shut its outlet at the Dudley 
shopping centre as part of its nationwide 
closure programme of 23 of its 134 stores. 

Spokesman for Staples, Olga Joven would 
not reveal the number of staff redundancies. 


Auditions open for Annie 



Front, from left, from Bilston Operatic Society, Chloe Freeman-Chick, 
aged 13, Amy Sheffield, 16, back from left, Rebecca Luter, 15, Katie 
Sanger and Laura Morris, both 16, with Danny the dog 


YOUNG stage stars are wanted to 
audition for a part in Annie, a new 
production to be performed at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre. 

Auditions will be held for roles, 
including the lead role of Annie, in 
the show, which will be staged by 
Bilston Operatic Society. Perform¬ 
ers are being invited to show off 
their talents at auditions at Tetten- 
hall College, Wood Road, Wolver¬ 
hampton on March 24. Sue Turner, 


a committee member of the society 
for 46 years, said the lead role would 
be a test for any young starlet, due 
to the range of qualities they would 
need to show. 

Anyone interested in auditioning 
for the show should attend Tetten- 
hall College from 9am to 1pm on 
March 24. 

For more information about the 
auditions call 01902 745739 or email 
bilston operatic@hotmail.co.uk. 



Looking to Reduce your 
Heating Costs and Increase 
The Value of your Home? 

We have been designing, manufacturing, 
installing and maintaining windows, doors 
and conservatories for over 20 years 
Deal direct with the owner 


SPECIAL OFFER 

6 Windows and One Composite Door 
for £2,699 throughout March 
(terms and conditions apply) 



Composite Doors tram 

£650 

Energy Rated Windows (incl Fitting) from 

£220 

■ 

Back Doors (incl Fitting) from 

£400 

French Doors (incl Fitting) from 

£850 

10 years insurance guarantee 




SCAMPS 

SOLICITORS 


• Accident that wasn’t your fault? 

• No win, no fee guaranteed 

• 100% compensation paid to you 

• For accidents up to 3 years ago 

• £100m already claimed for clients 


Maximum compensation 
Whiplash injury £5,150 

Chronic whiplash injury £9,000 
Thigh bone fracture £9,200 

Forearm fracture £12,600 

Partial hearing loss £30,000 



NO PRESSURE, NO HASSLE - JUST GREAT QUALITY & PRICES 


Call Today for a No Obligation Quote: 0121 679 8573 / 07886 228810 


i-Y 


WINDOWS 


— 


Mucklow Holdings 
Narrow Lane 
Hurst Green 
HALESOWEN 
B62 9PA 

lewindowsltd@live.com 


Scarlett Hair & Beauty 

6 <? Long Lane, Halesowen 1362 . <? LS 


Looking for 20% 
off a colour 
or perm? 

Call today 
for details 
0121. 559 9911 


% _ 

J 

Paul Mitchell 
nets' 


Authorised Retailers of 

CJHP product# 


WELCOME BACK ENNIE! 

(formerly of Encore Merry Hill ) 

Ennie is returning to work alongside Anmarie. 
To celebrate her return , any colours / perms 
booked with Ennie will qualify for a 
2.0% discount until the end ofMarch. 

(on production of this voucher ) 



Up to £1,500 advance compensation when we accept your case & everything 
that remains when we settle your claim. See website for terms & conditions. 

0800 887 8732 

www.campensation.co.uk 


Did you know? 


MNA Media 


Regional press is the most frequently 
acted upon media, with 61 % of people 
responding to advertising in 
the medium 


Base: Newspaper Society - Consumers Choice V 


WE HAVE A LARGE 
SELECTION OF 

• FRESH FLOWERS 

• BOUQUET BUNCHES ETC 

• SELECTION OF PLANTED 
ARRANGEMENTS INDOOR 
& OUTDOOR 

• SELECTION OF HOUSE PLANTS 
ORDER NOW OR POP IN 

ALL PRICES TO SUIT YOUR POCKET 

AVAILABLE UNTIL SUNDAY 
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NEWS 


History of canal tunnels 
talk to help raise funding 


THE history of the Dudley Canal Tunnel 
and 200-year-old limestone mines will be 
explored during a fundraising talk this- 
month. 

Dudley Canal Trust has helped develop 
the site into a leading attraction with plans 
under way for a £3.3m visitors’ centre. 

Chairman of the Dudley Canal Trust, 
Vic Smallshire, who founded the organisa¬ 
tion 50 years ago, will lead the talk on 
March 7. 

It will delve deeper into work done by the 
trust which welcomes around 80,000 visi¬ 
tors a year to the attraction on Birming¬ 
ham New Road, Dudley. 

The talk will be held at the Church Hall, 
in Vicarage Drive, off Kinver High Street, 
starting at 7.30pm. Tickets cost £7 with 


proceeds going to Mary Stevens Hospice in 
Stourbridge. They are available either 
from the Hospice shop in Kinver High 
Street, online from the Hospice website, 
from organiser Sylvia Sidaway on 01384 
877680 or on the door. 

Officials are waiting to hear if they have 
been successful in securing lottery and 
European funding to build the heritage 
and learning centre. 

The trust is working alongside Dudley 
Council which is planning a major redevel¬ 
opment of the Castle Hill area neighbour¬ 
ing the tunnel. This would better link 
Dudley Canal Trust with the Black 
Country Living Museum and Dudley Zoo 
to create a tourism destination. 


Come dine reunion bid 



Mandeep Rajput from TV’s 
Come Dine With Me 


DUDLEY contestants who fought 
it out in the kitchen on television 
show Come Dine With Me are 
hoping to hold a reunion. 

After a hard-fought week of culinary tri¬ 
umphs and disasters, the five hosts are 
looking to meet up again. 

Vicky Pell, the self-proclaimed Duchess of 
Dudley, and banker Mandeep Rajput were 
named joint winners of the show. 

Both scored 28 out of 40, beating fellow 
Dudley residents Adam, Sarah and Di, on 
the TV show where contestants judge each 
other’s skills as a host and cook. 

Grandmother-of-three Vicky, who runs 
Vicky’s Dog Grooming Parlour and Pet Shop 
in Quarry Bank High Street, said after¬ 
wards: “It wouldn’t have bothered me if I 
hadn’t won, if I’m honest. I’ve met some 


lovely people and had a fantastic dining 
experience.” Co-winner Mandeep Rajput, 
who will share the £1,000 prize with Vicky, 
was the first to host the others with a night 
featuring Indian cuisine and saucy bhangra 
dancing. The 38-year-old, a business devel¬ 
opment manager from Oldbury, said: “When 
I found out I’d won it was great news but I 
should have won clear, I think. 

“If I’d had to share I would have chosen to 
share with Vicky but everybody said that, by 
far, my night came across as the best.” 

Mandeep said he was trying to organise a 
reunion of the five contestants. He said: “We 
all had a right laugh and I got on with every¬ 
body.” The episodes were most notable, 
however, for the conflict between former 
Kingswinford School pupil Adam Reece, 
aged 26, and Sedgley spoon-playing pen¬ 
sioner and third place Di Dawson, aged 65. 


Author does 
card design 

A TOP author has designed 
a new library card for chil¬ 
dren in the Wyre Forest dis¬ 
trict and elsewhere in 
Worcestershire. 

Children aged up to 12 will 
soon be able to get their 
hands on the card, designed 
by Liz Pichon, from libraries 
across the county after it is 
launched on World Book Day 
on March 7. 

One of the UK’s rising 
stars in children’s litera¬ 
ture, Pichon was the winner 
at the 2012 National Book 
Award. 

Author of the popular 
Tom Gates series, she has 
included characters from 
the books in her design. 


Bronte classic is to 
be staged at centre 



Jane Williams, who plays the eponymous heroine Jane 
Eyre, with Gareth May who will play Mr Rochester 

A THEATRE company will be bringing classic novel Jane 
Eyre to life in a stage production this week. 

Dudley Little Theatre will stage the Charlotte Bronte novel 
in a production, which has been adapted for the stage by Willis 
Hall, at Netherton Arts Centre. 

Mrs Chris Ridgeway, publicity officer at the theatre 
company, said: “The production is brought to the stage in a 
way for the audience to see the different stages in the progress 
of the story. It should be a really interesting production. 

“It goes from when she is first at home in the house where 
she is taken as an orphan and treated very badly and then sent 
off to a very harsh boarding school to where eventually she 
becomes a governess and goes to the home of Mr Rochester. It 
is really a story for all time and is about love conquering adver¬ 
sity.” 

The production runs from March 6 to 9 at 7.30pm. The arts 
centre is located on Northfield Road, Netherton. 

Tickets are £7, with concessions at £6 and a discount of 10 
per cent off sales of 10 or more tickets. They are available from 
the Dudley Council Plus shop by calling 01384 812812, from 
Chris Ridgeway on 01384 872583 or 07582 318017, or Specs 
Maniac of Halesowen. 

Run organisers give 
charity £4,000 boost 

ORGANISERS of a fun run in a West Midland village have 
presented a cheque for more than £4,000 to a heart health 
charity. 

The Kinver 10k Road Race and 2k family fun run raised 
£4,275, bringing the total to more than £20,000 in the past 
six years. Almost 300 runners took part in the race last 
October in the surrounding roads around the South 
Staffordshire village. 

Cash from the event has been donated to the Dudley 
charity Action Heart based at Russells Hall Hospital. 

Race organiser, rotarian John Pittwod, said the final total 
was magnificent and thanked all who had paid the cash to 
support the runners. Overheads for the event had been pre¬ 
viously met through financial support from BodyKraft of 
Pensnett, Safeline Environmental of Hartlebury and the 
Dudley Motor Company. Action Heart spokeswoman Joy 
Brown said: “I would like to thank members of Kinver 
Rotary for organising another successful 10k race.” 





a UAU>> 





TTOoiKOTigCttSQai] GOd® ©Quo® 00 

Over 100 suites always in stock 

************** 

Many for immediate delivery 


I f 


Local Delivery 

Disposal of your old furniture 
Disposal of all packaging 
Set up of all beds* 



FREE Discount furniture Oidlti FREE 


Local Delivery 
within 10 miles 

HE3 


Call Today 01384 402522 

Unit 2-6, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DV6 7BG 

www.thedisoountfurnitureoutlet.oo.uk thediscountfurnitureoutlet@gmail.com 


DISPOSAL OF 
OLD FURNITURE 

1st Come 


Opening Times: Monday - Saturday 10am-5pm Sunday 10am-4pm 1 st Served 

MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE! 
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GARDENING 
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Be patience and earn 
bedding plant reward 


FEBRUARY is often the 
coldest month of the year, but 
despite this, it’s the time 
when real gardeners start to 
grow in earnest. 

The wise old birds that sow seed in 
mid winter are able to grow plants that 
will be ready for planting out at just the 
right time. 

Some bedding plants are relatively 
slow growers and need several months 
to transform from seeds to plants ready 
to flower. 

Tender geraniums, begonias and 
lobelia are examples that ideally need 
to be sown now so that they receive 18 
to 20 weeks of growth and are ready for 
planting out when frosts are finished 
around the end of May. 

It doesn’t matter what the weather 
is like, as long as you have a warm spot 
for germination and a bright win¬ 
dowsill on which the seedlings can 
grow. 

You just need patience for this early 
bird gardening that will save you 
plenty of money compared with buying 
garden-ready plants in May. 

Waste 

Simply take a clean plastic seed tray 
and fill it with fresh Miracle-Gro Seed 
& Cutting Compost. 

Use a flat piece of wood to level the 
surface and then place the tray in a 
shallow bowl of water to gradually 
moisten the compost from the bottom. 

As with all composts it pays to buy 
fresh every season as the nutrients 
available to the roots diminishes grad¬ 
ually after the bag is opened. 

Saving pennies by using up old 
compost is rarely the way to ensure 
good strong growth. 

Instead it can spell disaster and a 
total waste of your investment in 



Geranium 
such as the 
Vista Red 
pictured 
here, require 
darkness to 
germinate 
and do best 
in warm 
conditions 
of 24C 


Topical tips 


Take time to plan your flower 
borders, beds, hanging baskets 
and patio pots so you can buy 
packets of seed, pots of seedling 
plants or plug plants at the time 
when there is maximum choice 


packets of seed. Follow the pack 
instruction on your flower seed packet 
as to whether you should cover the seed 
with more compost and the tempera¬ 
ture required for germination. 

Bedding begonias need light while 


geraniums require darkness. To keep 
the compost evenly moist while germi¬ 
nation occurs, I find it useful to cover 
the tray with a plastic dome or slip the 
whole seed tray inside a white or clear 
plastic bag. 

Geraniums, begonia and lobelia ger¬ 
minate best in warm conditions of 24C 
(75F). 

Unfortunately they require this 
temperature consistently for fastest 
germination, which is where a thermo¬ 
statically controlled propagator comes 
in really handy. 

• Words and photographs supplied 
by John Clowes, of The Scotts 
Miracle-Gro Company 



If you are new to growing geranium from seed try Horizon Salmon, left or Mr Fothergill’s Mophead Selection 


Novice gardeners may 
find seedlings easier 


AS an alternative to sowing 
your own, your local garden 
centre or nursery will sell 
ready germinated seedlings 
that are much easier for 
novice gardeners to grow. 

A professional plant propagator will 
have already done the harden work of 
germination and your job is to give the 
plant enough space and light to grow to 
flowering size. 

To get these tiny treasures growing 
fast give them extra room and root 
space in a tip-top compost of your 
choice. 

Do this immediately after buying or 


otherwise the seedlings could easily 
dry out or grow lanky looking for light. 

For best results use trays that are 
ready separated into individual cells 
and a rich compost such as Miracle-Gro 
Expand ’n Gro or Miracle-Gro All 
Purpose Enriched Compost. 

Placed on a sunny windowsill, your 
plants will take a few weeks to get to a 
large enough stage that they need 
small but individual pots. 

Sturdy 

Giving these seedling plants and any 
others you buy steadily more room for 
roots to thrive is the best way to 
encourage sturdy growth. 

If you put seedling plants into too big 


a pot right from the beginning they do 
tend to sulk and not grow quickly, 
mainly because the large amount of 
compost, relative to the root ball, 
remains wet and cold. 

If you are new to geraniums from 
seed you will be pleased to find that 
Thompson & Morgan offer their 
World’s Top Six Mix of 30 seeds for £9 
that includes the pink Horizon Salmon 
or Mr Fothergdl’s Mophead Selection 
of several different vibrant colours for 
just over £3 for 10 seeds. 

Alternatively, if you are happy to 
grow just tradition deep crimson gera¬ 
niums why not try a packet of Suttons 
Vista Red that contains 25 seeds for 
just £3.55? 


L London Theatre Breaks 



Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £129. 95 
Dine and Dance from £139. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance 
before heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening performance. For both breaks the 
price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered 
are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £139. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening 
performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 

Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £189. 95 
Theatre Weekend from £189. 95 

These popular theatre packages to the West End depart from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on 
the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the Theatre Showstopper package or choose your price band 
for the Saturday evening performance with the Theatre Weekend package. 


*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single room supplements apply. 


Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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NEWS 


Bill for treating foreign 

patients hits £45,000 


Foodbank is the 
chosen charity 



Kelvin Bates at food bank in Halesowen which has been 
named the Ryemarket Shopping Centre’s charity of the year 

A HALESOWEN foodbank with branches across the Black 
Country has been chosen by a shopping centre as its spon¬ 
sored charity for 2013. 

The Ryemarket in Stourbridge has offered to fundraise 
for the Black Country Foodbank and help raise its profile 
throughout the year. 

Wendy Fryatt, who founded the foodbank, said she was 
“delighted” her organisation had been selected. 

She added: “It’s absolutely amazing and it will do so 
much to help raise our profile and hopefully help us raise 
more donations and recruit more volunteers.” 

Kelvin Bates, floor house manager at the foodbank’s 
main warehouse, in Little Cornbow, Halesowen, said it fed 
more than 12,000 people in 2012. 

“In this day and age, should there really be a need for 
foodbanks in civilised society?” 

More than a dozen Stourbridge organisations submitted 
applications to become the shopping centre’s charity of the 
year. Centre manager Kelley Dyas said there had been “sev¬ 
eral outstanding candidates” but the foodbank was the 
most deserving as it helped all ages and backgrounds. 


Lady golfers 
putt in a lot 
of funding 

LADY golfers have got into 
the swing of fundraising and 
handed a cheque for £4,251 
to Stourbridge’s Mary 
Stevens Hospice. 

The money was raised by 
the ladies of Hagley Golf and 
Country Club. 

Fundraising events 
included sales of calendars, 
depicting members and 
scenes from around the golf 
club, a Ladies’ Ascot Day 
and a walk around Mary 
Stevens Park. 

Raffles and a sponsored 
swim by a member’s daugh¬ 
ter also brought the cash 
rolling in. 

Celia Shakespeare, lady 
captain of the club, said: 
“We are very proud of our 
contribution.” 


Schools to 
get £8.5m 
for repairs 

SCHOOLS in Dudley have 
received a £8.5 million wind¬ 
fall to repair buildings and 
help create extra places for 
pupils. 

The cash has been 
awarded by the Department 
for Education and will be 
available to spend from 
April. 

Dudley Council will have 
£5.4m to use to revamp 
school buildings while a 
£3.1m pot will be used to 
create new school places. 

Across the country the 
Government has announced 
more than £4 billion will be 
made available. 

Dudley South MP Chris 
Kelly said: “This extra 
money for school buildings 
will be very welcome.” 


Council team victory 

SPORTING council workers and councillors raised £270 for 
charity when they took part in an indoor cricket match. 

The staff and councillors, competed on behalf of Team 
DB (Team Dudley Borough) which was set up earlier this 
year to help raise money for good causes. 

They battled it out in the match which took place at the 
old Pensnett High School site. The team of Dudley council¬ 
lors won the game with one ball to spare. 

The match will be followed by a calendar full of events 
that could also feature bowling, football, swimming, fishing 
and even dragon boat racing. Following the Olympic success 
of Team GB in 2012, Dudley Council kicked off the New 
Year by launching Team DB. Team DB will arrange and 
take part in charity sports events throughout the year. 


FOREIGN patients have left Dudley’s NHS trust with a bill of more 
than £45,000 during the past five years, according to new figures that 
claim hospitals across the region are owed £1 million. 

The NHS has been forced to write-off thousands in debt that bosses have been unable 
to claim back from overseas patients. Britain has healthcare agreements with some coun¬ 
tries and provides free NHS care for those living in Britain regardless of nationality, while 
most other foreign visitors have to pay for non-emergency treatment. But hospitals say 


there are often complications when trying 
to claim back the money, and the decision to 
write off debt is always a last resort. 

Overseas patients treated at Dudley 
Group NHS Foundation Trust have clocked 
up £45,496 debt in the past five years while 
the trust has had to write off £71,041 of 
debt during the same period. Some of this 
would have been accumulated before 2008. 

Stourbridge MP Margot James said: 
“This is an unacceptable use of NHS 
resources. Hospitals should carry out checks 
on people’s immigration status if there is 
any doubt about their eligibility for treat¬ 
ment and, unless it is a medical emergency 
or a need for maternity or antenatal care, 
healthcare treatment should be refused.” 

Russells Hall Hospital and its foreign 
patients policy hit the headlines in October 


by Sharon Marris 


2011 when an illegal immigrant from Pak¬ 
istan was deported after more than a year 
at the hospital. 

Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust 
chief executive Paula Clark said: “The 
trust’s turnover is £288 million; the money 
owed by non EU patients is comparatively 
small compared to other NHS organisa¬ 
tions. However, we take monies owed to the 
trust seriously and in all cases we vigor¬ 
ously pursue outstanding debt where possi¬ 
ble.” 

Wolverhampton’s hospital trust was left 
with the highest debt in the region. It is 
owed £757,919.98 from overseas patients 
and has had to write off £174,428.95. 


Police to answer 
questions from 
people on Web 

RESIDENTS can quiz police about crime in their area in 
a web chat activity next week. Insp Dez Lambert, who is 
responsible for neighbourhood teams across Halesowen 
and Stourbridge, will host the internet discussion next 
Tuesday between 6pm and 8pm. Residents can ask any 
questions about neighbour- f j ~ 

New deal for 
accountants 


hood policing issues of 
interest or of concern. 

Topics of interest also to 
be covered include the five 
priorities for the Dudley 
borough previously 

requested by residents after 
consultation. 

These include speeding, 
anti-social behaviour, bur¬ 
glary, drug related crime 
and retail theft. 

Community meetings and 
the Neighbourhood Watch 
Association will also be up 
for discussion. 

To take part in the web 
chat or to observe com¬ 
ments householders should 
visit the Dudley police 
homepage at www.dudley- 
police.org.uk and click the 
“play” button. 


HALESOWEN chartered 
accountancy firm Nicklin 
has continued its expansion 
with another takeover deal, 
this time acquiring 

Crowther Beard of Worces¬ 
ter. 

No price-tag is being put 
on the deal which is the sec¬ 
ond merger for Nicklin in 
the space of eight months. 

The deal will see Crowther 
Beard, which also has an 
office in Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire, changing its 
name to Nicklin, although it 
will continue to work from 
its present offices. 


Activities 
have been 
scheduled 
at reserves 

A HOST of activities will 
take place at nature 
reserves in Dudley over 
the coming weeks. 

A walk through The 
Leasowes, Halesowen will 
take place on March 16 
from 10am to noon to 
explore the Grade 1 listed 
site. This will also feature 
the new Coombswood 
Nature Reserve. 

Places need to be booked 
by on 01384 814642. Par¬ 
ticipants should meet at 
the wardens’ base, off 
Mucklow Hill. 

A six-mile walk will be at 
Buckpool and Fens Pool on 
March 21 from 10am to 
1.30pm crossing the River 
Stour. 

Walkers will set off from 
the wardens’ office at Dell 
Stadium, at the junction of 
Bryce Road and Pensnett 
Road, Pensnett. Bookings 
can be made on 01384 
812780. 


Trade Prices to the Public 


V i t r A 


TROJAN 


KkVISIOCK 


AQUALt SA 


P AND L SHAPED BATHS 


L NOW ONLY 

£350 

P NOW ONLY 

£300 


INCLUDES: 

fowl rail, bath, bath screen with safety glass. 


/ 


Quality Modern 
Suites * 


Toilet + 
Basin 

From Just 

£120 


1050 Combi Unit 

i. 


£399 Sale Price 

£299 



NEW Walk in Showers 
with tray and glass screen 

from £350 


Waterfall 

Basin Mixer, •* 
waterfall bath 
filler and waste 

£150 


Round and 
Square 
IWin 
Showers 

from £200 




The cheapest supply and fit in the Midlands 

Pop in and see us, these prices can’t last forever 

Bathroom sh^P 



TUBULAR 

RADIATORS 



QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 



32 LYDE GREEN, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 2PG 

01384 634836 or 07333 978661 
www.thebathroomshopcradley.co.uk 
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star if extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the 
Express & Star, offers a wide range of short breaks and holidays. 
For your security, our tour operators are members of ABTA - the 
Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air Travel Organisers 
Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless other¬ 
wise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take 
bookings over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages 
for full description plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to 
availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


Portofino, 

Florence and Tiiscany 

Eight days, selected dates April to October 


£589 


This holiday to Italy is based in one of 
Tuscany’s most celebrated spa resorts, 
Montecatini Terme, and you have a choice of 
staying in one of two comfortable hotels. 

The sun-blessed resort of Montecatini Terme is located 
close to many of the province’s greatest cities and boasts 
beautiful parks, gardens, stylish shops and restaurants. 

Above the main town, and reached by an historic 
funicular railway, you will find the stunning, fortified 
medieval quarter of Montecatini Alto with its sweeping 
piazza and winding streets lined with ancient churches 
and elegant palazzos. 




During your stay you will tour the Ligurian coast with time in elegant Santa Margherita. This is 
followed by a boat trip to ultra-chic Portofino, which despite the crowds, glitz and glamour, remains one of the 
Mediterranean’s most idyllic settings. 


Perhaps one of the highlights of the holiday will be the 
trip to Florence, dominated by by the dome of the 
Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore and home to the 
famous galleries of Accademia and Uffizi (entrances 
payable locally. 

Two optional excursions are also offered, the first 
visiting Pisa and Lucca, and the second to the Ligurian 
coast and the Cinque Terre, a quintet of ancient villages 
squeezed into a series of tiny coves. 


.Seve^nlgMs a ' rPOrtS 

•Full day visit to Portofino 
•Full day tour to Florence 
•Services of a tour manager 

Subiec * to lability - Supplement 


Organised by 

Newmarket Air Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325 ) 


Kew Gardens 
Tree Tops Walk 


and Hampton Court 

Two days departing June 22 



PRICE FROM 


£129 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to Kew Gardens and Rhizotron and Xstrata 
Treetop Walkway 

•Entrance to Hampton Court Palace, Gardens and Maze 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


The Eden Project 

and the Lost Gardens 


of Heligan 


Four days departing July 12 and 19 



PRICE FROM 


£249 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to the Lost Gardens of Heligan and the 
Eden Project 
•Visit to Torquay 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Lindisfarne and 
The Alnwick Garden 


Three days departing June 28 and Sept 20 



PRICE FROM 


£165 


•Return coach travel 

•Two nights half-board accommodation 

•Entrance to The Alnwick Garden 

•Visits to Durham, Bamburgh and Lindisfarne 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Norfolk Gardens 

and the Lavender Harvest 


Three days departing July 19 



PRICE FROM 


£219 


•Return coach travel 

•Two nights half-board accommodation 

•Tour of the Norfolk Lavender Fields and Distillery 

•Cream tea 

•Entrance to the Bressingham Steam Centre 
and Gardens 

•Entrance to Sandringham House and Gardens 
•Visit to Cambridge 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Diamond (ABTA W0552) 


Royal Ascot 
on Ladies Day 


Chelsea 
Flower Show 


London Shopping 
Breaks 


Spalding 
Flower Parade 


Day trip departing June 20 


Two days departing May 24 


and Barnsdale Gardens 

Two days selected monthly departure dates Two days departing May 4 



PRICE FROM 


£89. 95 


•Return coach travel 

•Brunch-time full English breakfast with a glass of 
sparkling wine 

•Admission to the Silver Ring enclosure (upgrade offered) 
•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 



PRICE FROM 


£169. 95 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show 
•Visit to Windsor 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£99. 95 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation 

•Free time in London for shopping and sightseeing 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£99. 95 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation 

•Visit to Spalding Flower Parade 

•Entrance to Geoff Hamilton’s Barnsdale Gardens 

•Visit to Stamford 

•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Dubrovnik, the 
Dalmatian Coast 
and Montenegro 

Eight days various departure dates 


Monet’s Garden 
Rouen and Paris 

Four days departing May 17, Aug 2, Oct 18 


Bruges by Eurostar 

Four days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£799 


•Return flights 

•Seven nights half-board accommodation 
•Tour of Dubrovnik 
•Visits to Trogir and Mostar 
•Tour of Montenegro 

•Visit to Split and tour of the Emperor Diocletian’s 
monumental palace 

•Visit to Krka National Park and its waterfalls 
•Escorted by a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 



PRICE FROM 


£175 


•Return coach travel and Channel crossings 
•Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Visit to Giverny including admission to Monet’s House 
and Gardens 

•Visits to Rouen and Paris 
•Optional excursions offered 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 



PRICE FROM 


£249 


•Return standard class seat on Eurostar 

•Return rail connection to London (selected dates) 

•Return coach transfers overseas 

•Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

•Guided walking tour of Bruges 

•Visit to a traditional chocolate maker 

•Visit to Ypres and the First World War battlefields 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Certain entrance fees payable locally 
Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744) 
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from a teacher and a cat 


Young Wolverhampton actor 
Richard Astbury is returning to 
the city in the hit musical Cats. He 
talks to Peter Madeley about how 
he got into drama 

A YOUNG Wolverhampton 
actor is coming home to 
perform the biggest role of 
his life in the hit musical Cats 
at the Grand Theatre. 

And Richard Astbury is looking 
forward to playing in his home city. 

“Some of my friends and family 
haven’t seen me perform since my 
school days,” the 21-year-old who 
family still live in Castlecroft said. 

“The last time I played at the Grand 
was a small part in West Side Story 
when I was 17, but it’s nice to return to 
Wolverhampton in such a big produc¬ 
tion. 

“Cats is a show I have always wanted 
to do.” 


In preparation for his feline role, 
Richard was fortunate enough to 
receive some training from an expert. 

He said: “My character, Coricopat, is 
a quiet cat with the ability to see what 
is happening before most of the other 
characters. 

“Luckily I’ve got a cat at home called 
Shadow, and he was a real inspiration. 

“Watching him move around at 
home helped me learn how to adapt my 
body to play the role of a cat.” 

Richard credits one of his former 
head teacher at Castlecroft Primary 
School for encouraging him to attend 
auditions as a youngster. 

He said: “Tish Keech used to send 
me out to auditions all over the Mid¬ 
lands. 

“She helped me to land lead roles in 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat while I was in Year 5, and A 




Christmas Carol the following year.” learn the show in a short period of 
Richard continued honing his craft time, meaning eight hours of 
at Smestow School and also spent time rehearsals each day.” 
treading the boards at Stagecoach Based on T.S. Eliot’s Old Possum’s 
Theatre Arts School and Wolverhamp- Book of Practical Cats, Andrew Lloyd 
ton Musical Comedy Company. Webber’s record-breaking musical is a 

Last year he gained a degree in real favourite with theatre goers, 
musical theatre from Arts Education Vicky Price, the Grand’s PR 
School, London. manager, said: “Cats is returning to 

“It was the most amazing three the Grand for the first time in a decade 
years of my life, and a great introduc- and promises to be a real highlight of 
tion into the professional world of our spring programme, 
musical theatre,” he said. “As the only Midlands venue on the 

Richard is currently in Edinburgh UK tour, the demand for tickets has 
going through the final stages of been high and we are delighted with 
rehearsals. the responses we have had from audi- 

He said: “It has been an exhausting ences so far.” 
five weeks, but the whole experience Cats opens at the Grand on March 19 

has been very rewarding. We had to and runs until March 30. 


Weddings, Birthdays, 
Children's Parties, Events 

• You choose your music for your special occasion 

• TXT requests available, so no embarrassing moments 

• blot just lights, but a light show • Venue advice 

• Reliability guaranteed • Fully insured • RAT Tested 
equipment • 15% off all hookings before 30.04.2013 

If you want professional DJ & Event Management,where it's 

your choice that counts... call 07817 917 263 

Email: enquiries@secondcitymusicuh.co.uh Find us on: 
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GREAT EARLYBIRD SAVING 




Fri 3 ■ 7pm & ^^Curry Night 
Sat 12 • 5pm with every homemade 

curry ordered 

Pud Night 5pm to 9pm receive a FREE pint 
Only £5.95 

Sunday Luncl 

ak Night after 5 pm 2 courses Only £5.: 


Saltwells Lanej 


Find us on/' 

Facebook * WWW. 

*Not to be used in conjunction 
Not available Bank Holidays. **Pint of 
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What’s On! Halesowen 


Folk sound of the 
Fureys in concert 

Irish folk music legends- 
The Fureys and Davey 
Arthur will be appearing 
for a special St Patrick’s 
weekend concert on Satur¬ 
day March 16 at Dudley 
Town Hall. 

Renowned for their hits 
When You Were Sweet 16, 
The Green fields of France, 
Red Rose cafe, From Clare 
to here and many more The 
Fureys have been enter¬ 
taining audiences world¬ 
wide for 35 years. 

Their fans include 
former Irish President 
Mary McAleese. 

The concert starts at 
7.30pm and tickets are 
£ 20.00 

Dudley’s darker 
side on display 

COFFINS and cholera, 
monks and murder, riots, 
plagues, preachers, pick¬ 
pockets and prostitutes are 
will be on show in a celebra¬ 
tion of the darker side of 
Dudley. 

They will all be around in 
a tour that will throw up 
some of the odd characters 
from Dudley’s past. 

Due to the content of 
some stories, it is not rec¬ 
ommended for anyone 
under 16 

The tour will start at the 
Court Public House, New 
Street on Sunday March 24 
at 7pm. Tickets are £7.00 

Ken’s happiness 

KEN Dodd’s Happiness 
Show is coming to Dudley 
Town Hall this weekend. 
The marathon show on 
Saturday March 9 starts at 
7pm. Tickets are £20.00 
and £18.00 


Phantom to haunt theatre 
with his music of the night 


THE PHANTOM of the Opera arrives at Birm¬ 
ingham Hippodrome on Wednesday for an 
eight-week season, the final venue on the 
much-loved show’s 25th anniversary tour. 

Cameron Mackintosh’s spectacular touring version 
marks a quarter century since Andrew Lloyd-Webber’s 
blockbuster musical first opened in London’s theatreland, 
where it still runs at Her Majesty’s Theatre. 

One of the most popular West End phantoms, Earl Car¬ 
penter, will don the mask as the eerie figure who controls 
the career of soprano Christine, played by Katie Hall, from 
behind the scenes... and murdering anyone at the Paris 



Earl Carpenter is to portray 
The Phantom of the Opera 
Picture by Alistair Muir 


Opera who gets in the way of 
his ambitions for her. 

The musical is known for 
its stunning set-pieces, 
including the Masquerade 
costume ball, the Phantom’s 
subterranean lair and a 
certain something involving 
a chandelier. 

Angel 

The songs have become 
some of the most popular in 
musical theatre, including 
The Music of the Night, 
Think of Me and All I Ask Of 
You. 

Tickets to see the 
Phantom’s doomed love 
affair with his ‘Angel of 
Music’ have been in such 
demand that the Hippo¬ 
drome has put on extra 
matinee performances. 

For the latest news on 
tickets see the theatre’s 
website or call 0844 338 
5000. 


Again, again, never again for Quo 



Still rockin’ - Rick Parfitt and Francis Rossi of Status Quo seen in action last year 


THE Status Quo gigs at 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
tonight (Thursday) and on 
March 13 mark the only 
opportunities to catch the 
return of the original line-up. 

Quo guitar stalwarts 
Francis Rossi and Rick Parfitt 
will be joined by Alan Lan¬ 
caster and John Coghlan for a 
one-off set of reunion dates. 
These include two gigs at 
Wolverhampton after the 
March 13 concert sold out in 
minutes, prompting tonight’s 
extra date. 

History 

Status Quo manager Simon 
Porter said: “This is a real 
moment in the chequered 
history of Status Quo and it 
comes after 30 years of acri¬ 
mony and ten years of law 
suits and court battles. Just 
two years ago the thought of 
the Frantic Four performing 
again was unthinkable. Now, 
50 years on from when 
Francis and Alan first per¬ 
formed together as school¬ 
boys, it is fitting that 
everything has come full 
circle.” 

Tonight’s gig at the Civic is 
also set to sell out the venue. 


Unmythable time 
at the Town Hall 

LEGENDARY Greek 
heroes are all set to take 
you on a journey of a life¬ 
time. 

The greates myths from 
Jason and the Argonauts 
to the Odyssey and the 
man with the original 
goldent touch King Midas 
are packed into just one 
hour. 

Whether you’re new to 
Greek myths or a diehard 
fan, come onboard for 
Unmythable, the award¬ 
winning theatre, story¬ 
telling and songs. 

Stourbridge Town Hall 
will be scene of epic fights 
and fantastical flights in 
an adventure which has 
something for everyone. 

The show starts at 
1.30pm on Friday March 
15. Tickets are £7.00. 

School parties will be in 
attendance at the show. 

Bronte’s story of 
devotion and love 

CHARLOTTE Bronte’s 
classic Jane Eyre will be 
performed by Dudley 
Little Theatre until Satur¬ 
day March 9. 

The story is of the love of 
a plain but passionate girl 
for the embittered and 
lonely Mr Rochester. 

The performances will 
be at the Netherton Arts 
Centre at 7.30pm and 
tickets are £7 for adults 
and £6 concession. 

Sketchbook show 

THE Fox Sketchbook is an 
exhibition by Dudley 
Museum and Art Gallery 
of recently gained works, 
from local artist Ernest 
Fox which are on show 
until March 9, entry is free. 



Hassle Freeways Out and Short Breaks 


Saturday 9th 

OTC... OFF THE CHARTS!!! 

Sunday 10th 

SUNDAY NIGHT IS 
KARAOKE NIGHT!!! 

Monday 11th 

SHANES KARAOKE NIGHT 

Tuesday 12th 

PREDATORS KARAOKE 
AT THE KNIGHTS QUEST 

Wednesday 13th 

ADRIAN MICHAELS 

Thursday 14th 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


1Z.00-Z.30 pm, 6-8 pm Jt 

Fri Sat 1 Z.00-Z.30 pm IE. O ■ W 
GREAT STEAK & GRILL DEALS 
NEW IVIEIMU 

Featuring Grills and Succulent Steaks 
Available 7 days a week 


We serve untl lam on Sundays, 

Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 1am May, 2am Friday & Saturday 
DOOR i CLOSE 11.00 pm 1hr$, Fri, Sal, Sun • Strictly Smart Casual t No Hats ur Sportswear 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


± 


• WESTON SUPER MARE (2 seats for £25)- 

Monday 1st April (Bank Holiday)* 

• WEST MIDLANDS SAFARI PARK 

Thursday 4th April (Half Term) 

• WELLESBOURNE MARKET & STRATFORD UPON AVON 
Saturday 6th April (2 seats £20) 

• DRAYTON MANOR THEME PARK & ZOO 
Tuesday 9th April (Half Term) 

• LLANDUDNO - Day Trip from £14.00 
Saturday 13th April (Half Term) 

• TORQUAY - 5 DAYS HALF HOARD, Derwent Hotel, 
Just £240 p/p Tribute to the Stars, 

Mon 24th June 


Coach Trips from 
£11 each 


%inffs 9{orton Coaches 

Call for a 2013 Excursion Brochure 

0121 550 8519 

or view on-line at: www.kingsnortoncoaches.co.uk 
12-53 seater coaches available for private hire 

Airport/Seaport and City Transfers - Stag and Hen Parties 


Highlights & Perms from £20 

includes Cut & Blow Wave senior citizens Day 

-EVERYDAY! 




Spray Tans 

from just £10 


y Local Mobile Hairdresser 

Call Today - 
07858 012271 Tanning Available In Your Own Home! 
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What’s On! 

SATURDAY’S TV 9.03.13 Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Jonathan Ross 


The Jonathan Ross Show 
ITV, 9.20pm 

In 1978, Grease became 
one of the best-loved 
musicals of all time; it 
spawned three number 
ones for Olivia Newton- 
John, and helped breathe 
new life into her career. 
Despite subsequent film 
vehicles Xanadu, and Two 
of a Kind failing to 
recapture the same magic, 
her 1981 album Physical 
became a soundtrack for 
the “Jane Fonda Workout” 
generation. Recently a new 
wave of fans have become 
devoted to her, thanks to 
appearances on Glee and 
the ongoing appeal of 
Grease. This week, Olivia 
drops into the studio to plug 
her UK tour. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 Nigel Slater’s 
Simple Cooking. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

12.15 Football Focus. 1.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 2.00 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. 4.25 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 4.35 Live 
Six Nations Rugby Union. 

7.00 Let’s Dance for Comic 

Relief. Alex Jones and Steve 
Jones present as the finalists 
- including Tim Vine, The 
Soap Stars, Antony Cotton 
and Katherine Ryan - take to 
the floor one last time. Last 
in the series. 

8.25 The National Lottery: In It to 

Win It. Dale Winton presents 
the quiz in which five 
contestants pit their wits to 
scoop a big cash prize. 
Includes the National Lottery 
draws, presented by Jenni 
Falconer. 

9.15 Casualty. Ash and Zoe 

struggle to make a teenage 
boy accept the severity of his 
father’s condition, while 
Linda helps a pregnant 
woman cope with her no¬ 
good boyfriend. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Highlights 
of the latest matches in the 
Premier League, including 
Reading v Aston Villa at the 
Madejski Stadium and 
Queens Park Rangers v 
Sunderland at Loftus Road; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.25The Football League Show. 
Highlights and all the goals 
from today’s fixtures in the 
Championship, League One 
and League Two, including 
Crystal Palace v Leeds 
United at Selhurst Park. 
12.35 Film: Color of Night. (1994) 
Thriller, starring Bruce Willis. 2.30 
Weatherview. 2.35 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 7.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 8.00 Great British 
Menu. (R) 8.30 Great British Menu. 
(R) 9.00 Great British Menu. (R) 

9.30 Great British Menu. (R) 10.00 
A History of Britain by Simon 
Schama. (R) 11.00 Meet the 
Ancestors. (R) 11.30 The Sky at 
Night. (R) 11.50 Coast. 12.00 
Indian Food Made Easy. (R) 12.30 
Mastermind. (R) 1.00 University 
Challenge. (R) 1.30 Talking 
Pictures. 2.20 Film: The Man from 
Laramie. (1955) Western, starring 
James Stewart. 4.00 Coast. (R) 

4.30 Final Score. 5.30 Flog It! 

6.30 Your Paintings: A Culture 
Show Special. Alastair 
Sooke and Bendor 
Grosvenor explore a website 
showcasing all publicly 
owned oil paintings held in 
collections across the United 
Kingdom. 

7.30 Top Gear Africa Special - 
Part One. Part one of two. 
Jeremy Clarkson, Richard 
Hammond and James May 
visit Africa on a mission to 
find the definitive source of 
the Nile using grit, ingenuity 
and ageing estate cars. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. An exercise 
with the regular army goes 
well, until Mainwaring 
assumes the role of an 
enemy agent. Comedy, 
starring Arthur Lowe and 
Clive Dunn. (R) 

9.00 Film: Made in Dagenham. 

(2010) Premiere. Fact-based 
comedy drama, starring Sally 
Hawkins and Miranda 
Richardson. 

10.50 Ford’s Dagenham Dream. 

The changing fortunes of the 
car manufacturer. (R) 

11.50 Film: Bat*21 . (1988) 
Vietnam War drama, starring 
Gene Hackman. 

1.30 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Mickey Mouse 
Clubhouse. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 6.35 
The Hive. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 
7.00 Dino Dan. (R) 7.10 Canimals. 
(R) 7.20 Canimals. (R)7.25 
Bookaboo. 7.40 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. (R) 8.05 Ultimate 
Spider-Man. 8.30 Victorious. 9.00 
Jessie. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 10.25 My 
Tasty Travels with Lynda 
Bellingham. (R) 11.25 All Star 
Family Fortunes. (R) 12.10 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.15 Live FA Cup 
Football. 3.00 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special. (R) 4.00 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; 

Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 You’ve Been Framed! 

Motorcycle mayhem, 
garden-based gaffes and 
swimming pool slip-ups. (R) 
7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. Little Ant and Dec 
interview Justin Bieber. 

8.20 The Cube. A personal trainer 
and an occupational 
therapist try to complete a 
series of increasingly difficult 
tasks in the hope of winning 
a jackpot of £250,000. Phillip 
Schofield hosts. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

With Keith Lemon, Olivia 
Newton-John and Nicole 
Scherzinger. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

Action from the first two 
sixth-round ties. 

11.35 Celebrity Who Wants to Be 
a Millionaire?: Mother’s 
Day Special. With David 
Walliams, Oily Murs and 
Patsy Palmer. (R) 

12.40 Jackpot247. Interactive 
gaming. 3.00 In Plain Sight. (R) 
3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.15 Sali Mali. (R) 6.20 The Treacle 
People. (R) 6.35 The Grid. 7.00 
Jump Boys: Channel 4 Racing. 

7.55 The Morning Line. 8.55 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

9.25 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 9.55 Frasier. (R) 10.50 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 11.20 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R)11.45 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.20 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.45 Undercover 
Boss USA. (R) 1.45 Channel 4 
Racing. 4.10 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 4.40 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

5.10 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.45 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.15 Come Dine with Me. Susan 
Rogers hosts the final 
evening in Milton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire. (R) 

6.45 Channel 4 News. 

6.55 4thought.tv. A member of 
the public talks about atheist 
“churches”. 

7.00 The Queen’s Hidden 

Cousins. Two nieces of the 
Queen Mother who were 
born with learning 
difficulties. (R) 

8.00 Kevin McCloud’s Man Made 
Home. An experiment where 
dog excrement is used to 
create methane. (R) 

9.00 Film: Skyline. (2010) 
Premiere. A couple try to 
escape when alien spacecraft 
descend from the sky, 
mesmerising and capturing 
the humans below. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Eric Balfour and 
Scottie Thompson. 

10.50 Film: The Hole. (2001) 
Thriller, with Thora Birch and 
Keira Knightley. 

12.50 Ricky Gervais: Science. (R) 

1.45 Hollyoaks. 3.50 What’s Fufu? 
(R) 3.55 Deal or No Deal. (R) 4.50 
Countdown. (R) 5.35 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. (R) 5.45 Baking 
Mad with Eric Laniard. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Power 
Rangers Samurai. (R) 10.45 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 
11.05 Inside Hollywood. 11.10 
Robson’s Extreme Fishing 
Challenge. (R) 12.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.15 Film: Carnal 
Innocence. (2011) 3.05 Film: 
Columbo: A Trace of Murder. 

(1997) 4.55 Film: Yanks. (1979) 

7.15 5 News Weekend. 

7.20 CSI: NY. A model is found 
apparently electrocuted in a 
giant Martini glass high 
above Times Square, and a 
robbery-homicide at a 
restaurant turns into a full¬ 
blown hostage crisis. (R) 

8.10 NCIS. The team heads into 
the desert to locate an artist 
who might be able to help 
solve the murder of a fellow 
agent, and DiNozzo learns he 
is in line for an inheritance. (R) 

9.10 NCIS. Vance insists on taking 
charge of an investigation 
into the fatal shooting of a 
boxer - but finds his past 
coming under scrutiny as the 
case unfolds. (R) 

10.05 Law & Order: Special 

Victims Unit. A couple are 
found murdered in a truck, 
prompting the detectives to 
investigate a Mexican drug 
cartel linked to one of the 
victims - but the case proves 
more complex than expected. 
11.00 Law & Order: Criminal 

Intent. A murder is linked to 
a psychological study. 

11.55 Inside Hollywood. Magazine 
show. (R) 

12.05 SuperCasino. 4.00 
HouseBusters. (R) 4.25 Divine 
Designs. (R) 4.50 County Secrets. 
(R) 5.05 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.15 
The Milkshake! Show. (R) 5.40 
Thomas & Friends. (R) 5.50 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Merlin 7.45 Doctor Who 8.35 
Film: The Sorcerer’s Apprentice 
(2010) 10.15 Bluestone 42 10.45 
World’s Craziest Fools 11.15 Family 
Guy 

BBC Four 

7.00 Britain’s Natural World - A 
Highland Haven 8.00 Carved with 
Love: The Genius of British 
Woodwork 9.00 Spiral 4: State of 
Terror 10.50 Blondie: One Way or 
Another 
ITV2 

3.35 You’ve Been Framed! 6.10 
Film: Beethoven (1991) 7.55 Film: 
Ocean’s Thirteen (2007) 10.20 
Celebrity Juice 11.10 Film: Love 
Actually (2003) 

ITV3 

3.55 Film: The Magnificent Two 
(1967) 5.50 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 

6.55 Lewis. A man is found dead in 
the Bodleian Library basement. 

9.00 Foyle’s War 11.05 Film: Dead 
Calm (1989) 

ITV4 

3.00 Tartan Triumphs 4.00 Amazing 
Argentina 5.00 Film: Destry (1954) 
7.00 TT Legends 7.30 GT Academy 
8.00 River Monsters: Killer Sharks 
and Rays 9.00 Film: Kull the 
Conqueror (1997) 11.00 Film: 

Enter the Dragon (1973) 

E4 

3.35 Rules of Engagement 6.00 
The Big Bang Theory 7.00 Happy 
Endings 8.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 8.30 2 Broke Girls 9.00 
Film: Date Movie (2006) 10.40 
Ricky Gervais: Science 11.45 The 
Big Bang Theory 

Film4 

2.35 Swiss Family Robinson (1960) 

5.10 The Last Mimzy (2007) 

7.00 Turner & Hooch (1989) 

9.00 Hitman (2007) 10.50 Eli 
Roth on Horror 10.55 The Last 
Exorcism (2010) 


TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign for The TV Amplifier will be given free to keep. 
Better Hearing we are now giving enquirers with batteries included. There is no obligation 
with hearing difficulties a FREE TV Amplifier to purchase and all genuine enquirers will be 
to help with everyday sounds around the home delighted with this free offer from Amplifon. 

- great for conversation, listening to TV, radio, 

even birds singing! Most people with hearing HlllTy limited Stock available, 
difficulties could benefit from this offer. 


FREEPHONE 0800 023 48 62 


/first realised I was losing my 
hearing when I was struggling to 
hear the TV. I now wear hearing 
aids and no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore. » 




Quote 
LOC0603 * 


Dr Chris Steele MBE 


Please tell me how I can claim my FREE TV Amplifier 

Mr O' Mis JT/jl Ms O (pteetick) Other _ 


Telephone_Mobile 

The National Campaign for Better Hearing is a trading na 
Simply address your envelope to FREEPOST Amplifon. 


THE PLAZA MALI 


MARKET PLACE HALESOWEN 



Tel: 07740193369 / 07706816144 


PHOTO ID NECESSARY 



..With our specialist 
in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, 
Cupping & Ear 
Candle 



We can help if you 


We can also help 


• Suffering with pains in neck, 
shoulder, elbow, lower back & knee 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, 
trapped nervous, soft tissue injury 
& sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen 
joints after operations such as hip 
replacement and knee replacement 

• Suffer with overweight 


• Infertile couples to get pregnant 
with a high success rate through 
acupuncture and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving egg 
quality and sperm count prior to 
IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are not sure of, 
visit us for a confidential consultation 
or telephone for an appointment 



Open 10.30 - 5.30 
Monday - Saturday 


10B Peckingham Street 
Halesowen 
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What’s On! 

j SUNDAY’S TV 10 . 03.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association | 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Douglas Henshall 


Shetland 
BBC1, 9pm 

Douglas Henshall has 
popped up in a number of 
dramas lately, including 
Doors Open and The 
Secret of Crickley Hall. He’s 
clearly been a very busy 
man because he’s back 
again in this two-parter, 
playing Detective Jimmy 
Perez, who returns to 
Shetland after years 
away. But his homecoming 
isn’t going to be as 
quiet and undemanding as 
he’d hoped for. 
Archaeologist Hattie 
James discovers some 
suspicious human remains, 
and the owner of the 
croft on which they were 
found, is subsequently 
murdered. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.55 Match of the 
Day. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 
11.00 Sunday Politics; Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 12.25 Countryfile. 
(R) 1.20 Call the Midwife. (Ft) 2.20 
Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 5.00 
Escape to the Country. (R) 5.30 
Songs of Praise. 

6.05 Deadly 60 on a Mission. 
Komodo dragons, Bengal 
tigers and Egyptian vultures 
in Asia. 

6.35 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.00 Countryfile: A Royal 

Appointment. The team 
visits Prince Charles’s 
Gloucestershire estate for a 
special edition in which his 
royal highness talks about 
his passion for the 
countryside and love of 
organic farming. Including 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 
8.00 Call the Midwife. Chummy 
and Peter prepare for the 
arrival of their baby and 
Jenny’s love life is looking up 
- but then the future of the 
convent comes under threat. 
Last in the series. 

9.00 Shetland. A woman’s 

shooting in the Shetlands 
leads the police to investigate 
a long-standing feud 
between two families. Two- 
part murder mystery, 
starring Douglas Henshall. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. 

Highlights of the day’s 
Premier League contests. 

11.25Regional Programme. 

11 .55 The Apprentice USA. The 

teams help to promote a new 
perfume. 

12.40 The Apprentice USA. 1.25 
Weatherview. 1.30 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.50 Film: 
The Las Vegas Story. (1952) 8.15 
Life in a Cottage Garden with Carol 
Klein. (R) 8.45 Gardeners’ World. 
(R) 9.15 The A to Z of TV 
Gardening. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.30 The Little Paris 
Kitchen: Cooking with Rachel Khoo. 
(R) 12.00 EastEnders. (R) 2.15 
Coast. 3.00 Sea City. (R) 3.30 Sea 
City. (R) 4.00 Sea City. (R) 4.30 
Restoration Home. (R) 5.30 Flog It! 

6.30 Food & Drink. A discussion 
on Italian food with guest 
Angela Hartnett. (R) 

7.00 Dragons’ Den. An ex-boxer’s 
pitching style proves to be a 
big hit, a chip-shop owner 
showers the panel in confetti 
and three friends from north 
London demonstrate their 
miming skills. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear Africa Special - 
Part Two. Part two of two. 
Jeremy Clarkson, Richard 
Hammond and James May 
conclude their quest to find 
the source of the River Nile in 
Africa using three old estate 
cars. Last in the series. 

9.00 Toughest Place to Be a Taxi 
Driver. New series. A London 
cabbie tests his skills on the 
roads of Mumbai. 

10.00 Mock the Week Looks Back 
at Animals. A selection from 
the show’s archives on the 
theme of animals. 

10.30 Dancing on the Edge: 
Interviewing Louis. 
Companion piece to Stephen 
Poliakoff’s drama, starring 
Chiwetel Ejiofor. 

11.35Six Nations Rugby Union. 

Highlights of the fourth 
round of matches. 

12.20 Film: Catch a Fire. (2006) 

1.55 Sign Zone: Holby City. (R) 

2.55 Being Eileen. (R) 3.25 This Is 
BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Mickey Mouse 
Clubhouse. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 6.35 
The Hive. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 
7.00 Dino Dan. (R) 7.10 Canimals. 
(R) 7.20 Canimals. 7.25 Bookaboo. 
7.40 Matt Hatter Chronicles. (R) 
8.05 Rated A for Awesome. 8.15 
Rated A for Awesome. 8.30 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 8.45 Almost 
Naked Animals. 9.00 The Aquabats 
Super Show. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 10.20 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.20 
Dickinson’s Real Deal. (R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 Film: Carry 
On Girls. (1973) 2.10 Doc Martin. 
(R) 3.15 All Star Family Fortunes. 
(R) 4.00 Live FA Cup Football. 

6.45 Regional Programme; 
Weather. 

6.50 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Dancing on Ice. The three 
remaining stars battle it out 
in the final, and the two most 
popular go on to skate a self- 
choreographed version of 
Torvill and Dean’s Bolero 
routine. Last in the series. 
9.00 Mr Selfridge. King Edward 
VII invites Harry to be his 
guest on the first night of 
Ellen Love’s play at the 
theatre, and Rose agrees to 
attend - but soon regrets her 
decision. Last in the series. 
10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 

10.15 FA Cup Football Highlights. 
Action from the concluding 
two sixth-round ties, which 
were Millwall v Blackburn 
Rovers at the Den and 
Manchester United v Chelsea 
at Old Trafford. 

11.15 Anglo-Welsh Cup Rugby 
Union. Highlights of 
Harlequins v Bath and Sale 
Sharks v Saracens. 

12.10 The Store. 2.15 Monk. (R) 
3.00 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.15 The Hoobs. (R) 6.40 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.05 Freesports on 4. 
7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday 
Brunch. 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.25 The Simpsons. (R) 1.55 
Undercover Boss USA. (R) 2.55 
Deal or No Deal. 3.55 Time Team. 

4.55 Channel 4 News. 5.25 
4thought.tv. 5.30 Crufts 2013: Best 
in Show. Clare Balding presents 
highlights of the final day. 

8.00 Secrets of the Stonehenge 
Skeletons. Documentary 
following archaeologist Mike 
Parker Pearson and a 
research team as they 
analyse bodies buried 
beneath the prehistoric 
monument in Wiltshire. 

9.00 Film: Limitless. (2011) 
Premiere. A failed writer 
acquires a drug that 
increases his brain power, 
but his new abilities attract 
dangerous attention. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Bradley Cooper 
and Robert De Niro. 

11.05 Film: Splice. (2009) 

Premiere. Two scientists 
create a new creature by 
mixing DNAfrom humans 
and animals, but the 
experiment soon gets out of 
control. Sci-fi horror, with 
Adrien Brody and Sarah 
Polley. 

12.55 Gogglebox. Weekly TV 
review programme. (R) 1.40 Film: 
The Pawnbroker. (1965) Drama, 
starring Rod Steiger. 3.40 
Southland. Tang is involved in a 
shooting. 4.20 Deal or No Deal. 
Beat-the-banker game show. (R) 

5.15 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures. 
(R) 5.25 Countdown. With Chris 
Packham. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 

6.30 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.45 
Olive the Ostrich. (R) 6.50 Abby’s 
Flying Fairy School. (R) 7.00 
Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.10 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 
Animal Antics. (R) 7.25 Make Way 
for Noddy. (R) 7.40 Milkshake! 
Monkey. (R) 7.45 City of Friends. 
(R) 7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.10 
The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill 
and His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 
Mio Mao. (R) 8.25 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 8.40 Castle Farm. (R) 

8.45 Rupert Bear. (R) 9.00 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. 9.30 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 9.40 
Jelly Jamm. (R) 10.00 Power 
Rangers Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 
11.00 Inside Hollywood 2013. 
11.05 Once Upon a Time. (R) 

12.00 Mum of the Year Awards 
2013. 1.35 Film: Are We Done Yet? 
(2007) 3.20 Film: Space Jam. 
(1996) 5.00 Film: Scooby-Doo 2: 
Monsters Unleashed. (2004) 
Comedy adventure sequel, with 
Sarah Michelle Gellar. 

6.40 5 News Weekend. 

6.45 Film: Rocky II. (1979) 

Drama sequel, with Sylvester 
Stallone, Talia Shire and Carl 
Weathers. 

9.00 Person of Interest. The 

Machine directs Finch to an 
abandoned six-month-old girl. 
10.00 Film: Drive Angry. (2011) 
Premiere. Fantasy thriller, 
starring Nicolas Cage. 

12.05 CCTV Cities. (R) 1.05 
SuperCasino. 4.00 HouseBusters. 
(R) 4.25 Divine Designs. (R) 4.50 
County Secrets. (R) 5.00 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 5.15 The Milkshake! 
Show. (R) 5.35 Thomas & Friends. 
(R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Let’s Dance for Comic Relief 

8.30 Film: Lara Croft: Tomb Raider 
(2001) 10.00 Being Human 11.00 
Bluestone 42 11.30 Family Guy 

BBC Four 

7.00 Arena: Ken Dodd - Happiness 
8.00 Parks and Recreation 8.40 
Minuscule: The Private Life of 
Insects 9.00 Film: The Aviator 
(2004) 11.35 Totally British: 70s 
Rock 
ITV2 

3.25 Film: The Mighty Ducks 
(1992) 5.30 Film: Beethoven’s 2nd 
(1993) 7.15 Film: Hulk (2003) 
10.00 The Only Way Is Essex 10.50 
Big Rich Texas 11.50 Celebrity 
Juice 
ITV3 

3.50 Lewis 5.55 Dancing on Ice 
Live Tour 2012 6.55 Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot 9.00 Film: Air 
America (1990) 11.15 Wycliffe 

ITV4 

3.00 Film: Destry (1954) 5.00 
Film: The ’Burbs (1989) 7.00 The 
Sweeney 8.00 Anglo-Welsh Cup 
Rugby Union 9.00 Film: Any Which 
Way You Can (1980) 11.15 Film: 
Serenity (2005) 

E4 

4.05 Revenge 5.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 6.00 New Girl 7.00 How I 
Met Your Mother 8.00 Film: 
Volcano (1997) 10.00 Rude Tube 
11.00 The Big Bang Theory: It All 
Started with a Big Bang 11.35 The 
Big Bang Theory 
Film4 

3.15 Honey, I Blew Up the Kid 
(1992) 5.00 The Wizard of Oz 
(1939) 7.05 Down with Love (2003) 
Romantic comedy set in the 1960s, 
starring Ewan McGregor and Renee 
Zellweger. 9.00 Dorian Gray (2009) 
Horror, starring Ben Barnes, Colin 
Firth and Ben Chaplin. 11.10 Lucky 
Number Slevin (2006) 


TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign for The TV Amplifier will be given free to keep. 
Better Hearing we are now giving enquirers with batteries included. There is no obligation 
with hearing difficulties a FREE TV Amplifier to purchase and all genuine enquirers will be 
to help with everyday sounds around the home delighted with this free offer from Amplifon. 

- great for conversation, listening to TV, radio, 

even birds singing! Most people with hearing Hurry limited stock available, 
difficulties could benefit from this offer. 


FREEPHONE 0800 023 48 62 


cc Ifirst realised I was losing my 
hearing when I was struggling to 
hear the TV. I now wear hearing 
aids and no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore. » 




Quote 
LOC0603 ■ 


Dr Chris Steele MBE 


I Please tell me how I can claim my FREE TV Amplifier 

I Mr I I Mrs I I Ms I I (please tick) Other 



Telephone Mobile 

The National Campaign for Better Hearing is a trading nar 
Simply address your envelope to FREEPOST Amplifon. 
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Crazy! 

Limited Time Offers 
at Direct Specs 



Get clear vision at any distance and in any light 
with these two amazing offers... 


Transitions £ 29.99 

Applies to standard single vision, £15 off any other Transitions lenses. 



Varifocals £ 29.99 

Applies to standard varifocals, £15 off any other varifocal lenses. 

Frames ” 


36 Douglas Road 
HALESOWEN 
Telephone 0121 561 4940 


£2.99 


Free Parking Right Outside! on-Line or in-store! 

www.directspecs.co.uk 


Offers end 31/03/13 


Direct 


Specs 


WHERE SPECS COST LESS! 


SPORT KARATE/KICKBOXING 
& PRIDE BOXING GYM 

_ULL TIME CENTRE 

Stay fit, look and 
feel better and 
learn Sport Karate 

Call today to find out 
about our exciting, 
flexible programs that 
you can fit into your busy 
schedule. 

Get results, you won't be 
disap pointed! 

At our full time gym we 
have something to 
suit you; 

• LITTLE KICKERS 3 - 6 YRS « 

• JUNIOR KICKERS 7 -12 YRS « 

ADULT KICKERS 13 YRS + 

SELF DEFENCE 
PERSONAL TRAINING 

DUDLEY SEAL MEMBERS - SANDWELL COUNCIL RECOGNISED 
MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH KICKBOXING COUNCIL - FULLY CRB CHECKED 



ROXING SESSIONS 
BOXING CLASSES 
LADIES FITNESS BOOTCAMP 
FOOTBALL FITNESS BOOTCAMP 




OMmtnbN 


laittrfeyi 


— 


eonitf Am j 


G 


l : w r :i 


CMA FREESTYLE 



CMA HQ: Pioneer House, Birmingham Street, Halesowen B63 3HN 
also at Highfields Primary School, Rowley Regis B65 0DA 

Tel: Jason on 0121 679 3059 / 07889627929 

cma_kickboxing@hotmail.com www.cmafreestyle.co.uk 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices 


MONDAY 

Passenger 57, Channel 5,11pm 

After his wife is shot dead during a robbery, a cop 
hands in his badge and takes up a job offer from an old 
friend to be a security adviser for a major transatlantic 
airline. On the flight taking him to his new employers in 
Los Angeles is an international terrorist being escorted 
to trial by the FBI - while the prisoner’s accomplices are 
disguised as passengers and crew and plan to hijack 
the plane. Action thriller, with Wesley Snipes, Bruce 
Payne and Tom Sizemore. (1992) 

TUESDAY 

Racing for Time, BBC1,12.20am 

A guard at a facility for teenage offenders is struck 
by the racial tensions between the female inmates, 
and resolves to bring them together. He organises the 
girls into a track team, and encourages them to 
break down the divisions between them as they 
strive to turn their lives around. Fact-based drama, 
directed by and starring Charles S Dutton. With 
Elizabeth Pena. (2008) 


Pick of the Week 



WEDNESDAY 

Ruthless People, BBC1,11.40pm 

Selfish tycoon Sam Stone plans to murder his wife, only 
to find she has been kidnapped. He creates a media 
circus, hoping it will encourage the kidnappers to do his 
dirty work for him, but fails to realise the couple holding 
his wife hostage are a timid pair not cut out for a life of 
crime. Meanwhile, Sam’s mistress thinks he really has 
killed his wife, and plans to blackmail him. Comedy, with 
Danny DeVito and Bette Midler. (1986) 

THURSDAY 

There Will Be Blood, BBC2,11.20pm 

An oil prospector presents the public image of a caring 
family man while nurturing a murderous ambition to 
seize control of land and wealth at any cost. But his 
insatiable greed leads to a violent conflict with a young 
priest who is also intent on using the people and 
resources of an oil-rich town for his own ends. Paul 
Thomas Anderson’s historical drama, starring an Oscar- 
winning Daniel Day-Lewis, with Paul Dano and Dillon 
Freasier. (2007) 

FRIDAY 

Fight Club, Channel 4,11.20pm 

A disillusioned office worker grows weary of his 
humdrum existence, but after meeting the mysterious 
Tyler Durden he finds fulfillment in establishing a 
club where similarly frustrated men come to vent 
their anger in bouts of bare-knuckle fighting. Satirical 
drama directed by David Fincher, starring Edward 
Norton, Brad Pitt, Helena Bonham Carter, Meat Loaf 
and Jared Leto. (1999) 


Jimmy takes a shot in 
the dark on his new case 


I nfluenced by both mainland 
Scotland and Scandinavia, the 
Shetland Islands is a location like 
no other. For award-winning writer 
Anne Cleeves, the uniqueness and 
sense of place made it an ideal 
setting for her novel Red Bones, a 
traditional British crime drama with a 
unique twist. 

Cleeves’ work has been adapted 
into the two-part drama Shetland 
being shown on consecutive nights, 
with Douglas Henshall assuming the 
role of Detective Jimmy Perez, a 
native Shetlander and widower who 
has decided to return home with his 
step-daughter so she can be near her 
biological father. 

Needless to say, it’s not too long 
before his professional skills are called 
upon when a young archaeologist 
discovers a set of human remains that 
could be more recent than may be 
considered appropriate. 

Henshall’s Scottish accent is, of 
course, entirely genuine, though 
he was born in urban Glasgow 
rather than the rural splendours of 
Shetland: “I always thought of 
Shetland as being a place that 
was so remote it was always in a wee 


box during the weather. Sometimes 
I wonder if people really know 
where it is or what it’s like, what the 
people are like and what goes on 
there.” 

A veteran of such TV dramas as 
Lipstick on Your Collar, Psychos and 
Primeval, Henshall is keen to dismiss 
notions that Perez fits into the same 
stereotype as so many other sleuths 
juggling their work with domestic 
obligations: “He’s not one of those 
haunted types with lots of problems, 
he’s actually a straightforward man 
who would just like a quiet life.” 

Adaptor David Kane is full of praise 
for the drama’s leading man: “Douglas 
makes a wonderful Perez, and gives 
the performance of his career.” 

Kane faced the unenviable task of 
taking someone else’s work and 
transferring it in a way that pleases all 
concerned, but it’s a craft he has 
honed over the years. “The biggest 
consideration when adapting a novel 
for TV is to get the essence of the 
story the writer wanted to get across 
even if you have to change certain 
parts of the plot.” Some of the 
alterations can be quite radical, even 
to the point of supplementing the _ 


characters, which he did here by 
creating DC Alison Macintosh. “I 
created Tosh to work with Perez, in 
the hope the warmth of their 
relationship would counterbalance the 
darkness of the story,” he adds. 

Writer Cleeves admits it’s a little 
unnerving seeing her written work 
played out before her eyes: 
“Occasionally the dialogue is 
taken almost exactly from the book 
and that is a bit spooky, as if my 
characters have come to life. Usually 
though, although the adaptation 
captures the spirit of the original, it’s 
quite a different form. I can watch it 
and enjoy it as any other viewer 
would’.’ 

The hope is that a warm reception 
to Shetland will lead to a further 
commission. After all, Cleeves has 
written a quartet of tales set on the 
islands. 

And anyone thinking the Shetland 
region is low on population and 
therefore has limited potential for 
serious crime has clearly learned 
nothing from the likes of Bergerac and 
Midsomer Murders. There are some 
strange folk living in wild and lonely 
places... _ 



Douglas Henshall stars in Shetland, Sunday, BBC1,9pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 

A History of Syria with Dan Snow 
BBC2, 9pm 

This new one-off documentary sees the 
broadcaster travel to the Middle East on a journey 
to explore the fascinating and tumultuous history 
that lies behind the civil war now raging in Syria. 

He explains how the country has a tumultuous 
past, and the impact that has on today’s conflict - 
as what started as peaceful protests against 
President Bashar al-Assad’s totalitarian regime 
have turned increasingly into a struggle along 
sectarian lines involving global and regional 
powers. He visits Roman temples, the centre of the 
world’s greatest Islamic empire, crusader castles 
and today’s battlegrounds in a bid to piece together 
the complex history of a strategically important 
region at the heart of the Middle East. 

Embarrassing Bodies 
Channel 4, 9pm 

There’s a lot to be said for the docs at the heart of 
this programme. Pixie, Christian and Dawn are 
bigger people than us - after all, we can briefly turn 
our heads away from the telly if we don’t like the 
look of something - they have to persevere. This 
week, they’re propping up their portable clinic at the 
Bristol Balloon Fiesta. Meanwhile, Dr Dawn meets a 
new mum with a painful post-pregnancy problem. 

TUESDAY 

Live UEFA Champions League 
ITV, 7.30pm 

There have been suggestions recently that 
Barcelona are not the team they used to be. Their 


two-legged Copa Del Rey defeat at the hands of 
arch-rivals Real Madrid a fortnight ago was 
preceded by a 2-0 away defeat at the hands of 
Italian giants AC Milan in the first half of their UEFA 
Champions League last-16 tie. So have Lionel 
Messi, Andres Iniesta, Xavi and co lost their mojo 
since former manager Pep Guardiola departed last 
year? Don’t count on it. Milan should certainly 
beware of this wounded animal when they meet 
again because Barca will be going all out for goals 
at the Nou Camp. 

Whale Adventure with Nigel Marven 
Channel 5, 8pm 

As the song says, some guys have all the luck. 
Take Nigel Marven, for instance. He has none of 
the drudgery of a nine-to-five office job. Instead, 
he’s out and about, taking trips to far-flung places 
in search of amazing animal stories. His latest 
sees him journeying along the Pacific coast of 
North America from Mexico to Alaska. He’s on the 
trail of a grey whale mother and her newborn calf 
as they abandon their summer feeding 
grounds before heading for the icy seas 
the Arctic. Nigel’s epic journey begins in 
Baja’s San Ignacio lagoon, where the 
calf is born and learns some much- 
needed swimming skills. 


WEDNESDAY 
EastEnders 
BBC1,8pm 

Poor Bianca - if she’s guilty of 
anything, it’s being too trusting 
in her son, Liam. Following her 


shocking discovery of Tamwar’s money belt in his 
room last night, her world has come crashing down 
around her - yet still she refuses to believe that the 
lad could have had anything to do with Tamwar’s 
mugging. Her faith could be her undoing, however, 
when the police come calling asking to speak with 
Liam about his whereabouts at the time of the 
assault. Bianca’s not the only worried mum in 
Walford, as Abi discovers when she sneaks home 
in the middle of the night to find Tanya has been 
waiting up for her. A blazing row soon erupts, as 
the teen’s activities come to light. 

The Mimic 
Channel 4,10pm 

You have to admire Terry Mynott; 
he’s managed to find a platform that 
showcases his passion for both 
impersonations and acting - in this 
new sitcom. Mynott stars as Martin 
_ Hurdle, a maintenance man 

I who’s got an uncanny ability 
. to mimic voices. There’s 
^ not a right lot to be said 
I about Martin’s life - he’s 
■ been stuck in the same 
I dead end job for over 
W seven years and not 
I much remarkable ever 
' happens to him. Until 
now, as it emerges that he 
could be the father of 
18-year-old Steven. Jacob 
Anderson, Jo 
Hartley co-stars. 



A History of Syria with Dan Snow, 
Monday, BBC2, 9pm 


THURSDAY 
Born to Be Different 
Channel 4,9pm 

Ask any little person about the troubles that come 
hand in hand with growing up and they will reel off 
all manner of woes such as the fact that they didn’t 
get the monster truck they wanted for their birthday, 
or that so-and-so at school keeps telling the 
teacher on them. But for the six youngsters in this 
film, their issues run much deeper. This award¬ 
winning documentary series has followed a group 
of children each born with a disability, and has 
offered intricate insights into what it’s like to grow 
up with a disability as they face important 
transitions in their lives; this time, they’re moving 
from primary to secondary school. Stories include 
that of Hamish, who was born with achondroplasia 
(commonly known as ‘dwarfism’). 

FRIDAY 

Comic Relief - Funny for Money 
BBC1, 7pm 

Now in its 25th year, the biennial Red Nose Day is 
back, and the likes of Lenny Henry, Dermot 
O’Leary and Claudia Winkleman are on hand to 
raise cash to help thousands in Africa and the UK. 
Rowan Atkinson hopes to tickle a few ribs as the 
new Archbishop of Canterbury, and Jessie J will 
have her head shaved in the studio. Global 
superstars One Direction belt out their Comic Relief 
single; Miranda Hart appears in a light-hearted 
take on Call the Midwife, while Miss Piggy also 
makes an appearance... and that’s just in the first 
hour. So turn on, laugh loud, dig deep and save 
lives. 



star 


Don’t miss our 
bumper eight-page 
travel special in 
next Thursday’s 

Express & Star. 

Packed with short 
breaks and holidays 
to the UK and Europe 
plus holidays further 
afield for the more 
adventurous. 



Comedy 
open mic 

Every Thursday 8pm 
+ Special Pro Show 
4acts £5 Sat 9th March 
Text for seat reservations/info 
FREE Venue/Pub Hire call for details 
Birthdays, Gigs,Weddings 
Hollybush Cradley Heath B64 5EA 
07949594484 


--\ 

For The Best 

Bookings In 


Call one of our 
helpful advisors 
on 

01902 

319898 


fll 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen (town centre) 

0121 5509800 


DOMESTICS 

of Halesowen 


Why buy secondhand or 
pay large repair costs 
when you can buy new 
at realistic prices 


SALES • SPARES • REPAIRS 



• Larders From 

£89 

• Cookers From 

£139 

• Freezers From 

£99 

• Dryers From 

£99 

• Large Selection of 


• Spinners From 

£99 

Vacuums From 

£39 



Open Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4.30 pm. Friday - Saturday 9 am - 4 pm 


We also repair • Washers • Cookers • Refrigeration 

All Items Carry A 12 Month Full Guarantee 
Plus More Electrical Goods In Stock 
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What’s On! 


Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 
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ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS IN ONE HANDY APP! 



Seven great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
OVj* . QUICK CROSSWORDS 

} CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 


SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 


SEVEN GREAT GAMES IN ONE! 


I SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 



\\0^ x 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS 
IN ONE HANDY APP! 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1 & 13 Ac. When the 
secretary finishes 
the record of the 
meeting? (2,3,4,6) 

8. Unfinished top copy 

(3) 

9. Backing that gives 
a sign of approval 
( 11 ) 

11 . Checks the school 
books again for 
observations (7) 

12. Make a proportion¬ 
ate distribution from 
a national lottery (5) 

13. See 1 across 

15. Went into a clinch 
and barred the 
entrance (6) 

17. Medical officer goes 
to the right vehicle 
(5) 

18. Broadcast routes 
for flying concerns 
(7) 

20. She won’t play 
safe! (11) 

22. Endless cycle of 
duty - that’s com¬ 
plete nonsense(3) 

23. Test racer con¬ 
verted for public 
transport (6-3) 

Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Journal (9) 

8. Possess (3) 

9. Meaning (11) 

11. Agitation (7) 

12. Mistake (5) 

13. Harmony (6) 

15. Firm (6) 

17. Heavenly body (5) 

18. Caller (7) 

20. Change direction 
(5,6) 

22. Transgression (3) 

23. Dock worker (9) 


Down 

2. Net return reveals 
the amount (3) 

3. Dreaded object be¬ 
headed - that must 
be wrong (5) 

4. Declares the East is 
showing reluctance 
( 6 ) 

5. It protects one of 
the low joints (3-4) 

6. The creature to treat 
ankles badly! (11) 

7. Current changes 
showing little rise 
and fall (4-5) 

10. Show what discon¬ 
tented groups do 
( 11 ) 

11. Isn’t oblivious about 
the people in the 
society (9) 

14. The man who suc¬ 
ceeds does (7) 

16. One who won’t al¬ 
low the standard to 
be kept up? (6) 

19. This way sounds 
decidedly radical (5) 
21. South Pennsylvania 
where people go to 
convalesce (3) 


Down 

2. Tree (3) 

3. Value highly (5) 

4. Inserts (6) 

5. Apparel (7) 

6. Writer for a publica¬ 
tion (11) 

7. Underclothes (9) 

10. Go separate ways 
(4,7) 

11. Right to vote (9) 

14. Revolves (7) 

16. Unwilling (6) 

19. Inclination (5) 

21. Prefix to Knight’s 

name (3) 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS: 

CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Stills; 8 Groove; 10 Pasture; 11 Forge; 12 Idol; 

13 Berth; 17 Cheat; 18 Evil; 22 Ariel; 23 Entrant; 24 Misuse; 25 Encore. 
Down: 1 Aseptic; 2 Mission; 3 Flour; 4 Profits; 5 Board; 6 Never; 9 
Generates; 14 The less; 15 Aviator; 16 Flatten; 19 Palms; 20 First; 21 
Atone. QUICK - Across: 7 Happen; 8 Polite; 10 Traduce; 11 Sight; 12 
Lees; 13 Split; 17 Heart; 18 Know; 22 Lower; 23 Tension; 24 Strive; 25 
Funnel. Down: 1 Whittle; 2 Apparel; 3 Begun; 4 Worship; 5 Dingy; 6 
Jetty; 9 Desperate; 14 Reprove; 15 Ancient; 16 Twinkle; 19 Bless; 20 
Swarm; 21 Annul. 


Sudoku 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
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Circlegram 


Replace the question mark with a letter 
so that the letters within each circle 
can be arranged to form words on a 
common theme. What are the three 
words, and the letter represented by 
the question 
mark? 

LAST WEEK’S ( T 
SOLUTION: 

The letter 
represented 
by the 

question mark is T. 

Gaultier, Westwood, 

Vuitton, all Fashion 
Designers. 



ALL YOUR PUZZLE 
NEEDS IN ONE 
HANDY APP! 



Seven great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 

SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 
On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 



iivironronilally 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

ty(Tfanrrein 
le Hikin' 
SNKLENZ 
*5*41141 

TOOLS OF THE TRADE 

3 

RIXi AJJ lyp*» ol 

“The my classified section of the Express 8 Star has always proven to be a valuable 

>rk undertaken. Call 

71* V7MC 469IH6 

source of customers for our business since we began We have been advertising 
with the Express & Star for over 80 years and due to the response that we receive 
from our contract advertisements, we continually renew al the end ol each year. 

*\Sk PM MBIN(» 

ill k V VrUfieaUon 

1 would have no hesitation in recommending Classified Contract advertising with 
the Express & Star to anyone who is looking to promote their business." 

r pair Ktrc quotes 
07 W4 072470 * 

Mr Marsh. E Marsh Upholsterers 

mm P«nl Ml 


caravans/ 

motorhomes 


nnim n»< 

wrelti old I 
'CrffiTN* 


\ HMI TIM'I, P.4KK fir i.u 

super aimvariN fntru CIC 
Whx|onir1h4T^M5iUfl334: 



A WELL CARED K 
STATIC CARAVA 

On a quiet site lit Mid 
vet) good condition, 35x 
2 bedrooms, sleeps & 

Rent paid tor2010. 

DG. beaten, fridge and many 
extras Large patio. Amlastlr 
views, within easy reach of 


classified 


01902317878 


iXDfG 


eChro 


;om 


BOULTON DOORS] ' PROMOmNAL offer] 

CANOPY FRAME DOORS 


Garage Doors & ^Brought 3lron ^1 

Visit Us At: Doulton Trading Estate, Doulton Road, Rowley Regis B65 8JG 



COMPLETE WITH FOUR POINT 
LOCKING SYSTEM 


FITTED FROM JUST £550 


*subject to site survey. 


Our extensive range of all garage doors 
covers all popular brands 

We have everything from canopy to side hung styles 
All types of ornate gates made to measure 


|f ] 


Tel: 01384 413331, 01902 628018, 01543 499012 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721 783291 
www.doultondoors.co.uk 
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ft Home of Property 


Your top property guide for Dudley, Halesowen, 
Sedgley, Kidderminster and Stourbridge 



The property is nicely-presented throughout, including this airy lounge 


DESCRIBED by agents as beautifully appointed and 
superbly presented, this three-bedroom semi¬ 
detached home in Sedgley is on the market priced at 
£159,950. 

The house in Northway benefits from uPVC double glazing and gas 
central heating, with accommodation briefly comprising of reception 
porch, reception hall, lounge, sitting room/dining room, fitted kitchen 
with integrated appliances, three bedrooms, bathroom and garage. 

On the ground floor the lounge, 13ft by 10ft llin, has an attractive 
fireplace with open fire while the sitting room/dining room measuring 
17ft 5in by 10ft llin also has a fireplace with inset living flame pebble 
effect gas fire and French door to the rear garden. 

The fitted kitchen, 10ft by 7ft 4in, has a range of wall and base units, 
round edge work surfaces, one-and-a-half bowl sink with mixer tap, 
integrated appliances including oven, hob, extractor fan and fridge and 
door to the garage. 

On the first floor are three bedrooms and a bathroom with white suite 
of P-shaped bath, shower cubicle, WC and pedestal wash hand basin. 

Outside to the front is a block paved driveway to the garage, while the 
rear garden is mainly laid to lawn with plants and shrubbery. A block paved drive leads to the garage and 

Call Roden Boydell on 01902 881188. entrance to the semi-detached 




Forthcoming Auction 


Tuesday 26th March 2013 

to be held at 

The Aston Villa Football Club 



ADDRESS 

Cavendish House 
359-361 Hagley Road 
Edgbaston 
Birmingham 
B17 8DL 

TELEPHONE 

Auction: 

0121 247 2233 
Lettings: 

0121 247 2299 
Sales: 


Considering Selling 
by Auction? 

Call for your 
FREE No Obligation 
Appraisal 



0121 247 4747 

WEBSITE 

www.cottons.co.uk 

EMAIL 

auctions @cottons.co.uk 
property@cottons.co.uk 



j* 

by Auction? 


Call for your FREE 
Catalogue 

Auctioneers of 
Residential and Commercial 




Property, Land and Development opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 
or email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 
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CRADLEY HEATH, NEWLAND GARDENS 

Spacious well situated link-detached bungalow in cul de sac position. 
Large lounge, fitted kitchen opening into superbly proportioned full 
width conservatory overlooking private rear garden. 2 double bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower, garage & driveway, gas central heating/double 
glazed. Available immediately. Unfurnished or furnished to suit. EPC = D 

£675 PCM 


HALESOWEN, NEWTON COURT 

A recently converted three bedroom top floor penthouse apartment 
finished to an extremely high standard and centrally located with commuter 
links to Halesowen and Birmingham. Featuring 2 double bedrooms,' 
with fitted wardrobes, 2 bathrooms, one single bedroom, secondary 
glazing throughout. Allocated parking. Viewings recommended. EPC = C 

£650 PCM 


HALESOWEN, SANDERSON PLACE 

Luxury living in Hayley Green. This superb luxury 1st floor 
apartment offers spacious accommodation including open plan 
lounge/kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, master with en-suite, a further 
well appointed bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double 
glazing and allocated parking. Available Mid April 2013. EPC = r 

£650 PCM 



DUDLEY, STOURBRIDGE ROAD 

Totally refurbished to a good standard. A terraced four bedroom property close to 
Dudley town centre featuring a lovely entrance hall with minton flooring, charming 
lounge and separate dining room with feature fireplaces, new large kitchen with 
oven/hob, downstairs wc, family bathroom with shower and a wonderful rear garden. 
Viewing recommended to appreciate this property. Available immediately. EPC = F 

£625 PCM 



TIPTON, PEARTREE AVENUE 

Cul-de-sac location. This deceptively large 3 bedroom 
terraced house is undergoing a re-decoration and re¬ 
carpeting. It features a spacious lounge, large modern fitted 
kitchen, house bathroom with shower, nice sized garden, 
driveway parking and in a quiet cul-de-sac location. EPC = C 

£550 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, LUANNE CLOSE 

Situated in a popular residential area. This top floor apartment which 
overlooks the canal and has its own balcony comprises 2 bedrooms, 
spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, bathroom with shower, access to 
balcony from the master bedroom, gas central heating, double 
glazing, allocated parking. Well worth an inspection. EPC = B 

£525 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, COPPICE ROAD 

A two bedroom semi-detached house recently fully 
refurbished comprising front reception room, 
spacious rear lounge, fitted kitchen, house bathroom 
with shower, gas central heating, double glazing, 
front and rear gardens, on road parking. EPC = C 

£495 PCM 


MERRY HILL, MADISON AVENUE 

Flexible accommodation. A spacious unfurnished modern 
townhouse, within walking distance of Merry Hill 
shopping centre, featuring kitchen, downstairs WC, dining 
room/study, lounge, bathroom, 3 bedrooms, master en- 
suite shower room, allocated parking space. EPC = C 

£595 PCM 


OLDBURY, MEHDI ROAD 

ited in a quiet cul-de-sac. This modern unfurnished three 
storey townhouse comprises 3 bedrooms, master bedroom 
with en-suite, large lounge, fitted kitchen, gas central 
heating, double glazing, downstairs wc, house bathroom with 
shower, allocated parking space, small rear garden. EPC = C 

£595 PCM 



HALESOWEN, HAGLEY STREET 

Fantastic refurbishment over 2 floors. A fully refurbished 
modem duplex apartment above an electrical shop in the very 
centre of Halesowen, featuring a large open plan living area 
with modern fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower. Rent to include £40 fixed electric charge. EPC = C 

£550 PCM 



HALESOWEN, TENTERFIELDS 

An exceptional opportunity to rent a double room in a shared 
house, with no bills to pay at all, cleaning done for you, towels and 
tea and coffee supplied for each room. Also the use of free WiFi, use 
of the lounge, kitchen, office room. All rooms have their own en- 
suite facilities. Well worth a viewing, and ideal for a single person. 

£500 PCM 



STOURBRIDGE, PROSPECT GARDENS 

Desirable Oldswinford location. Close to Stourbridge Town 
Centre this newly redecorated, unfurnished mid terraced 
house comprises 2 bedrooms, fitted dining kitchen, pleasant 
lounge, gas central heating, double glazing, bathroom with 
shower, small rear garden, parking space to front. EPC = D 

£495 PCM 



ROWLEY REGIS, POWKE LANE 

An unfurnished first flat, close to shops and 
local train station featuring electric storage 
heating, fitted kitchen, living room, 1 double 
bedroom, bathroom with shower, ample 
parking. EPC = E 

£475 PCM 


DUDLEY, SOUTHGATE WAY 

A stunning and spacious well presented unfurnished third floor 
apartment featuring 2 double bedrooms, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, open plan living room with fitted 
kitchen, house bathroom with shower, allocated parking space. 
Viewing highly recommended. Available immediately. EPC = B 

£450 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, MEADOW WALK 

Quiet location and modern living. A fully redecorated semi 
detached house within a popular residential areafeaturING gas 
central heating .spacious living room, modern fitted kitchen, 
house bathroom, 3 bedrooms, master bedroom with en-suite 
shower room, rear gardens, driveway parking. EPC = D 

£550 PCM 



QUARRY BANK, EVERS STREET 

Complete refurbishment. Set in a quiet residential area, within 
minutes of Merry Hill, local shops, buses to Merry Hill and 
Cradley Heath. This mid terraced house features 2 double 
bedrooms, 1 reception room, large kitchen, house bathroom 
with shower, nice sized rear garden, on road parking. EPC = F 

£500 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, UNITT DRIVE 

Quiet and peaceful location. Located in a quiet and popular residential 
area, ideal for walking into Cradley Heath and local train station. This 
apartment on the top floor features 1 double bedroom and 1 single 
bedroom, large lounge and feature fireplace, house bathroom with 
shower, modern kitchen with washer/dryer. Available 26/03/13. EPC = C 

£475 PCM 


OLDBURY, CAUSEWAY GREEN ROAD 

This large, split level flat above shops, within walking 
distance to bus links and close to J2 of the M5 briefly 
comprises gas central heating, spacious living room, 
fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower, parking to rear, unfurnished. EPC = D 

£400 PCM 



NETHERTON, BAPTIST END ROAD 

An unfurnished, 1 st floor flat briefly comprises 
living room, fitted kitchen, 1 double bedroom, 
bathroom with shower, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, parking space to rear, 
communal garden. EPC = D 

£395 PCM 


ROWLEY REGIS, WINCHESTER CLOSE 

A very well presented, unfurnished first floor 
apartment, close to the M5 J2, comprises 2 
bedrooms, fitted kitchen, lounge, double glazing, 
bathroom with shower, parking space and parking 
area for visitors, communal gardens. EPC rating = D 

£395 PCM 


DUDLEY, BLACKACRE ROAD 

A luxury contemporary living, serviced I 
studios 1,4 and 5 all with shared bathroom | 
facilities. Will include council tax, broadband, 
servicing, heating and hot water, sky tv. 

£395 PCM 
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Halesowen Office 0121 6964053 
Dudley Office 01384 849067 


Dixons 


Estate Agents 


DoingMore... 


Himley Road, Gornal Wood 



Detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising downstairs WC, lounge/diner, 
conservatory, kitchen, rear garden and driveway. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


£ 130,000 


4 William Barrows Way,Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 9EA 
We are acting for the motgagees and have received an offer of £ 130,000 on 
the above property.Any interested parties must submit any higher offers in 
writing to the selling agent before an exchange of contracts takes place. 


Uplands Road, Dudley 



Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, utility, family bathroom, rear garden, 




Queens Avenue,Tividale 



Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge, kitchen/diner, conservatory, 
family bathroom, rear garden and off road parking. 


Hill Road,Tividale 



End terraced two bedroom property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge, kitchen, bathroom, 
garden, garage and parking. 


Ambleside Close, Bradley 



Terraced two bedroom property briefly comprising 
lounge, kitchen/diner, bathroom, front and rear 
gardens, driveway and allocated parking. 


Worcester Road, Dudley 



Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising downstairs shower room, lounge, 
kitchen, upstairs WC and rear gardens. 


Belmont Close,Tipton 



Semi detached two bedroom property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge, kitchen/diner, 
bath room, front and rear gardens and driveway. 


King Charles Road, Halesowen 



An extended four bedroom semi detached house 
with accommodation comprising kitchen, two 
reception rooms and an en-suite. Halesowen 


Fairfield Road, Halesowen 



An extended traditional end terraced house with 
accommodation comprising lounge, three bedrooms, 
rear garden and garage. Halesowen 


Barrs Road, Cradley Heath 



A traditional bay fronted semi detached house on a 
popular road briefly comprising lounge, kitchen, 
three bedrooms and family bathroom. Halesowen 


Albert Road, Halesowen 



A three bedroom semi detached house benefitting 
conservatory and off road parking.The property 
also has a side garage. Halesowen 


Throne Road, Rowley Regis 



Traditional property with accommodation 
comprising lounge, kitchen, further kitchen utility 
area, three bedrooms and rear garden. Halesowen 


Wiltshire Drive, Halesowen 



Modern semi detached property situated in a cul- 
de-sac.The property comprises kitchen, three 
bed rooms, front and rear garden. Halesowen 


St. James Avenue, Rowley Regis 



Modern semi detached property with 
accommodation comprising lounge, kitchen, two 
bedrooms, front and rear gardens. Halesowen 


Cockshed Lane, Halesowen 



Split level property arranged over two floors. Briefly 
comprises lounge, kitchen breakfast room, three 
bedrooms and communal gardens. Halesowen 


dixonsestateagents.co.uk property Wide.couk Zoopld.co.uk p ® rightmovecc 
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Compiled by Motoring 
Editor Sharon Walters 



Hot hatch with high performance, 
low price tag and is big on style 


By lain Dooley 


gg^T3eaFT ! iawraf«»Kg w 

IMPRESSIVE performance 
numbers and an attractive price 
are two important attributes of 
Seat’s latest Ibiza hot hatch. 

The telltale sign is the Spanish car 
maker’s use of its trademark Cupra brand¬ 
ing, something fans of Seat’s GTI-baiting 
cars recognise as heralding the arrival of the 
firm’s flagship hot supermini. 

Value for money is one thing but looks can 
make or break a car. 

Seat has cleverly chosen to give the Ibiza 
a relatively low-key Cupra makeover, with 
the regular car’s already distinctive sharp 
lines and squat stance doing most of the 
work. 

Plus the Cupra’s low ride height, bespoke 
bumpers, black mirror housings, central 
tailpipe and LED running lights give you a 
classy-looking hatch that’s neither brash 
nor a wallflower. 

Seat might be keen to promote its Spanish 
roots but the upside of being part of the 
mighty Volkswagen Group is the ability to 
make full use of its extensive parts inven¬ 


tory. Every so often you’ll find a few gems in 
the parts bin, and helping the Ibiza Cupra to 
achieve its segment-busting performance 
figures is the Volkswagen Group’s hi-tech 
180 horsepower, 1.4-litre turbo and super¬ 
charged petrol engine. 

The engine’s trick is to combine the meas¬ 
ured low-down response of the supercharger 
with the turbo’s more immediate response 
at the upper end of the performance scale. 

Owners of Skoda’s second-generation 
Fabia vRS hot hatch will be familiar with 
this experience given that the car shares the 
same engine with the Ibiza. 

Reinforcing 

As such, the Ibiza’s 1841b/ft torque figure 
is accessible from a lowly 2,000rpm. And it’s 
a contributing factor to the car’s brisk 6.9 
second 0-62mph sprint time. 

Reinforcing the benefits of cross¬ 
company parts sharing, the Ibiza also boasts 
the same seven-speed DSG gearbox as the 
Fabia. 

The upshot is a transmission adept at 
responding swiftly to driver inputs. Left 
alone, it’ll quickly and smoothly shift up to 
a high ratio in a bid to maximise fuel 
economy and refinement. 

However, when you want to press on, 
downshifts are quick and taking manual 
control via the steering wheel paddles 


allows you to better match your speed to a 
gear of your choosing. Considerable effort 
has been made by Seat’s engineers to tune 
the Ibiza Cupra for a variety of road condi¬ 
tions, and it’s clear that the car’s noticeably 
pliant ride is a welcome step forward over 
the old model. 

That said, pitch and roll has been kept in 
check, allowing you to attack corners with 
considerable enthusiasm, with the result 
that your confidence remains high and you 
never feel tired or bruised after a session 
behind the wheel. Of course, the Ibiza’s 
sports front seats can also take some of the 
credit. 

An important factor in the Ibiza’s behav¬ 
iour is its steering, which delivers a good 
balance of weight, accuracy and assistance. 
Coupled with an array of trick traction and 
stability systems - including a clever elec¬ 
tronic differential control - you can push the 
car hard, safe in the knowledge that it’s 
working with and not against you. 

Seat knows that the ownership experi¬ 
ence is about more than just the driving, 
which is why the Ibiza Cupra comes with a 
generous level of standard kit. 

Granted, you’d expect the car to possess 
good brakes, and the standard stoppers do 
the job nicely. 

The optional larger diameter AP-branded 


items should improve matters if you’re 
partial to track days and routinely enjoy 
driving the car enthusiastically on the road. 

But it’s the non-performance bits that 
should also impress and, crucially, help 
sweeten the ownership experience when 
you’re grinding your way through town on a 
Monday morning. 

Bi-xenon headlights plus LED daytime 
running lights, climate control and rain¬ 
sensing wipers are joined by a bespoke mul¬ 
timedia system offering navigation, a 
Bluetooth phone connection plus audio 
streaming, voice control and a comprehen¬ 
sive trip computer. 

Handsome 

It’s clear, then, that the Ibiza Cupra is 
easily more than just the sum of its Volkswa¬ 
gen Group parts. 

The car’s handsome exterior gives little 
away as to its real-world performance poten¬ 
tial. 

Once behind the wheel, however, its com¬ 
pliant ride, responsive DSG gearbox and 
flexible petrol motor combine to deliver a 
rounded experience that belies the car’s 
180-on-paper horsepower rating. 

Fun, engaging and refined in equal 
measure, Seat’s generosity with a long list of 
standard kit is the icing on the cake. 



The Ibiza Cupra delivers sporting performance with a 
0-62 time of 6.9 seconds 


Bumper to bumper 


Model: Seat Ibiza Cupra, from £18,570 on the road 
Engine: 1.4-litre petrol unit developing 180bhp 
Transmission: Seven-speed DSG automatic transmis¬ 
sion as standard, driving the front wheels 
Performance: Maximum speed 142mph, 

0-62mph 6.9 seconds 
Economy: 47.9mpg 
C02 rating: 139g/km 


Your essential guide to the world of motoring 



Adverts in newspapers. No-one 
really reads them. So we may 
as well get straight to the offer — 
on the Civic. That’s The Honda 
Way of doing things - to make 
things simpler What’s that, 
you’re still reading? Well, what 
can we say, we’re flattered. 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


£249 deposit 
£249 a month 

4.9% APR Representative 
£1,500 deposit contribution 
4 years’ servicing for £399 


PERSONAL CONTRACT PURCHASE 

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: CIVIC 1.4 i-VTEC SE MANUAL 

47 Monthly Payments (duration 48 months) 

£249.00 

Option to Purchase Fee 

£65.00 

On The Road Price (cash price) 

£16,955.00 

Credit Acceptance Fee 

£125.00 

Customer Deposit 

£249.00 

Total Amount Payable 

£18,947.40 

Customer Deposit (including £1,500 Honda contribution) 

£1,749.00 

Interest Rate per Annum 

4.29% 

Total Amount of Credit 

£15,206.00 

Representative APR 

4.9% 

Final Payment (inc. Option to Purchase Fee) 

£5,495.40 




Call 08430 223040 or visit www.brindleyhonda.co.uk calls charged at local rate. 

Fuel consumption for the Civic range in mpg (1/100km): Urban Cycle 32.5 - 55.4 (8.7 - 5.1), Extra Urban 54.3 - 76.3 (5.2 - 3.7), Combined 44.1 - 67.3 (6.4 - 4.2). C0 2 emissions 150 - 1 lOg/km. 

Model shown: 13YM Civic 1.4 i-VTEC SE Manual in Milano Red at £16,955. Terms and Conditions: New retail Civic registrations (excluding CivicTi and Civic 1.6 i-DTEC models) from 2 January 2013 to 31 March 2013. Subject to model and colour availability. Offers applicable at participating dealers and are at the promoter's absolute 
discretion. Deposit contribution: £1,500 Honda deposit contribution on Civic i-VTEC and 2.2 i-DTEC models. Honda Aspirations (PCP): Example shown based on annual mileage of 10,000. Excess mileage charge: 5p per mile. You do not have to pay the Final Payment if you return the car at the end of the agreement and you have 
paid all other amounts due, the vehicle is in good condition and has been serviced in accordance with the Honda service book and the maximum annual mileage of 10,000 has not been exceeded. Indemnities may be required in certain circumstances. Finance is only available to persons aged 18 or over, subject to status. All 
figures are correct at time of publication but may be subject to change. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Pic. 470 London Road, Slough, Berkshire SL3 8QY. Servicing: Four years'servicing or 50,000 miles, whichever comes first, for £399 including VAT and includes a maximum of four manufacturer's scheduled services. 
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Rnance Example - Cash Prio 
Total Amount Payable E545G 

e £3995. Less Cash or Part Exchange Deposit £500 Amount Of Credit £3495. 

S.60 48 Monthly Payments of £103.20 or 208 weekly payments of £23.82 

TYPICAL 19.9% APR 

Wi 

■ Proud Sponsors 

www.motor-market.net c-i. °i 

27 Newtown Lane Cradley Heath B64 5EB 

01384 411119 L 




SPARK 1.0+ 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR WITH EXPRESSIVE DESIGN 


OO per month 

Jc | NIL deposit 

60 MONTHS £7,975 


■ Electric Windows 

■ 119g/km - only £30 per year road tax 

■ 5-door practicality 

■ Central locking 

■ Fuel efficient: up to 55.4mpg 

■ CD-Radio with Aux input 

■ MP3 & USB connectivity 



AVE01.2 LS 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR THAT’S FUN TO DRIVE 
PER MONTH 

X. | # | NIL DEPOSIT 

60 MONTHS £10,295 


■ 5* NCAP 

■£30 a year road tax 
■Air conditioning 

■ Start/Stop technology 

■ Electric Windows 

■ Cruise control 


Picture for illustration purposes only 



Picture for illustration purposes only 


HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 

Dudley Road West Midlands B633NH 

® 0121 462 2914 

CHEVROLET www.halesowenchevrolet.co.uk 


Spark 1.0+ and Aveo 1.2 LS shown feature metallic paint at an extra cost of £425. Offer available until March 31st 2013. *0% APR Representative. Minimum 20% deposit. Finance 
subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Finance by Santander Consumer (UK) pic, RH11SR. Offers available 
at participating Dealers only and not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offers may not apply to all Dealer stock. Warranty expires at 5 years or 100,000 miles, whichever 
occurs first. This offer includes Chevrolet’s standard Customer Care Commitment of a 2 year unlimited mileage manufacturer’s warranty, and third year manufacturer’s warranty with 
a 60,000 mile limitation. Years 4 and 5 are an insurance-backed warranty up to a maximum of 100,000 miles. The warranty excludes wear and tear and serviceable items and the 
vehicle has to be serviced in accordance with the manufacturer’s servicing schedule. 5 year warranty is available on retail registrations and at participating Dealers only. Prices 
correct at time of print. 

Official Government Environment Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/ 
km). Chevrolet Spark Range: Urban 42.8 (6.6), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 55.4 (5.1) CO„ emissions 119g/ 
km. Chevrolet Aveo Range: Urban 34.0 (8.3) - 67.2 (4.2), Extra Urban 55.3 (5.1) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined 44.8 (6.3) 
- 78.4 (3.6), C0 2 emissions 147 - 95g/km. 
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WflaSiLnq, 

Friendsiy 



PLACE AN ADVERT 

0844 887 2293 

REPLY TO MEMBERS 

0906 500 3955 

(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

COLLECT MESSAGES 

0906 500 3957 



37YR old singleton who loves animals, 
genuine, loving and desperate to meet 
someone nice WLTM loving male for Itr. 



To view these members 
and others go to: http:// 

dating.cxprcssandstar.com 

ads 




MIKE, likes pubs, meals out, country 
walks, looking for nice female for 
friendship, maybe more. 


J 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT207 To : 65125. Or call 0906 
635 0510. 

(T&C's below) 

SINGLE LADIES 



LINDA bored with her relationship 
seeks discreet man for daytime meet¬ 
ings. Tel No: 0905 002 1956 Box No: 
400495 

GAIL 52, blonde hair, 5ft 2ins, likes 
nights out, seeks N/S male, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 402041 

JEANETTE 35, blonde blue eyed 
attractive active nurse who really cares 
about people, WLTM someone 
genuine and honest to fall in love with. 
Any age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 402655® 

LISA 30's tall slim beauty looking for 
discreet dining partner to romance, 
pamper and appreciate me in return for 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 402645 ® 

JACKIE busty blonde, husband away 
seeks no strings fun. Tel No: 0905 002 
1957 Box No: 400453 

ATTRACTIVE curvy Jamaican female 
37 who loves to party, cook/bake and 
have fun, looking for no strings adult 
companionship only with white male, 
any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:393423 | 

MAXINE lonely heart, fun good looking 
single mum with GSOH seeks gentle 
considerate male to try and get to 
know better, dads welcome. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 393329 ® 

ALISON slim pretty lonely divorcee 
looking for caring supportive man who 
enjoys life and is looking to share it 
with me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:402255 | 

FIRST timer! Annette, passionate, 
loves cooking, life in general, rock 
music, WLTM mature male for 
friendship, togetherness, tic, hopefully 
Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401851 ® 

LIZ 42, black, divorced, seeking male, 
44-54 for kind, sincere, honest, open 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400949 

JANINE petite cute female who loves 
meals in/out, romantic strolls, WLTM 
interesting appreciative, independent 
man for Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:400803 

JULIE 30's female looking for some 
much needed tic with similar laidback 
male. Likes nights in/out, socialising, 
romance etc, call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400487 

62YR old female, widowed, small, slim, 
attractive, kind, outgoing, likes meals 
out, dancing, holidays, nights in, 
seeking professional gent. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 394106 ® 

KATHY 38yrs, knows what she wants 
out of life, wltm similar genuine male to 
wine/dine enjoy travel, share ambitions 
and hopefully fall in love with. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 400793 

MAUREEN seeks male 32-45 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 323543® 


MONICA 35, very attractive, gorgeous 
curvy figure, WLTM nice male who 
wants to get to know a genuine black 
beauty to wine, dine, romance 
hopefully leading to more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 401837 

JULIE cute blonde blue eyed flirty 
female 31, looking for laidback dates 
and fun times with older confident 
male, 40-65yrs with GSOH. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 401833 

JO attractive 30's brunette who loves 
life, WLTM up for it male to enjoy 
nights in/out, weekends away, adult 
fun times and hopefully more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 401591 

TRACY slim blue eyed blonde, likes 
nights out, travel, commitment phobic, 
looking for understanding professional 
male for mutually convenient meets. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401579 

CLARE 38, single mum, curvy hour 
glass, loves to be tactile, OHAC, 
WLTM caring male for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 3990471 

SARA young fun and sick of being 
single, trendy, well presented, very 
attractive, loves good food/wine, 
keeping fit, fast cars, looking to fall in 
love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401543 

I'M Carol 39, slim, blonde with legs 11, 
passionate by nature, loves tic and 
looking for similar solvent male for fun 
times and more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 401467 

CHANTELLE 40yr old slim sensual 
confident female who loves to party, 
seeking older male for fun dates 
without complications. Any age/race. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400465 

JACKIE lonely discreet 30's female 
with many interests, WLTM kind 
professional male to share nice times 
with. Status/age/looking unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400451 

GRACE Jones lookalike, black lady, 
53, 5ft 11 ins, OHAC, WLTM male, 45- 
65, 6ft plus for relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397681 

CAROL 37 attractive slim blonde, 
curves in all the right places, nice 
personality, good company, looking for 
caring fun man for fun times. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 400263 

CLARE 37 attractive slim with long 
dark hair and big brown eyes, WLTM 
genuine male who is honest, sincere 
and won’t waste my time or break my 
heart. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400199 

TRACY 26, pretty petite brunette, 
possibly looking for LTR but definitely 
looking for fun times with outgoing guy. 
Any age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 397027 

PAULA 37, WLTM male companion for 
meals out, social drinking, weekends 
away, hopefully leading to a 
meaningful friendship with benefits! 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:398503 

MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, petite, 
blonde, blue eyes, looking to enjoy life 
with similar romantic, caring guy. 
Single dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398349 

CAROLINE attractive, kind, caring, 43, 
seeking kind, caring male for LTR, 45- 

50. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
3968371 


NATASHA single professional 39yr old 
brunette looking for fun and friendship 
with genuine guy, 30-50yrs. Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 395719 

TRISH tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves tic, WLTM male 
who also likes to be in a loving 
relationship, 39-50yrs. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 397579® 

CARING lady, 52, brown hair/eyes, 
seeks male, 30-60 for socialising, 
meals out, cinema, music, sports and 
having a laugh. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 392883® 

LOVING caring young 68yr old female, 
5ft 2ins, slim-medium build, size 12, 
smoker, seeks slim, well dressed guy 
with GSOH for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399923 ® 

ANGELA green eyed dark haired 
feminine lady who enjoys walking and 
keeping fit, seeking lonely kind 
gentleman for good times and more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
399633 

LISA attractive blue eyed brunette, 
sporty, well maintained 25yr old uni 
student looking for older male for 
discreet dates. Status unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 399619 

DEBS lonely 40's female with no ties, 
GSOH, N/S, loves the simple things in 
life looking for similar soul mate to be 
happy together with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399523 

HI I’m Sharon an outgoing single mum 
looking to find love so thought I would 
give this a go, please don’t make me 
regret it, someone call me pis. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399197 

CARLA 41, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
loving, seeking male who likes walks, 
cinema and romantic meals. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 396127 ® 

SHARON slim blonde blue eyed 
outgoing 30's female looking for 
uncomplicated meets and adult 
companionship, like what you hear? 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:400119 

I'M Heather I love to cook, eat in/out, 
share a nice flirty glass of large wine or 
two with good company and am eager 
to hear from you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399715 

NICKY lonely 39yr old single mum 
looking for adult companionship and 
strictly no strings fun. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399189 

DEBBIE sexy size 14, fun, outgoing, 
discreet, looking for fun times only with 
male over 40yrs, call to find out more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398759 

HI I'm Marilyn a blue eyed beauty. Call 
me if you have a happy outlook and 
are seeking some fun. Age/looks 
unimportant. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 395665 

SUE confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive 
interesting guy for intimate evenings in 
with great food and conversations. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 3974851 

SARAH 23, attractive, brunette, slim, 
looking for male for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 3929791 


MARIA French female looking for 
mutually convenient companionship, 
very friendly, very discreet and very 
interested in meeting with you! Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397451 | 

LUCY beautiful big bottomed black 
female, very tactile, seeks mature 
honest white male for loving fun times. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:397389 

KATHERINE 38, attractive, single, 
very lonely and looking for love, fun 
and male companionship, pis get in 
touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397123 

HI I'm Natalie 24, pretty, friendly, 
single, seeking energetic man for 
romantic walks, cosy nights in and fun- 
loving relationship. Any age/looks/race. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397489 | 

TINA young attractive 27yr old single 
female looking for older friendly loving 
male for adult fun and good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397563 

BEV 30yr old curvy attractive female, 
likes music, travel, animals, cosy 
nights in front of a log fire, looking for 
affectionate male for good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397535 

MICHELLE attractive 30's female, 
blonde, leggy and very much single, 
seeking quality company, hopefully 
more with nice romantic male. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 395717 

BUBBLY female, 42, young at heart, 
honest, caring, likes outdoors, cinema, 
theatre, meals out, seeks likeminded 
male/soul mate, 40-50. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 357919 

VICKY honest caring female 33yrs, 
GSOH, loves meals in/out, travel, 
cinema, WLTM someone to enjoy nice 
things in life with and romance. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 383911 

DENISE tall leggy good looking single 
mum, easygoing, enjoys nights in/out, 
animals, WLTM tall male for fun times 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:391873 

SINGLE MEN 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message sent. 


Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT207 To : 65125. 

(T&C's below). 

ASIAN male, 45, 5ft 9ins, slim, caring, 
loyal, GSOH, WLTM female, 35-45 for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 4024931 

OPENMINDED blue eyed, dark haired 
loving male, seeks genuine, fun loving 
female for nights in/out and weekends 
away. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
402313 

IAN 6ft, likes meals out, weekends 
away, seeks female, Midlands. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 394134 


BE my valentine. Romantic white 
male, 47, 5ft 11 ins, seeks lady, likes 
meals out, holidays, cinema and keep 
fit, Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
402243 

MALE 45, Asian, slim, seeks female 
for friendship/relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 402213 ® 

PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, 
OHAC, seeks female, 18 plus for 
discreet adult fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 401875® 

COVENTRY male, 42, 6ft 1 ins, caring, 
romantic nature, seeks female, single 
mum welcome, 25-55, any 
nationality/Foreign for nice times in 
and out. Genuine replies only. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 398671 

64YR old widow, 5ft 6ins, hardworking, 
likes meals out, countryside, seeks 
female, 57-64 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 401925 

MALE 40, 6ft 2ins, blond, fit, seeks 
female for friendship, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401899® 

TIGER Woods lookalike, seeking 
curvy, scrumptious female for fun and 
frolics. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 401737® 

STEVE 60, likes sports, meals out, 
seeks female with view to permanent 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401695 

VINCE 52, caring, seeking female for 
fun and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 401683 ® 

40YR old Asian male, GSOH, likes 
meals out, country walks, looking for 
English lady with GSOH for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401609® 

MALE 50, genuine, honest, many 
interests, seeks female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 394232 

MICHAEL 50, nice eyes, seeking 
female companion for holidays and 
weekends away, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 401479 ® 

STEVE 60, likes sports, meals out, 
seeks similar female for permanent 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401441 

RICHARD 48, dark hair, brown eyes, 
olive skin, WLTM lady, 40-50 for LTR, 
size unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 401431 ® 

ATTRACTIVE tall, Indian professional 
male, GSOH, easygoing, likes sports, 
socialising, good company, seeks 
female with GSOH who enjoys life. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401385 

FRIENDLY guy 49, tall, fit, GSOH, 
attractive, seeks lady for discreet fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
399091® 

YOUNG 70's male, widower, own 
transport, active in business, likes 
weekends away, seeks honest, caring 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:401203 

RICHARD 39, honest, caring, likes 
cosy nights in/out, seeks lady, 35-40 
for good times in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 401145® 

IAN tall, medium build, brown hair, blue 
eyes, caring, genuine, loving, tender, 
happy go lucky, likes music, theatre, 
meals out, romantic nights in, seeks 
similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401065® 


DAVE happy go lucky, sociable, seeks 
attractive young lady, 35-40 to pamper 
and cook for. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401043® 

NEW Year new start. Romantic white 
male, 47, 5ft 11 ins, likes holidays, keep 
fit, music, cinema, seeks female. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401013 

MALE 39, 6ft 2ins, honest, loyal, 
caring nature, seeks similar female 
with view to permanent, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:400703 0 

FRANK tall, distinguished 68yr old 
mature, professional gent, sensual, 
tactile, seeks similar, warm, responsive 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400967 

TALL mature, solvent male, seeks to 
wine and dine younger lady. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 401241 

KARL 28, black hair, brown eyes, 
smart, 5ft 3ins, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400953 

PAUL 52, looking for friendship, 
possible relationship with someone 
who can make me happy in 2013. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 400849 ® 

MALE 60, 5ft lOins, loving, caring, 
seeking genuine female, any age, 40- 
60 for relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400513® 

MALE seeking blonde female, 55-60 
for discreet adult fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400435 ® 

COLIN 62, divorced, many interests, 
GSOH, seeking slim, attractive, 50's 
female for companionship, maybe 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400389 0 

GAY SINGLES 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING to meet or 
chat to other men, look no further. 
TXT: GAY247 to 65125 
wwwJocalgaydate.co.uk 

MARK 36, seeking fun, outgoing male 
for possible relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 401723® 

STEVE 54 bi, non-scene, seeking guy 
of similar age or older for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 401465® 

OLDER male, outgoing, sporty, 
seeking younger man for fun and 
friendship, slim-medium build, active, 
hairy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401225® 

CD 70 plus seeking CD 70 plus for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:393208 0 

MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, blue 
eyes, blond hair, seeks slim male for 
fun relationship. Any area, can travel. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
311892© 

FRIENDS 

LADY young 60, straight, outgoing, 
friendly, smart, seeks similar female 
friends for days/nights out, Sutton 
Coldfield and surrounding areas, 
genuine replies, car owners preferred. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397931 
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CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts 
£1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text 
STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A minimum of six messages from each party are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users may 
pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. Profiles that have a mobile phone icon may be contacted by SMS text. This service is moderated by operators for your safety. 

*SMS Txt Chat ‘Fun on your mobile’ 66888. Cost £1.50/msg sent. SMS Txt Chat TEXT FOR FUN’ is a virtual chat service meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for fun & entertainment only. We reserve the right to contact individuals with 
occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 66888. Help: 0844 445 7707. Opt Out: www.SFire.co.uk. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details 
of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 04 03 13 



Women 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meet¬ 
ings implied or guaranteed. 
Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage Help Desk: 0844 445 
7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND INDEP followed by the 
box number of the person you 
wish to chat to and send to 

66888 

(T&C's below) 


SASSY Blonde 22yrs loves fun 
chat. Text INDEP 204856 to 
66888 


ADVENTUROUS lady, ask me 
about myself. I'm here for you. 

Text INDEP 205191 to 66888 


SALLY Ann hoping to chat with 
mature men Text INDEP 
205246 to 66888 


NIKITA, Russian beauty, has 
naughty side to her and loves 
to chat. Text INDEP 205093 to 
66888 


MARILYN, feminine petite 
blonde, own home and just 
loves to text. Text INDEP 
204910 to 66888 


ASIAN lady, very kind and re¬ 
spectful. Loves to chat to Eng¬ 
lish men. Text me. Text INDEP 
204550 to 66888 


LADY 22yrs is interested in 
texting men for chats. Text 
INDEP 204562 to 66888 


SALLY and Sophie 19yr old 
twins love to share everything. 
Call us for a chat. Text INDEP 
204614 to 66888 


MATURE lady, very young 
looking 60, curvy figure, loves 
to chat with younger men.Text 
INDEP 204784 to 66888 


DIVORCED and happy lady, 
doesn't get out much so loves 
to chat with those who do. 

Text INDEP 204530 to 66888 


SUSIE, attractive nurse, works 
a nightshift so free during the 
day. Text me. Text INDEP 
205021 to 66888 


BORED and lonely, home 
alone all day, give me some¬ 
thing to brighten up the lonely 
hours. Text INDEP 205026 to 
66888 


ASIAN female, wants chats 
with white man. Interested to 
learn English ways. Text 
INDEP 204765 to 66888 


SINGLE mum, kids at school 
all day, would love some fun 
chats. Text INDEP 205285 to 
66888 


JASMINE, exotic beauty, text 
me what you like and I will text 
back. Text INDEP 204668 to 
66888 


BIG is best, cuddly lady seeks 
skinny men. Call, whatever 
you look like, how will I know! 

Text INDEP 205069 to 66888 


SUE, sporty and fun , why not 
chat with me. Text INDEP 
205455 to 66888 


Men 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meet¬ 
ings implied or guaranteed. 
Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage Help Desk: 0844 445 
7707 

LADIES TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND INDEP followed by the 
box number of the person you 
wish to chat to and send to 

66888 

(T&C's below) 

SINCERE, single Dad, lonely 
seeks lady to chat to, single 
mums, swap notes about life in 
general. Text INDEP 204947 
to 66888 


SOLVENT business gent, 
would love to have a phone 
friend to chat with, ACA. Text 
INDEP 204937 to 66888 
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Local Tradesmen 


AERIALS 


Luke Kings Aerials 

HALESOWEN 0121 445 1382 

FREEPHONE 0800 211 8053 

FREE QUOTES & FREE 
HELP & ADVICE 
SET UP &TUNNING & 

REPAIRS FROM £25 
NEW AERIALS FROM £49 
FREESAT FROM £89 
OPEN 7 DAYS ^ 


BLINDS & CURTAINS 


Blinds Less 


Top quality blinds at 
budget prices 




“!Ne will 
beat any 
like for 
like quote” 


Local company, full pange of blinds 


TO VIEW OUR BLINDS VISIT 
www.blinds4lessdirect. com 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
01902 500204 or 07989 588728 
SANDWELL/HALESOWEN 01384 886162 


GLOBAL BLINDS 

VERTICAL. ROLLER AND VENETIAN 


6 Verticals FOR ONLY £199 




Superb Quality - Genuine Offers 
FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE & SERVICE 
TELEPHONE 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 

CALL NOW 0845 505 1122 



BLT Blinds 

From £30 A Window 

Hand Made to your requirements. 
Exceptional Quality as Standard 
Wide Choice of top quality fabrics available 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Call Rob 07771 554455 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeviewi Satellite 

£20 OFF 

(with new installs) 

LOCAL EXPERT 
WHO YOU 
CAN TRUST 
EXTRA TV POINTS £45 

FREE QUOTES 

Friendly, reliable service 




S. K. Smith 
Building Services 

THE COMPLETE 
BUILDING SERVICE 

Any job - any size! 

Extensions, Brickwork, Patios, 
Fencing, Roofing, Plastering, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

For a Free No 
Obligation 
Quotation call 

0121 5857206 

Visit us at 
sksmithbuildingservices.co.uk 




DOUBLE GLAZING 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Tel 01384 566100 O 

Email: quotations® f*w*s»* 

blackcountryglazing.com nmnB 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


COMPUTERS 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 

• Home Network Implemented 

• Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDRCgP PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com 


CARPENTRY 


SM CARPENTRY &BUIIING 

• Extensions/Canopy’s \ 

• loft conversions \ 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurb^v 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices — 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727 • 07879 681591 


B 

iw 


DAVID ADAMSl 


ARPENTRYM 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows & doors 


30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 




LOCK 

PROBLEMS 

UPVC, Yale, Chubb, etc? Lost keys? 
Broken door locks? Window and door 
security locks changed, fitted, upgraded. 

Tony Lane 01384 354344 
07540 380140 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Allans Carpets 


W 


Fitting Service 

New and old carpets fitted 
from £20 per room or can supply 
carpets at excellent rates 


07989 705396 


Able & Bromley 


Carpets and Bed 

Retail Discount Warehouse 


100% Wool Carpet 
from £4.99 sq yd 
Heavy Saxony Carpet 
from £8.99 sq yd 
Beds from £99 
100’s of Bargains 
Can’t get out we will 
bring samples to you 
All areas covered 

Tel: 01902 880541 


DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS 


Bow's 
U niversal 
D omestic 
I nstalls 


COOKER 

INSTALLS 



Gas, Electric and LPG 
Built-in Ovens and Hobs ni COO 74117Q 
Range Cookers and Hobs 01 uOt /HI I /u 

Washers, Dishwashers, 07973534527 m 

Televisions, Wallmounts (17QQ9 79QDG1 lias Safe 

also installed U#9 u£/lOUDI Register506334 

www.bowsuniversaldomesticinstalls.com 


DECORATING 


T 


Painting & Decorating - Property Maintenance 
Domestic & Commercial Work Undertaken 
Interior & Exterior Painting & Decorating 
(All General / Maintenace Work Considered) 

Call: 07792865975 

EmailNick@harrisonsdecoratingsevices.co.uk 

www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 

(We also offer cleaning services for UPVC Windows,Frames / Guttering & Patios) 

No job too small.... or too big 
Call today for a free quote 



T W Decorating 
Services 


shleu Services 


Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 
FREE QUOTES 
Full liability insurance 

on: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 


(•(M* 

Painting and Decorating, 
and General Maintenance 
Professional and Reliable 
OAP FRIENDLY 

For a FREE Quote 
Call Tim On: 

0121 559 4762 
07890 779785 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

f Painters & 
^Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advent 
Residential and Commercial 
work undertaken 
CALL 07860 20671 3 / 
0121 550 5784 


mm 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


AM ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 10 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part R ewire s / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Showeri/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingf*Safety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 
07785 781652i 


Elegant^ 

Stairs 



Quality Stairparts, 
supplied & fitted/ 
by mature 
craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 



ELECTRICIANS 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House / 

Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the 
home, garden, driveway or 
office/retail premises 

• Emergency call outs-7 days a week 

• Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated 

• Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

email: stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

0121 602 8088 (24 Hour Call Outs) 
07967 650 567 OFFICE: 0844 561 7244 


DIB Electrical Contractors Ltd 

We are NIC EIC approved electrical company and 
also TRUST MARK and PART P registered. 

All are electricians are CRB checked. 

24 hour 7 days a week call outs 
We cover Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
• Landlord reports / testing and certification 
• Rewires • Fuse board up grades 
• Energy efficient led lighting for your home and business 

• Internal / external lighting • Shower replacements 

• Additional sockets • Intruder / cctv systems 

• Check out our great reviews on checkatrade.com 

T: 0121647 7087 T: 01384 881017 
18:0790 090 3000 

E: Darren@djbelectricalcontractors.co.uk 


+- 


+- 



MB J electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - 


mbelectric. co.ukU 


MULLARD 


ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

s Call Dan on: 

"T =EBK 01384 263357 
BBS Ld or 07866 886364 


FENCING 






Fencing a Gates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


013(4 242891 or 07970 300516 


Grange 


FENCING & 

LANDSCAPING 

Every aspect in landscaping I 

• Patios -Brickwalls - Fencing • Turfing 

• Block Paving • Shed Bases • Edgings 

• Specialists in Decking 
For great ideas call for a FREE quote anytime, 
7 days a week. Est. Since 1978 

Call: 01384 824089 / 07889 817996 



To advertise your business and reach over 50/ 


potential customers.... 

10 

Call us on... 

01384 353227 M 

E-mail us at... 'W 

r r.cooper@expressandstar.co.uk M 

1 

Post to... 1 

Ryan Cooper, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake , 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB ^ 
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Local Tradesmen 



FENCING 


LJBTViencing 

AN types of quality 
fencing supplied 
B & erected 

Pius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 
www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



GARDENING 



Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


Garden Transformations 

From total makeovers and 
clearances to 
decking and 
fencing 

Guaranteed 
lowest prices 

0121 422 
8594 or 
07985 548466 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 

• Hedges and lawns cut 

• General tidy and rubbish removed 

• Garden Landscaping 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Bui 


Wk 



KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 




JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

® Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
>r 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pr 


[the 

Free Full Design and 

l Battvwom 

Advice Sevice 

SPECIALIST 

Supply and Install 
or Fit Only 

1 - M 

MM 

Bathroom Repairs 

k 1 

Skilled Craftsman 

Phone John 01384 639 097 


The Tradesman 

DESIGN, SUPPLY & INSTALL OR FIT ONLY 

♦ Bathrooms ♦ Kitchens ♦ Plumbing Repairs 
♦ Tiling & Household Repairs ♦ Property Maintenance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Best for price and service, call Bob on 

01384 288013 or 07966 362888 


HANDYMAN 


Midlands Handyman 

for Home Improvements 


e.g. Flat pack furniture • curtain and blind hanging 
• hanging doors • felting sheds • changing locks 
• painting & decorating • putting up shelves 
• laying of ceramic / laminate floors • all at competitive prices 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 


OVEN CLEANING 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 



HEALTH AND BEAUTY 


4 Clothing Alterations 

For Ladies and Gents 

BRIDAL AND PROM DRESS SPECIALISTS 

Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat 
9.30am - 4.00pm 

21 Upper High Street, 
Cradley Heath B64 5HX 
01384 826626 

30 High Street, Halesowen 
B63 3BB 
0121 585 0890 


MOTORING 



MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold die Snooker Club), Blackhead), B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


E3 


MOT 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


131:?“ 30 Years Experience 

From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 



We also supply a car and va 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.ee 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


LOFT LADDERS 


_ M _ . A __ . _____ 


THE 



Loft Ladders fitted from 



£130 inclusive 



New or enlarged hatches 



T & G Flooring, Lighting 



Fully Insured 



Call Terry on 



07595 584 565 or 


— 

01384 833025 



PAVING 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 


w *EMTEj =. niy f C f =1 



PLUMBING & HEATING 


Gas Heating Services 


Office 52A, Summer Hill, Halesowen 

(opposite Wilkinson) 


All Work Guafi 
(01384)869605 
07754 676336/07950 659668 


. . ■ Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Visit our website www.fine-hnepaving.co.uk ■ office: 0121 503 0066 Mobiie:07584 070 475 


1 Central Heating • Gas Fitting 
1 Plumbing 

1 Gas Appliance Servicing 
1 Boiler Maintenance & Repairs 
1 Specialists in Combination Boilers 
1 Fully Trained Engineers 
1 Family Run Business 





www.gassafel .com 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



PLASTERING 




AN types of plastering wm 
aammi filii 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Call us on 01384 622466 
or 07971 569648 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


m 




Cl PLASTERING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex and Artex 
Removed 

Insurance work undertaken 
Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


Kni g ht Gas 


Heating & Plumbing 


Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 a 

Mm , 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas - 


: ARTEX MAN * 

* Complete range * 

* Repairs and coving ★ 

‘ FOR FREE ESTIMATE * 

* Telephone Tim on Sedgley * 

I (01902)675144/ : 

* 07890 655189 * 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Direct 7 year guarantee on all boilers 

Plumbing ®!? ecial °! fer 
Services Worcester 
Bosch Boiler 

supplied and fitted 


• Servicing 

• Breakdown work No Fix ■ No fee 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Bathrooms supplied 
and fitted 

• Fires & Cookers 

• Commercial Gas 


from £1 299 

Baxi Main Boilers 

supplied and fitted from £1099 


Call Stephen on 07545 704363 


ms 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

}—- All General Plumbing Undertaken 

> •Bathrooms 

• [ \ • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 

j| - J • Outside Taps Fitted 

1 • Leaks Repaired 

1* • PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


Call Richard: 07902*557W 


OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs ^ E st^ 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-601 6767 

^-LMfww.household-plumbing.co.uk^-^ 


ROOFING 



R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 


Roofing Contractors 


Est 30 Years 

Special Offer High performance flat roofing 
25 year Guarantee 

Fibre Glass Roofing, Re-Roofing, Slating UPVC Fascias, 
Gutters cleared £ 15 Repairs £ 15 

Prevent Damp in Lofts, Vents fitted £50 
Free Estimates 

TEL:01384-566752 / 07773-001859 


mpmtms 


i 


skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 



•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 
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m. 

rades TT 

Need a job doing? 

Call one of our local 
tradesmen appearing 
weekly on these pages Jf 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatoriesT 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call lan on 
01384 412796 Or 07890 894631 




Bathrooms, Kitchens and IfgBl 
Conservatories 
For a free quote call 
Tony Baker 

0121 422 4116 
07961 604632 



Slating, filing, New Roofs, Flat Roofs, Chimneys, 
Guttering, Ridges, Flashings, tfVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES'FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 


00121 4201582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH I 

"A CHEAP RUBBISH 1 
| REMOVAL 7 DAYS | 

_ Small Jobs >. 

I NO PROBLEM 

We load, 9, | 

No Skips ft—V 

Free Estimates | 

Garden, Household, Shed, 

I Garage, Fridges, White I 
Goods, House Clearances 

*0121 500 6033 1 


■1 



PETS CORNER 



4 PETS WHO KNOW A 
600DTHIN6! 

FOR ALL YOUR 
PET GROOMING 
REQUIREMENTS AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES! 


CAT GROOMING SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE. 


CALL CARY: 01384 891008/ 075 5 7 64810O 


217 High Street, lye, DY9 8JX 

EMAI L: posh i<utz.gf@googlemai l.com 


SKIP HIRE 


A SIZES 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A . WEEK 

SCRAP OARS 

removed for FREE S KI F^HP 


07920 805774 


SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 



www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


6 # ft There's nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 

ft ft ft ft^B^^^P www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 


ONLIN eTfree adverts) 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 
For items up to £250 

\v^lwww.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. Private advertisers only. 


By telephone, post 
or in person at your 
local branch. A ■ 

0 B ft! 

Items up to £250 

£3.00 per entry 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


SELL IT FAST 

SELL IT LOCAL 



Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 
8.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday 
Closed Saturday 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

In person 

at your local Express & Star Office 
Cancel/amend, call before 4.00pm Monday - 
Friday for the next day's advertisement or also 
before 4pm Friday for Monday's advertisement 


Lost & Found 


LOST—Male neutered cat, 
months, tabby/white, chipped, 
Dickinson Road, Wombourne, 
Friday, Mar 1. 07739 224777. 


personal 


ATTRACTIVE FEMALE 
SEEKS 

Handsome Male 42-47 for rela- 
tionship leading to 
something permanent. 

I go out with Friends etc but 
still looking for that special 
someone. 

Must have good lifestyle, 
position, etc, must like 
countryside, travel, days and 
nights out. 

Penn-Stourbridge area, car 
owner, photo, will return. 
Box Number P18393, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


LOOK 

CROSSING SIX DECADES 
IS THE BEAUTIFUL 
BRENDA, Nee SMOUT. 

Met you in 1953 when I was at 
Preston Montford Hall. 

Montford Bridge. 

Love to hear from you. 

C.I.D. SYD. 

Box Number P18381, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 

LOOK 


HAVEN HOLIDAY. The Orchards, 
Clacton-on-Sea. September 16 - 
20. £100. Genuine reason for sale. 
01902 726267. 


HI, I’M JOHN 

I would like to meet a nice, 
bubbly lady, aged between 
45 - 50, for nice days out 
together. 

Box Number P18382, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


HOMELY QUIET 
RESPECTABLE MAN 

80’s, Widower with own home 
and car. Likes walks and the 
countryside also trips out. 
WLTM similar lady for 
companionship. 
Wolverhampton area 
preferred. 

Box Number P18389, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV11ES. 


MALE 33 

I am looking for a fun, lovable, 
caring and honest lady, 
between the ages of 28-36, who 
likes going to clubs, pubs and 
bars and enjoys days and 
nights in / out. 

Genuine replys only, photo 
appreciated (returned). 

Box Number P18380, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


PERSONAL CARER available for 
shopping and cleaning, CRB 
checked and NVQ Certificate. 
From £7 per hour. 01902 831379. 


* % 

'!• 

SEDGLEY WHITE LIONS 

UlO’s this seasons Bilston 
Autumn League Title Winners 
and Inter Divisional 
Cup Finalists. 

Require additional, quality, 
experienced outfield players. 
For further details ring 

Kevin on 

01902 674246 or 07802 931346. 


WIDOWER 

Own house and car, would like 
to meet a lady, 50 plus, for 
Friendship and or relation¬ 
ship, I’m a very loving, caring 
person, I live in the Dudley 
area. 

Box Number P18379, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


<s> 

YOUNG BUCKS FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY 

Fun football coaching 
sessions for children aged 2-5, 
on Saturday mornings at 
Aldersley High School. 

All FA / First Aid Qualified 
and CRB checked coaches. 

For more info call Chris 
07746 781500. 01902 741189. 
c.buckard@youngbucks 
football.co.uk 

0 \ 

»•# 


market 

place 


aerials 


CASTLE AERIALS 


Aerials from £64.99, Sky, 
multirooms, 10 yrs experience, 
free estimates, We will beat 
any written quote!. 


Call: 01384 350150 




DIGITAL 
AERIALS 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

G125 

tSAMElSmSERVICE] 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


education & tuition 

rawaria 

HALESOWEN TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 

elderly & disabled 


CORDOBA MEDICAL shoprider 
mobility scooter, puncture proof 
tyres, great condition, £450. 01384 


GO GO TRAVEL SCOOTER 

With personal raincover, can 
be broken and put in car boot 
with red, blue and grey 
changable trims, brand new 
batteries. 

£350. 

01902 846788 / 07961187683. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 3 wheels, 
good condition. £150. 

01902 586115. 

MOBILITY SCOOTER, one large, 
one smaller, both four wheel, 
excellent condition. Price each 
£295. 01384 822991. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 
01384 255019 / 07831 246292 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397 / 07897 273617 


furniture 


CONSERVATORY FURNITURE, 

cane settee, two chairs and table, 
excellent, £350 ono. 

01902 896589. 

EXTENDING DINING TABLE 6 

chairs, 2 carvers, £100. Can 
deliver. Call 07743 501040. 
LEATHER SUITE, 3 and 2 seater 
suite, plus footstool, Italian real 
hide, pecan brown. £850 ono. 
07710 602035. 

THREE PIECE SUITE, light / 
beige, reversible, nearly two 
years old, cost, £1,600, sell, £250. 
01902 334891. 

★ TWO PIECE SUITE. A 

modern brown leather 
large two seater sofa with 
a matching armchair. 
Excellent condition, from 
a non smoker house. £500. 
01922 405484. 

TWO SEATER SETTEE, cream, 
with recliner armchair to match, 
very good condition, £200. 
Telephone 01902 753479. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE cash price paid for 
house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641 
YOUR LOCAL BRITISH HEART 
Foundation Furniture and Elec¬ 
trical Store offers a sympathetic 
and professional House Clear¬ 
ance service. Please call: 0844 
412 5000. Help us fight heart 
disease. 

household 
_appliances 

TUMBLE DRYER Very good con¬ 
dition, can deliver. £79. 

07950 775768. 


items for sale 


CORRUGATED roofing sheets 
Also tile effect /box profile 
/curved and z purlins. 

Hornsey Steels 01547 530419 


L.K.B Aerial: 

• OAR Discount • Free Quotes 

• 2 Year Guarantee 


Q\scounf 

O/ with 
\J /O Vouchei 


8 till Late - 7 days a week 
www.digitalaerialfitter.co.uk | 

All Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted 
01384 918671-07572 838893 

LUKE KINGS AERIALS 

HALESOWEN 

Free quotes & OAP Discounts from your local Aerial Man 
NEW AERIALS • REPAIRS • TUNING • SET UP TVs • FREE-SAT 
£10 OFF REPAIRS & TUNING 

Aerials from £49 • Fringe from £89 • Complete from £89 
Tuning £30 • Set Up £30 • Repairs from £39 
Bed Point from £49 - TV Wall Mounting from £85 

TEL: 0121 445 1382 


MINTON dinner and tea service, 
in white, £50. 

01384 277190. 


items wanted 


ALL ANTIQUES bronzes, monies, 
medals, bikes, TVs, toys, slots, 
tills, old firearms, etc. 

01384 484309 or 07930 949337. 


ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY 

COLLECTIONS WANTED 
ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam. 

Also, Diecast, Dinky, Corgi, 
Spot On. 

Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569 or 07891713547 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks 
Paintings • All silver items 
Pre ‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 OR 
07971 783206 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the right 
item. 

Call Paul 01543 251743. 



kitchens & 
bathrooms 

SHOWER SCREEN with pattern 
and all fittings, £25. Shower with 
all fittings £30. 07743 501040. 


removals 


r CHEAPER 
\ REMOVALS 

REMOVAL VAN & DRIVER 
FOR HIRE 

Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A AND M CHEAP Removals local, 
careful firm, full / part loads. Don 
- 0800 587 0377 / 07749 941319. 

A MAN WITH A VANSingle items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve. 
0121 422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 
1 item.07429 453209/01902 830870 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items 
large or small. Call: 01902 741546 
/ 07917 679360 / 01384 486126. 


wedding bells 



function rooms % 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM wed¬ 
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Powerleague 01384 266000 
halesowen@powerleague.co.uk 


skip hire 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Relaible service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


specialists at your 
service 

alarms/security 


3 FLOOR FINISHES 

Laminate, Carpet & Vinyl floor fitter 
Professional and Reliable service, 
25 years experience. Free estimates 

Call: 07890 981282 


Clothing Alterations 

Bridal and Prom Dresses 
Suits and Special Occasion Wear 

Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat 9.30am - 4.00pm 

21 Upper High Street 
Cradley Heath B64 5HX 
01384 826626 

30 High Street, Halesowen, B63 3BB 
0121 585 0890 


gas fitting 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. Screened 
soil and crushed hardcore for 
sale. All skips for weekend must 
be booked by Friday 0121 555 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


guttering 


Ait GUTTER CLEAN 

Drives, Patios & Conservatories 

FREE Call Out & Quotes: 

07969 117656 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 

carpet & upholstery cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 0800112 3959 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


double glazing repairs 


~&£TTH£ 

\F030UU\ 

Condensation removal 
from failed double 
glazing at least 
50% cheaper than 
replacements. 


flooring 


plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

roofing 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias and gutters. 
Call 01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING 25% off all 
New Roofs, Repairs and Fascias. 
01384 353600 or 07875 387445. 
SEMI RETIRED ROOFER All 
things roofing, flat roofs/fascias 
and guttering, 38 yrs experience. 
Please call Keith: 07546 158165 


\ 


sports & leisure 


MAVERPOLE 

13m, five top kits, one short, 
four kupping kit. 

Maver box, spray bar, keep 
net arm, brolly arm, 

£300. 

01902 653947. 

tv/home 

entertainments 


sales 

JVC COMBI 22” TV/DVD, wall 
bracket, good order, guarantee, 
£150 ono. 01902 305268. 

50IN SAMSUNG HD ready, 
complete with glass stand, 
immaculate, can deliver £299. 
07730 899325. 

service 


AERIAL/TV SPECIALISTS 

TV Plasma / LCD repairs 
Digital aerial installation 
Wall mount / set ups / etc 
Plasma, LCD TV’s from £99 
Any area, 7 days 

07850 330251 


leisure 


car boot sales 


gardening services 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


BEST SATURDAY B00TSALE 

10am, A454 Hilton, between 
Wolverhampton & Bridgnorth. 

SATURDAY & WEDNESDAY B00TSALE 
Saturdays only £5 a pitch 

10am Boat Lane, Muckley Corner, 
between Lichfield & Walsall. 

SUPER EVERY SUNDAY B00TSALE 

10am Cocksparrow Lane, 
Huntington, Cannock. 

Details: 07890 267041. 
www.bestbootsales.com 




caravans wanted 


TOURING CARAVAN wanted, will 
pay up to £300. 

Anything considered. 

Telephone 07980 365757. 

WANTED TOURING caravan, any¬ 
thing considered, must have cas¬ 
sette toilet. 07703 540507 or 01384 
274518. 































































































































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

clissified 


HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, MARCH 07 2013, Page 37 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


caravans / 
motorhomes 



ABBEY AVENTURA 325 


05 reg, 2006 model, 4 berth, end 
bathroom, separate shower, 
full cooker, CH, 

L shaped seating, removable 
carpets, 

£5,595. 

07867 842091. 



ABBEY LINCOLN GT, 93 model, 2 
berth, good condition for year, 
full awning, £1,300 ono. 

07536 035752. 

ABI ACE Rallyman 2 berth, 92, 
cassette toilet, motor mover, 
awning, exc condition, £1,500. 
01902 411919 - 07954 685195. 

BAILEY RANGER 550-6 

2002, 6 berth with fixed bunks 
at the rear. Well looked after 
with cream curtains and cush¬ 
ions. Alko hitch lock, Aqua 
roll and waste. 

£4,500. 

07837 993824. 



COSALT SUPER FAIRWAY 


Luxury three bedroom 
caravan. 

For sale in Swanage, Dorset. 
Delightful site and facilities 
complete with full balcony 
and gate. 

Contact caravan park website 
www. ulwellcottagepark. co. uk 
£22,414.05p. 

ELDDIS TORNADO CARAVAN, 3- 

4 berth, awning, fridge and 
cooker. Great condition. £580 
ono. 07972 535410. 

ELDDIS WISP 350/2 

1991, 2 berth, good, clean 
condition for its age, make 
great starter caravan, with por- 
taloo, oven, new ultrasealed 
tyres, 18 month old 
fridge, new carpet. 

£700 ono. 

Telephone 01902 337473. 
FLEETWOOD Colchester 470 
EB new, 2004, first used 2005, 
fitted with power mover, 2 
awnings, plus many extras, 
serviced annually by 
approved dealer, 1 owner, non 
smokers, £5,000. 

01746 767536 - 07958 293958 


ISABELLA OPUS awning 300, 975, 
little used, excellent condition, 
£950. 07974 828183. 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME 

2009 Swift Moselle, 38ft x 12ft, 2 
bed. Double glazed and central 
heating. Lovely open plan 
layout Tall fridge freezer inc. 
Piped gas. On small quiet 
(inland) Mid Wales park. WiFi, 
free fishing, childrens play¬ 
ground. 2013 fees inc. Choice of 
plots with private double 
parking. Stunning views. Pets 
and children welcome. 

Immaculate condition. 

£20,995. 

07971734329. 



Small ★★★ Site 

Caravans from £5995 

inclusive 2013 Fees (£1090) 


01686 670408 
07891 528061 

STIRLING ECCLES SPORT 

2012 Model. 

With 5 years manufacturers 
warranty. Excellent condition, 
c/w Aqua roll, waste and 
full size awning. Ready to go 
£14,975. 

Telephone 07727 082319 



CAMPERVAN T28 1.9TDI 


2004,64,000 miles, s/h with VW 
Cambelt replaced. MoT Nov 
2013, tax Oct 2013. Leisure 
drive conversion 2007. Rock-n- 
roll double bed. Fridge freezer. 
Oven. Sink with hot water 
pump. Overhead storage/extra 
bed. Fiamma windout sun 
canopy plus privacy room. 
Fiamma 2 x bike rack. Excel¬ 
lent condi¬ 

tion inside and out. 

£16,750 ono. 

01694 723916. 


SUNCAMP AWNING to fit a twin 
axle caravan, 1050cms x 1075cms, 
blue and grey, used one season 
only, £295. 01902 607679. 


SWIFT CHALLENGER 570 

2011, Rolli awning, motor 
mover, end washroom, fixed 
bed, panoramic sunroof, 
extras. 

£14,500 ono. 

Telephone 01299 841011. 


WILLERBY LEVEN 2010,37x12, 2 
bedroom, DG, CH, sited 1 mile 
Mid Wales coast, £21,500. 07578 
122072 or 01902 788875. 


WILLERBY RIO GOLD 

New, 28 x 12,2 bed, DG, CH, gal¬ 
vanised chassis, connected to 
services, real quality caravan, 
all Manufacturers warranties, 
sited at Sand Bay, coastal Som¬ 
erset Village, family owned and 
dog friendly park by the sea. 
Excellent buy. Cost over 
£28,000 new. 

Bargain £24,750. 

07801734823 or 01934 412680. 


guns & dogs 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKET 
IN THE MIDLANDS 

Bescot Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 
Stall Hire Available From £21 


equestrian corner 


CHESTNUT MARE 
REG APPALOOSA 15HH. 

With few spots. 8 years old. 
Needs re-schooling or would 
make good companion. 
Had foal 3 years ago. 

£500 ono. 

07816 073433. 


15.2HH CLEVELAND BAY 
CROSSCOB 

Mare, 9 years, green but school¬ 
ing well, fantastic nature, experi¬ 
enced home only to bring on her 
education. Family commitments 
forces sad sale. 

£1,995 including some tack. 
07523 865172. 


in your garden 


Top Soil, 

WM Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Cand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01902 893226 


pets corner 




NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when pur¬ 
chasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 

Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers pur¬ 
chase from this 
kind of establishment. 


BEAUTIFUL BABY RABBITS, 

ready now, £20 to secure good 
home. 07904 317164. 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! , 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3^ 

NO MUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOTl 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN 



auctions 


BEAUTIFUL Staffie Puppies, 
ready now, £150 each. Please 
contact 01384 624295. 

BICHON FRISE cross Jack 
Russell Puppies, very good with 
children, parents can be seen, 
Head and wormed to date, very 
loveable, £225. 07910 539352. 

CAVAPOO PUPPIES black, 
apricot and chocolate, £450-£600. 
07867 530504. 

ENGLISH SPRINGER Spaniel 
puppies, x4, liver/white, FTCh, 
FTW in both lines, Mother/ 
Father top trained gun dogs, 
ready now, chipped, Father can 
be seen, £400. 

01543 279559 or 07503 529138. 

LABRADOR, 19 months old, good 
with children, KC reg, £400. 01902 
670499/07541 210980. 

LABRADOR PUPPIES Yellow 
girls, 9 wks. Trained obedience, 
after sales, vaccinate, microchip. 
£350. Billy Wilson 07932 654861. 

LHASO APSO PUPPIES, ready 
now, both parents can be seen, 
wormed, £350. 07725 266834. 

SHIH TZU Puppies. KC reg, ready 
now. £500. 

01902 495755 or 07710 582755. 

SHIH TZU pups, excellent pedi¬ 
gree, parents can be seen, 2 girls, 
2 boys, ready, £400. 07742 917082. 

SHIH-TZU PUPPIES good 
colours, boys £300, girls £350. 
07944 020903. 01902 574258. 

WORKING Patterdale Terrier 
puppies, game keeper bred, £200. 
07793 366224. 

self catering 
holidays 

GREAT YARMOUTH CHALET 

sleeps 6, nr Sea & amusements 
From £75pw. 0121 5884315 

NEW QUAY Wales. Pet friendly 
chalets from 225pw. Also lodges 
available. Call 01545 580 239 
woodlandsnewquay.co.uk 


property 


accommodation to 
let 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup- 
’ ‘ ' particulars of premises to 


Plying p 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 

DUDLEY PORT Tipton, studio 
flat, self contained, DG, £75pw. 
DSS possible. 07932 773540. 


FLAT TO LET 
WEDNESFIELD 

Fully furnished and 
refurbished to a high stan¬ 
dard With off road parking. 
Would suit working Gent aged 
45 plus. £80pwk. 

01902 304258. 


FULLY FURNISHED en-suite 
rooms, from £85pw all bills 
included. DSS ok with guarantor. 
07775 801766. 


LAST CHANCE TO ATTEND THIS ONCE IN A LIFETIME AUCTION EVENT 

OLYMPICS & LIQUIDATION 
2012 bzbbi STOCKS 


REMAINING CONTENTS OF OLYMPIC VILLAGE - 
VARIOUS SPORTS VENUES - PUBLIC AND VIP 
AREAS - CONTENTS OF TILBURY AND STEVENAGE 
DISTRIBUTION WAREHOUSE 


KEVIN FRANCE UPHOLSTERY 
JADE CLASSIC WING CHAIRS 
MAJOR GARDENING DISTRIBUTOR 
& IMPORTER 


MONDAY 11TH MARCH both auctions start at io.3oam sharp 

a VIEWING: SAT 9TH MARCH 10AM - 4PM 

SATURDAY 16TH MARCH fri isth march ioam - pm 

ALL ITEMS MUST BE SOLD REGARDLESS OF LOSS - EVERYBODY WELCOME - FREE ADMISSION 


WAREHOUSE 

NEW DEXION TYPE WAREHOUSE / SHOP RACKING - 
PALLET TRUCKS, WAREHOUSE TROLLEYS, GLOVES, 
HI-VIZ JACKETS, HARD HATS, PADLOCKS, TRAFFIC 
SIGNS, WATERPROOF SOCKETS, EMERGENCY LIGHTING, 
TRADESMANS TOOLS, 100’S OF EXTENSION LEADS, 
MULTI PLUG ADAPTERS, LONG REACH LEADS. LARGE 
QUANTITY OF GENERATORS - SUPER SILENT, DIESEL 
AND PETROL GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS AND MUCH 
MUCH MORE 

OFFICE & PUBLIC AREAS 

STACKABLE CONFERENCE CHAIRS, VARIOUS OPEN 
BOOKCASES, 100’S OF EXECUTIVE CHAIRS & OFFICE 
DESKS, WIPE BOARDS, NOTICE BOARDS, LAMINATORS, 
LABORATORY HIGH TIER DESKS, CLOCKS, MODULAR 
RECEPTION CENTRES, INFORMATION/PLASMA TV & 
INFORMATION STANDS, 100’S OF PERSONAL SAFES, 
STAINLESS STEEL MEDICAL TROLLEYS & MEDICINE 
LOCKERS, EXECUTIVE DIGITAL BOARD ROOM SAFES, 
DEMOUNTABLE OFFICE PARTITIONING, SHARP SAFE 
BOXES, PROFESSIONAL FIRST AID KITS, 100’S OF 
DESKTOP & PEDESTAL FANS, HIGH VELOCITY FANS. 

SITE SECURITY 

3 IN 1 THERMAL WATERPROOF JACKET AND TROUSER 
SETS, WORK WEAR - LINED FLEECED COATS, DENIM 
JACKETS, BOOTS, VESTS, FIRST AID KITS, SITE TRAFFIC 
MANAGEMENT SIGNS, HI-VIZ JACKETS, TORCHES, 
MEGA PHONES, HAZARD TAPE, STRAP & WRAP 
MACHINES, 2 DOOR LOW MEDIUM & HIGH LEVEL, 
CHANGING ROOM LOCKERS. 


WHITE GOODS / GARDENING ETC. 

1 DOMESTIC APPLIANCES & CATERING CONFERENCE 
& CANTEEN TABLES VARIOUS SIZES, 100’S OF STACKING 
CHAIRS, OBLONG FOLD OUT TABLES - 100’S OF BOXED 
FLAT PACK DINING CHAIRS - DELONGHI & KENWOOD 
" ESPRESSO MACHINES, COFFEE MAKERS - CHEFS - 

[ FOOD PROCESSORS & MIXERS - TOASTERS & KETTLES - 
SMOOTHIES - BLENDERS - MICROWAVES - HOOVER 
FRIDGES - FRIDGE FREEZERS - CHEST FREEZERS - SIDE 
BY SIDES - WASHING MACHINES - CONDENSER TUMBLE 
DRYERS - DISHWASHERS - LARGE QUANTITY OF LAWN 
MOWERS - PETROL & ELECTRIC FLYMO - QUALCAST - 
MCCULLOCH - PETROL CHAINSAWS - BRUSHCUTTER 
STRIMMERS - SHREDDERS - G-VACS - MANY NEW 
BOXED WARRANTED - UPRIGHT & CYLINDER VACUUM 
CLEANERS - CATERING EQUIPMENT, STAINLESS STEEL 
AND TITANIUM, HEAVY DUTY, KNIFE SETS, CUTLERY 
SETS, SAUCEPAN SETS, GRIDDLES, FRYERS, LADLES, 
WATER HEATERS ETC. 

SUITES & SOFAS 

KEVIN FRANCE HIGH QUALITY TRADITIONAL 
3PC SUITES - RECLINER SUITES - CORNER GROUPS - HIGH 
QUALITY WING CHAIRS, CLASSIC & OCCASIONAL CHAIRS, 
LA-Z-BOY CANCELLED ORDERS - IN FABRIC AND LEATHER 
- ITALIAN ITALIAN NUTREND QUALITY LEATHER SUITES - 
DEBRA ITALIAN SUITES - OVER 200 SUITES TO GO. 

MEMORABILIA / EVENTS 

LARGE EVENTS TABLES, PATIO SETS, BISTRO SETS, LARGE 
PARASOLS & STANDS, BENCHES & PUBLIC AREA SEATING, 
VARIOUS MEMORABILIA FROM OPENING & CLOSING 
CEREMONIES. 


— Auction to be held at: 

W' ro BFC Furniture Outlet 

Unit 2, Bull Lane, Western Way, Wednesbury, Birmingham WS10 8RR ^==3 
^ Tel: 0121 505 5829/07554 964293/07980 979736 

W Email: auction@bfcgroup.co.uk «**»«* 

Web: www.bfcgroup.co.uk 


HALESOWEN Self contained 
single studio. Car park, C/H, 
£295pcm. Bowens 0121 708 0113 
No DSS or Pets 

HOUSE TO LET Marlow Close, 
Netherton, 3bed semi, £575pcm. 
no DSS 01902 324480. 

LODGER Dudley, large furnished 
room, suit mature working, all 
facilities £60pw. 07851 608515. 

OLDBURY/ROWLEY REGIS. 
Modern 2 bed flat, DSS consid¬ 
ered. Call/text 07779 615293. 

ONE BEDROOM FLAT, Stockton 
Court, Coseley. Clean and tidy. 
£80 per week. DSS over 35 
welcome. Call 07983 965589. 

THREE BED house, GCH, DG, 
Tipton, DSS welcome, deposit 
required. £120pw. 07972 712711 

TIPTON One bed flat, DG, unfur¬ 
nished, DSS considered. Call / 
text for details 07900 248019. 

TWO BED and 3 bed houses, 
Springfield, Wolverhampton, 
DSS considered. 07855 590799. 

WEDNESBURY, DARLASTON - 
Rooms from £75pw incl. most 
bills, own shower. No DSS. 
Call 0121 3300 900 

WOMBOURNE 1 bed flat, garage, 
garden, shed, ground floor, £100 
pw. No DSS. 01902 500228. 



EAST RHYL 

Corner 4 bed detached 
bungalow, close to seafront. 
Large porch, lounge, dining 
room, kitchen/diner, conserva¬ 
tory, utility, store rooms, family 
bathroom, separate toilets, 
GCH, coal fire, DG, garage, 
enclosed gardens 

with ponds. 

Close to all amenities/bus 
routes. 

£185,000.01745 353559. 
fire stationl@hotmail.co.uk 


■ □ o r 

•i * 

LOW HILL 

New estate, eco friendly 2 bed 
house, with conservatory, 
excellent condition. 
Details and photos 
lornabdt@yahoo.co.uk 
£98,500 ono. 

01902 866280. 


mobile homes 


wtmiM 

MOBILE HOME 

2 bedrooms. 
Kitchen/diner. 

Lovely lounge. 

Lovely views 
at the Harrows, Coven. 
£90,000. 

01902 703570. 


MOBILE HOME 

One bed, Coven Heath. Fitted 
kitchen, fitted wardrobes, 
immaculately decorated. Own 
drive, private garden, over 
50’s, no dogs. Must see. 
£50,000 ono 

07955 614242 / 01902 791233. 



PARK HOME COSFORD 

On select site. 

Two double bedrooms. 

En suite. Separate bathroom. 
Lounge. Kitchen. 
Dining room. Utility. 

No chain. 

£120,000 ono. 
Telephone 07952 286685. 

properties wanted 


PROPERTY NEEDED for long 
term let. We will pay above 
market rent for the right prop¬ 
erty. Call Lucy 07834 686561 
PROPERTY WANTED any condi¬ 
tion. Long term let. Guaranteed 
above market rent paid for right 
property. Call Sarah on 
0121 526 6410 


overseas property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 


business 


public & legal 
notices 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 
Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email m.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


motoring 


accessories & 
services 

mobile mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches 
and cambelts. 07747 848469. 


cars over £1500 


. 


AUDI A3 FSi 1.6, 2004, 56k, blue, 
fsh, climate control, sports pack, 
2 owners from new, immaculate, 
£4,995 ono. 07917 343677 

AUDI A4 1.8SE Saloon, 67,000 
miles, full Audi service history, 
tax/MoT Aug, pristine condition, 
1 owner, £2,250 ono. 07974 282604 

AUDI A4 1.8T Convertible, 2007, 
silver with black roof, tax, MoT, 
61k, fsh, 2 owners, excellent con¬ 
dition, £8,300. 07929 946266. 

BMW 1 SERIES 2007, 2.0, diesel, 
3dr, 95,000 miles, excellent con¬ 
dition, silver / green. £6,250. 
01902 375784. 

BMW 325Ci Sport, auto, coupe, 
silver, MoT, taxed, 75k, 03 reg, 
leather interior, £3,250. 01902 
846812. 07843 045716. 


EXCELLENT CONDITION 


BMW 525 DIESEL SE 

2006 plate. 
Black. FU11 leather. 

M sport alloys. 
Taxed. MoT’d. FSH. 

£7,495 ono. 

01902637376/07943 
787574. 


EXCELLENT CONDITION 


CITROEN C4 COUPE TURBO 
VTS 

05,74k, black metallic, abs, e/w, 
e/m, a/c, fsh, c/1, cruise control, 
pas, diesel, alloys, CD 
changer. Excellent condition. 
£3,800. 

07824 640937. 


CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 
2.0HDI 

Fsh, pas, air con, electric 
windows, electric mirrors, 
reversing sensors, towbar, 
rc/1, long MoT. 

£2,500 ono. 

07535 033625. 


Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


FIAT GRANDE PUNTO 1.4, 

petrol, auto, 57 reg, 28,400 miles, 
5dr, metallic blue, a/c, fsh, rc/1, 
MoT Jan 2014, tax June 2013, 
alloys, £3,450. 07815 620423. 

FIAT IDEA multijet 1248CC 04, 
diesel, MoT, tax, 71,000 miles, 
electric windows, air con, good 
condition £1,795. 01902 659043. 



FIAT PUNTO 
ACTIVE SPORT 

2004, 55,000 miles, black, abs, 
electric windows, airbag, fsh, 5 
months MoT, metallic paint, 
pas, 6 months tax, alloys, CD, 
petrol, Active Sport, very nice 
car. 


£1,800 ono. 
07905 247116. 


FIESTA ZETEC 1.6S 
SPORT 

30th Anniversary, 2007, 23,500 
miles, excellent condition, one 
owner, alloys, all leather, 
tax/MoT. 

£5,400. 

07875 491885. 


FORD FIESTA Titanium 1388cc, 
09 plate, blue, Petrol, 5-dr, 23,000 
miles, excellent condition£6,750. 
01902 743099/07742 018128. 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 GHIA 

2005, auto, 100k miles, metallic 
blue, 5 door, MoT, new battery, 
Ghia refinements, 2 owners, 
good condition, 

genuine sale. 

£2,995 ono. 

01902 682353. 


FORD MONDEO 
SILVER, 1.8 ZETEC 

5 door. Hatchback. Petrol. Reg 
Sept 06. Full service book. 12 
months MoT. 40,000 
miles. When seen will buy. 
£3,750. 

01902 846931 


HONDA CRV2.0SE 
SPORT 

52 plate, petrol, silver, 86,000 
miles, tax Aug 2013, MoT July 
2013, fitted towbar, recent 
Honda service plus new rear 
disks and pads. 

£2,750 ono. 07954 440365. 


HONDA CRV WEST 12.0 
4X4, ESTATE 

Green, registered 07/09/2001, 
140,000 miles, petrol, excellent 
condition, manual, fsh, tax end 
April, 12 months MoT, 
CD player £2,000 ono. 
07864 029618. 


JAGUAR XJ6V6SE 

Auto, 2004, 43,000 miles, grey, 
abs, electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, air con, fsh, 
long MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, cruise control, 
pas, tax, alloys, stereo, CD, 
spots, leather interior, petrol, 
usual Jaguar 

refinements. 

£6,700 ono. 
01384483766. 


MAZDA RX8 PZ 
2007,19,000 genuine miles, full 
MoT, leather interior, full 
electrics, Bose sound system, 
Pro Drive alloys. 

£4,700 ono. 

01902 824793 / 07853 251745. 


MAZDA SACATA Family hatch¬ 
back, silver, good condition, MoT, 
tax, reliable, £2,995 ono. 01902 
895481. 

PEUGEOT 407 2.0HDi SE, blue, 56 
reg, 62,000 miles, 11 months MoT, 
s/h, excellent condition, £3,750 
ono. 01902 798314. 

RENAULT LAGUNA Estate. 1.8, 
53 plate, 76,000 miles, E/W, PAS, 
Tax, MoT, child locks, Burgundy. 
£900 ono. 07871 874395. 


RENAULT MEGANE 
CONVERTIBLE 2.0L 

2004(54), 54,400 miles, blue, fsh, 
alarm, long MoT, metallic 
paint, tax, alloys, stereo, 
petrol. 

£2,500 ono. 

07581086060. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 

07 reg., 3dr, 1.9TDi SRi 120, 
exterior pack, metallic silver 
blue, 70K miles, 12 months 
MoT, 1 year transferable AA 
mechanical warranty and SH. 
£5,250. 

07940 596933. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA1.8 SRi, 
sports hatch, 2006, MoT, Tax. XP 
Pack, excellent condition. £3,500. 
07792 503579. 


EXCELLENT CONDITION 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2L 


2004, 3 door, SXi, black, low 
mileage, 12 months MoT. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0, 2003, 
silver, three door, taxed and MoT, 
60k miles, £1,450 o.n.o. 07775 
330714. 


& 100% Confidential. No obligation 
5? Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


S^Free valuation. Free consultation 
5?Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LTR SXi 

Twinport, 2004 reg., black, 62,000 
miles, great condition, £2,400. 
07545 267820. 

VAUXHAL L CORSA 1.2 SXi, 51/02 
reg, 3dr, 69k genuine miles, full 
MoT. Lots spent. 3 owners. Lovely 
car. £1,625. 07850 113660. 



VAUXHALL CORSA SXi 
1.3 DIESEL 

57 reg, 78,000 miles, 5 door, 
a/c, e/w, CD, good condition. 


£4,450 ono. 


Telephone 07801729788. 


IMMACULATE 


VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.6 
DESIGN 

Registered 2010. 
Silver metallic. 

Top spec. 

38k miles, fsh. 

New tyres. 

MoT to March 2014. 
Tax to November 2013. 
Immaculate condition. 
£5,250 ono. 

01384 

254530. 


IMMACULATE 


VAUXHALL MERIVA, 55 reg, 
1364cc, 1 lady owner, MoT Sep¬ 
tember, good condition, £2,500. 
Telephone 01902 882953. 


VOLVO V50 SPORT ESTATE 

2005, fabulous looking, clean, 
excellent condition, fsh, tax 
October 2013, MoT December 
2013, 8,320 miles, two keys 
supplied, alloy wheels 
£4,750. 

07811478459. 


VW BEETLE convertible, 1.6 
Luna, 2007, blue, full MoT, 2 
months tax, new cambelt, reli¬ 
able, £5,825 ono. 07745 215566. 


VW BEETLE Convertible, 53,000 
miles, 04, excellent condition, 
full winter package, leather inte¬ 
rior, long MoT, light blue, £5,575 
ono. 07810 565357. 


VW GOLF GTi, 05 plate, red, some 
service history, tinted windows, 
tax, MoT, excellent condition, 
£6,200 ono. 07783 063697. 

VW POLO S80 5dr, 1.4, 2006, low 
mileage, FSH, tax and MoT, 
£4,995 ono. 01902 340770. 


cars under £1500 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 


ALFA ROMEO GTV 
2.0 T SPARK 

T reg, 1999, 67,000 miles, tax 
May, MoT October, metallic 
dark grey, CD, DVD player, 
excellent condition. 

£1,200 ono. 

Telephone 07581391179. 


BMA Established 25 years 
Wide range of vehicles 
£700-£1500. 

Full Mot / Warranties 
Major Credit cards 
www.bmamotors.co.uk 
01902 490555 
Dale St Bilston WV14 7JY 


CITROEN XSARA PICASSO, 02, 

2L HDI, 122,000 miles, green, 
MoT and tax, £750. 07733 551072. 

CITY ROVER, 04, taxed and MoT, 
30,000 miles, lovely looking car, 
new car forces sale, £1,050. o.n.o. 
01902 847139 or 07880 673491. 

FIAT PUNTO 1.2, 2002, 65,000 
miles, metallic grey, electric 
windows, air bag, pas, alloys, 
petrol, no tax, MoT April 2013, 
£950 ono. 07964 664399. 

FIAT SEICENTO SPORTING 
1108cc, 3dr hatch, low miles, 
yellow, full MoT, 6 months tax, 
EW. £475. 07847 510139. 

FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.25, 2000, 
49,000 miles, green, 9 months 
MoT, 3 months tax, alloys, petrol, 
£600. 01384 265429. 

FORD FOCUS GHIA 51 reg., 
metallic blue, very good condi¬ 
tion, MoT and tax. £1,195. 

07790 480811. 

FORD FOCUS GHIA 51 reg., 
metallic blue, very good condi¬ 
tion, MoT and tax. £1,295. 

07790 480811. 

FORD GALAXY LX, N reg., 
Taxed and MoT’d. Many new 
parts fitted, 3 owners. £500. o.n.o. 
07857 717674. 

FORD KA, alloy wheels, 51, 
spares/repair, £350 ono. 

01922 402706. 

FORD KA Collection, 1.3, 53 Reg, 
black, a/c, pas, excellent condi¬ 
tion, 62k, tax, 11 months MoT, 
new tyres, £1,250. 07559 345486. 

FORD MONDEO ESTATE, 1.8 
petrol, 1999, MoT November, tax 
June, high mileage, £395. 

Telephone 07539 651471. 

JAGUAR XJ6 Executive, 3.2, 
147,000 miles, MoT Feb 14, tax, 
£1,200 ono. 

0121 5200153 - 07977 017963 
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LONDON THEATRE 
BREAKS 

Choose your show, price band* 
and how you want to travel 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £129. 95 
Dine and Dance from £139. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance before heading 
back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you 
will see the evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for 
Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £139." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £189. 95 
Theatre Weekend from £189. 95 

These popular theatre packages to the West End depart from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two 
nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) 
and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the Theatre Showstopper 
package or choose your price band for the Saturday evening performance with the Theatre 
Weekend package. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure please call 
(01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 



FREELANDER DIESEL 

Hardback V reg, 
Only two owners. 

One owner since 2000. 
MoT to September. 
Taxed until October 2013. 
159,800k. 

Well maintained. FSH. 

£1,250 ono. 

07724 265050. 


MG ROVER 75, BMW engine, 51 
reg, MoT, blue, lots of car for 
money. £800 ono. 07988 129831. 
Wolverhampton. 

NISSAN MICRA 1.2 N reg., tax and 
MoT, alloys, very clean car, runs 
well. £300 ono. 

07856 470534. 

PEUGEOT PARTNER, 02, diesel, 
red, MoT, tax till end March, £900 
ono. 01902 662503. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2 Dynamique, 
2005, blue, 55,000 miles, tax and 
MoT May, a/c, sunroof, £1,495. 
07980 201808 


RENAULT CLIO 1.6, 16v, 
2002, 100,000 miles, silver 
electric windows, central 
locking, sunroof, CD, 
petrol. MoT expired Dec, 
runner. £750 ono. 

07890 030952. 


RENAULT CLIO M reg., 1.4RT 
Auto, full MoT, genuine 26,000 
miles, previous MoT’s, very good 
condition £595 ono. 07544 069871. 

RENAULT LAGUNA 

DYNAMIQUE 02 plate, diesel, 
very clean, no problems, MoT 
Oct. £900. 01384 822693. 

RENAULT MAGANE Coupe 
Sport, 45,615 miles, blue, petrol, 
leather, 6 months MoT, 4 months 
tax, £500 ono. 01902 565136. 

RENAULT SCENIC Monaco, 
1995cc, excellent condition, 
leather seats, 8 months tax and 
MoT, £1,495. 01384 823439. 

ROVER 414 (1.4), S-reg, 5-dr, Mot, 
Tax, PAS, CD. Excellent, reliable 
clean/tidy.£475 ono. 07796 286329 

ROVER 45 1.4,2000 W reg, MoT Jan 
2014, 95K, full electrics, alloys, 
drives superb, immaculate 
in/out, £450. 07779 896275. 

ROVER 45 51 plate, 2.0 diesel, 
105,000 miles, good condition, 
MoT April, £495 ono. 

07917 794430. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6, 16V 5dr, 
petrol, Y reg, 2001, MoT May, tax 
April, good condition, £650 ono. 
07730 871076. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0, V reg, 
MoT September, tax June, used 
daily but needs little work, £300 
ono. 01384 251328. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 2001, 973cc, 
tax Mar, MoT Apr, drives well, 
£795 ono. 07740 820154. 

VAUXHALL TIGRA 98, 1.6, 9 
months MoT, 3 months tax, silver, 
new tyres, great runner, £525 ono. 
07854 375922 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 2L diesel, 
12months MoT. Very 
good condition. Any trial, £1,275 
ovno. 07766 832893. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA DI, 1999, 
100k, tax, MoT, alloys, excellent, 
£895 ono. 07885 255221. 

VW GOLF 1.6, X reg, 4 door, black, 
145,000 miles, petrol, MoT July, 
good condition £699 ono 
07971 984186 


classic cars 



HONDA PRELUDE 


1989, 2.0 Classical, white, 
only 94,000 miles, full electrics, 
alloys, owned for 9 years, ulti¬ 
mate reliability, 

12 months MoT, taxed till 
March, 

£1,100. ovno 
first to see will buy. 

01922 415554.07710 997291. 

commercial 

vehicles 

FORD IVECO BOX VAN, 51 Reg, 
full MoT, 6 months tax, reliable 
truck, £1,800. 01902 338571. 
FORD TRANSIT 11 Seats plus 
wheelchair, MoT until Aug 16, 
172,000k, £1,750. 07947 603890. 


LOOK 


FORD TRANSIT 2.5 LITRE 
DIESEL 12 SEATER MINI 
BUS. 

PReg. 

Fair condition. 

MoT and Tax. 

Very good runner. 
Regularly maintained. 

£800 ono. 

01902609608/07957 
617779. 


LOOK 


FORD TRANSIT TIPPER for sale, 
no tax or MoT, excellent engine 
and working tipper, £500 ono. 
07806 794286. 


PEUGEOT 206 1.4 HDT, 2005, MoT, 
£1,850. T 

01922 495631 or 07768 841443. 
PEUGEOT 206 1.9 diesel van, 
83,000 miles, 12 months MoT, 
immaculate condition, £895. 
07934 638033. 

PEUGEOT PARTNER VAN, 2 

litre, HDi, 54 reg, white, tax, MoT, 
excellent condition, £1,250. 
Telephone 07768 620986. 
VAUXHALL ASTRA Van, 1.7, 
diesel, 51 reg, taxed and MoT’d, 
£650 ono. 07961 753439. 
VAUXHALL ASTRA Van, 1.7, 
diesel, 51 reg, taxed and MoT’d, 
£650 ono. 07961 753439. 


driving tuition 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


motorbikes 


GILERA RUNNER 125, 2007, 12 
months MoT, 8 months tax, good 
runner, £850. 01902 827562. 

HONDA CUB 90, 2001, 12 months 
MoT and tax, 4,400 miles, like 
new, £1,500. 01902 654423 

LAMBRETTA GP 200 (CIL) full 
rebuild, new engine, lots of stain¬ 
less extras, tax, MoT, immacu¬ 
late, white, £2,600. 07828 696495. 

WANTED. British and Japanese 
classic motorbikes, parts and 
spares. Private buyer, cash paid. 

Call 01902 562154 or 07898 
774008. 

/ \ 

scrap vehicles 


1st CHOICE 



01902 562853 
07977 499516 IWl 
07895 346811- 24hr S 


CHRIS 
PAYS CASH 
TODAY 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate 
of destruction. 

Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries C«|ll Chris: 



01902 659775 - evenings 


MCB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 

VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts available at all times 


M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


vehicles wanted 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for your unwanted car 
/ van 01902 495758 / 07903 549849 
OLD CAR, Motorcycle or Bicycle 
wanted 1900 - 1972 by collector. 
Good price paid. 

01743 718939. 



business & 
professional 


CHALLINORS SOLICITORS has a 

vacancy for an experienced prop¬ 
erty valuer at our Halesowen 
office. It is envisaged this would 
be on a part-time basis, but all 
options would be considered. 
Salary negotiable. Contact infor¬ 
mation is Challinors, Guardian 
House, Cronehills Linkway, West 
Bromwich B70 8SW or email 
Helen.jarvis@challinors.co.uk 


courses 


employment 

wanted 



BILLY THOMAS 

HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 






TOP GEAR DRIVER 
TRAINING 
DSA QUALIFIED 
INSTRUCTORS 

LGV/PCV, MINIBUS, B+E 
TRAINING 

INTENSIVE CAR TRAINING 
INTENSIVE COURSES, 

1-1 TUITION 
FREE ASSESSMENTS, 
DRIVER CPC TRAINING 
FREE MEDICAL WHEN BOOKING 
A RIGID AND ARTIC COURSE 
AT THE SAME TIME. 

0121 585 0834 

Topgear-hgv@btconnect.com 


A MATURE 
HARD WORKING 

Trustworthy, professional 
and reliable lady. 

Work history: Police and 
Prison Officer, Personal Carer 
and Community 

Volunteer. 

Holding a full clean driving 
licence with mini bus licence. 
Seeks House sitting, pet 
care,companion position. 
Full or part time. 

Box Number P18385, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 

ACTIVE PENSIONER SEEKS 

employment. Part time van 
driving, clean license. 01902 
332968. 07842 431058. 

BRICKLAYER REQUIRES full 
time work. New builds, exten¬ 
sions, garden walls etc. Own 
transport. Call 07871194208. 
CARPENTER requires full time 
work, over 25 years experience. 
Property maintenance, kitchens, 
second fix, etc. 07761 501701. 


engineering 


AN EXPANDING Dudley client 
requires a Toolmaker to work 
and develop with prototype 
tooling for the communications 
and technologies sectors. CAD 
advantageous 24K - 26K. Jobs @ 
Pertemps 01384 211181 


motor trade 


HGV MECHANIC REQUIRED 

Must be experienced, To work on 
modern Vehicles, hours & Wages 
Negotiable. 

Mick 07767 358700. 


HGV TRAILER FITTER 
REQUIRED Must be experi¬ 
enced To work on modern Trail¬ 


ers, hours & Waj. 
Mick 07767 35870C 


Negotiable. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

1. Midland News Association Limited All publications in this group are published 
by the Midland News Association Limited, registered office Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton WV1 1ES (‘the Company’) and this is the address to which any 
notices should be sent. 

2. Acceptance The Company will only accept advertising on these standard terms 
and no other contract terms or conditions will apply other than those which are 
implied by statute and cannot lawfully be excluded. In particular the Company 
will not accept advertising on the basis of advertiser’s terms and conditions. 

3. Content of Advertisements All advertisements must be legal decent honest and 
truthful. Advertisements must comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes under the general supervision of the Advertising 
Standards Authority. Advertisements must comply with the requirements of all 
current legislation including but not limited to the following:- All advertisements 
must clearly differentiate between trade and private advertising as required by 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Advertisements offering 
credit or hire facilities must comply with the Consumer Credit (Advertisement) 
Regulations 1980. 

All descriptions of goods must be accurate and in no way infringe the provisions 
of the Trades Descriptions Act 1968. 

Advertisements must not contain any material which is defamatory. You must 
have permission to use any material contained in your advertisement and must 
not infringe the copyright moral rights or any other right of any third party. 

The Company reserves the right to refuse to carry any advertisement or to 
require amendment of any advertisement in its absolute discretion. 

4. Appearance of Advertisements Whilst the Company makes every effort to 
comply with requests, publication on a particular date or in a particular position 
cannot be guaranteed. The Company reserves the right to alter, suspend, cancel 
or reject an advertisement at its discretion even after the same has been accepted 
for publication without being liable to compensate you. You will not be charged 
for any advertisement which does not appear. If only a part of a series of 
advertisements appears you will only be charged for the advertisements in the 
series which actually appear. The Company does not guarantee the publication 
or extent of supporting editorial and your obligation to pay for advertising will 
not under any circumstances be dependent upon the appearance or content of 
editorial. No liability will be accepted for non-appearance of editorial. The 
Company does not guarantee that advertising will not appear for similar or the 
same subject matter to your advertisement and no liability shall be accepted as 
a result of such advertising appearing. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to 
provide any amended copy, whether by electronic or other format, and the 
Company does not guarantee that it will be able to or will agree to modify, amend 
or alter any file or copy supplied to it. 

5. Liability The Company’s liability for any loss or damage caused by any error or 
omission in the advertisement or any other breach of contract shall not in any 
circumstances exceed a full refund of any price paid by the advertiser to the 
Company for the publication of the advertisement or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of the same type as that which originally appeared. 
Where a series of advertisements is booked the Company’s liability shall not in 
any circumstances exceed the value of the first advertisement in the series. In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the publication of the 
advertisement the Company will either re-publish the advertisement or the 
relevant parts of the advertisement or make a reasonable refund of or adjustment 
to the cost of the advertisement. If the error does not materially detract from 
the advertisement then no re-publication, refund or adjustment will be made. It 
is the advertiser’s responsibility to check the content of advertisements and the 
Company will not accept any liability for loss or damage, or obligation to 
republish or make a refund or adjustment, arising from re-publication of an 
advertisement containing an error, misprint or omission which has not been 
identified by the advertiser after first publication. 

6. Box numbers The Company accepts no liability for loss or damage caused by 
delay in forwarding or omission to forward to the advertiser replies to Box 
Numbers. Box Numbers must not be used for sending goods, distributing 
circulars or communications from agents. The Company reserves the right to 
open and inspect all replies to Box Number and to destroy goods, circulars of 
communications from agents which are discovered during an inspection. 

7. Inspection The Company shall be entitled at any time to inspect any goods or 
services advertised and may decline to carry further advertising if such 
inspection is not permitted or if in the Company’s opinion the provision of further 
advertising facilities is not appropriate in view of the nature or quality of the 
goods or services. 

8. Indemnity The advertiser, including any advertising agency involved in placing 
any advertisement, warrants that it has permission to use for publication by 
electronic and printed means all material which is included in the advertisement. 
The advertiser and any advertising agency involved in placing any advertisement 
agree to indemnify the Company in respect of all charges, costs, claims or 
damage arising out of the publication of the advertisement, whether the same 
result from actual or threatened legal action or from some other cause. 

9. Cancellation On a request for cancellation or amendment of a classified 
advertisement being accepted, you will be given a cancellation or amendment 
number which must be quoted in all subsequent correspondence. Payment of 
the originally agreed price will be required in full for any advertisement in relation 
to which the advertiser is unable to supply a valid cancellation or amendment 
number. Cancellation can only be accepted if the Company is notified of the 
cancellation by no later than the following deadlines:- 

Lineage, Semi Display - By no later than 6.30pm on the working day prior to 
publication. Advertisements to appear on Monday must be cancelled by 10 am 
on the preceding Saturday 

Classified Display - By no later than 24 hours before the date of publication 
Colour/Features - By no later than 10 clear days before the date of publication 
To cancel Lineage, Semi Display and Classified Display advertisements please 
telephone 01902 317878. To cancel Colour/Features advertisements please 
speak to the Representative through whom the advertisement was booked. 

10. Rates Advertising rates are as laid out in the Company’s current rate card which 
is available on request from the Company’s offices. The rates may be varied 
from time to time in the Company’s absolute discretion and without prior 
notification of the intended variation. The revised rate will be charged for any 
advertising ordered after the date of variation. 

All gross advertising rates except classified lineage and semi-display are subject 
to a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance levy payable by advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory system administered by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. 

11. Payment The Company reserves the right to require pre-payment as a condition 
of any advertisement being published. Where pre-payment is not required unless 
different credit terms have been agreed with the advertiser in writing payment 
must be made within 14 days of the date of issue of the Company’s invoice. An 
additional £2.00 booking charge will be payable if the invoice is not paid in full 
within this 14 day period. 

Any additional credit facilities which are offered are at the Company’s absolute 
discretion. The advertiser's liability shall be for the full amount of all advertising 
ordered and shall not be limited to the amount of any credit limit which the 
Company may impose. 

Payment may be made by [method] cash, cheque or credit/debit card. The 
advertiser’s obligation to pay for other items on an account shall not be affected 
by the existence of any query over an individual item within that account. 

12. Data Protection Act The advertiser’s details will be retained by the Company for 
the purposes of administering our accounts records and so that the Company 
may notify the advertiser of future advertising opportunities which may be of 
interest to you. By placing advertising with the Company the advertiser agrees 
to your details being used for this purpose. 

13. Applicable Law These conditions of acceptance shall be governed by and 
interpreted in accordance with the law of England and Wales. 
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Hales’ win 
sees them 
out of the 
drop zone 

Telford 2 Old Halesonians 3 

OLD HALESONIANS 
men’s hockey seconds timed 
their first away league win of 
the season to perfection. 

They beat Telford to climb 
out of the relegation places 
and put their opponents into 
the bottom two. 

Hales dominated the early 
exchanges, preying on their 
opponents’ nervousness. 
Hales’ excellent passing was 
rewarded when Graham 
Knight slammed the ball 
home. 

Knight and Ash Underhill 
went close, but Telford lev¬ 
elled from a short corner. 
After the initial short strike 
was deflected, Mark Rigby’s 
loose touch fell to a Telford 
forward who placed the ball 
past Steve Charlton in the 
Hales goal. 

Hales re-grouped at half 
time. Knight claimed his 
second goal and Tom Durn- 
ford scored from a corner to 
give Hales a 3-1 lead. 

Charles Palmer fired wide 
and Chris Hardy saw an 
effort saved. 

Hales stepped off the gas, 
and Telford pulled a goal 
back. Hales defended for 
their lives for the final few 
minutes, and were delighted 
to hear the final whistle. 

Results: Old Hales ladies firsts 2 
Harborne 7; Old Hales ladies seconds 
0 Barford Tigers 2; Telford 2 Old Hales 
thirds 4; Old Hales fourths 2 Sutton 
Coldfield 1; Old Hales fifths 2 Old Sil- 
hillians 1. 

Tigers win 
title at Old 
Halesonians 

Old Halesonians Ladies 0 
Barford Tigers Ladies 2 

BARFORD LADIES trav¬ 
eled the short distance to 
local rivals Old Halesonians 
ladies seconds for what was 
destined to be a title¬ 
winning game for the Tigers 
girls. 

Needing only a point to 
secure top place in Worces¬ 
tershire Division Three and 
promotion in their first 
season, Tigers began well 
with wingers Roohi Faruque 
and Stacey Nash launching a 
series of attacks. 

Tigers - yet to concede a 
goal all season - also with¬ 
stood Old Hales pressure. 

They opened the scoring 
when Nash won a penalty 
corner and Faruque lifted 
the ball into the top corner. 

Barford struck again as a 
fine exchange of passes saw 
the ball fizzed across the D 
for Bianca Homer to sweep it 
first time into the net. 



Steph Wem looks to cross as Halas push toward goal 


Revenge win after cup loss 


Halas Hawks Ladies 3 Redditch Ladies 1 

A HALAS team able to field only 10 



Halas secured all three Birmingham 
County Premier Division points, 
despite falling behind. 


It was always going to be a difficult 
encounter for a side weakened by 
injuries. 

Halas were under pressure from the 
whistle, but were kept in the game by 
the woodwork and several crucial saves 
from Gemma Scriven. But Redditch 
took a deserved lead following some 
indecision in the Halas defence. 


Halas Hawks 


Kicking down the slope in the second 
half, Halas came more into the game 
and, following a Katie Monk corner, 
Sam Whittaker crowned a fine display 
with a headed equaliser. 

The next goal was crucial and it went 
to Halas when a long distance shot 
from Tracey Haycock looped into the 
top corner. 

Further chances were made by both 
teams but the game was made safe 
when Tash Berry put Haycock through 
to score her second goal. 


Halas Hawks U17 Girls 0 
Stourbridge U17 Girls 2 
Stourbridge U17 Girls 0 
Halas Hawks U17 Girls 1 

Halas Hawks did surprisingly well in 
this double-header against Stour¬ 
bridge. It was only their second outing 
of the year, but they passed the ball 
with confidence and looked dangerous. 

Halas lost the first game 2-0. 
However, their heads did not drop and 
they emerged as winners in the second 
encounter with a well-taken goal from 
Kate Drew. Halas player of the match 
was Dulcey Williams, a constant threat 
down the left. 


Chelsea a Bridge too 
far for bland Baggies 



Marc-Antoine Fortune and Frank Lampard contest the midfield at Stamford Bridge 


Chelsea 1 Albion 0 


IF ALBION had to suffer a 40-point 
hangover, perhaps Stamford 
Bridge was as good a place as 
any to do it. 

Now the Baggies have to blow away the 
cobwebs quickly and find a new focus for 
what remains of a fabulous season, writes 
Steve Madeley. For Steve Clarke, a losing 
return to his spiritual football home made 
for a frustrating weekend. But the 
Hawthorns boss and Albion fans can surely 
forgive their players a lapse just seven days 
after hitting their primary pre-season target 
with three months to spare. 

Without ever fully tapping into the 
potency that made them European champi¬ 
ons less than a year ago, the Blues showed 
enough power and drive to see off Clarke’s 
men with relative ease, despite the scoreline 
suggesting a somewhat closer encounter. 

Agitated 

Yet for Albion fans, there was a lingering 
feeling of disappointment that their side 
had not pushed Chelsea just a little harder 
and given the critical home supporters 
something to really boo about. 

With agitated home boss Rafael Benitez 
the inevitable leading man and his players 
and their fans cast in key supporting roles, 
the Baggies were always destined to be 
merely extras in the latest instalment of the 
Chelsea soap opera. But Clarke and the 
travelling Baggies fans might have left won¬ 
dering whether their side could have done 
just a fraction more. 

There was more than enough endeavour, 
especially in a closely-fought final half-hour, 
to ensure Clarke’s men left the capital with 
positives to carry into important fixtures 
ahead. There was, however, just a nagging 
sense that the intensity that had crept back 
into their game in recent weeks was missing 
for long spells as the Blues were rarely 
required to switch into top gear. 

Albion never quite got to grips with the 


impish movement of the Chelsea midfield, 
with precocious Brazilian Oscar especially 
lively to force impressive Baggies keeper 
Ben Foster into several excellent saves. Nor 
did they treasure the ball sufficiently to 
trouble the Blues backline with real quality. 

That left Shane Long often cutting a 
lonely figure in attack and feeding off 
scraps, with the Irishman only receiving 
regular support once controversial striker 
Peter Odemwingie stepped off the bench in 
the final half-hour. 

If Long had to toil for a part in the game, 
Foster had no such trouble as he was tested 
frequently in front of England boss Roy 
Hodgson days after ending his international 
sabbatical. He twice denied Oscar in the 
early stages, blocking a close-range shot 
superbly before making a routine stop from 
a header. 

But, after opposite number Petr Cech had 


kept out a Steven Reid thunderbolt, Foster 
blotted his copybook as the Blues went 
ahead. Having pulled off another good save 
to concede a corner, he misjudged Oscar’s 
far-post cross from a short flag-kick; Gareth 
McAuley failed to stop David Luiz heading 
across goal and Demba Ba turned the ball 
home. 

Chelsea continued to hold the upper hand 
after the interval with Eden Hazard scream¬ 
ing for a penalty after tangling with Jonas 
Olsson. But the hosts could not find the 
killer second goal, meaning Cech’s instinc¬ 
tive stop to prevent a Cesar Azpilicueta own- 
goal was a scary moment for Benitez. 

Ultimately, however, the Baggies paid the 
price for a tame first half and Chelsea 
claimed a victory that, in spite of a tense 
final half-hour, was considerably more com¬ 
fortable than the single-goal winning 
margin suggested. 


Yeltz star duo 
continue the 
unbeaten run 

Rainworth 0 Halesowen Town 2 

HALESOWEN TOWN put in another fine 
performance in Nottinghamshire. They 
continued the excellent run which took 
them into March unbeaten. So assured 
were they on Saturday that Halesowen 
goalkeeper Paul Evans didn’t have a shot 
to save. 

The Yeltz showed signs of their intent on 
only two minutes when man-of the match 
Joe Hull had a header cleared off the line. 

They always looked dangerous in the 
first half with top goalscorer Ben Haseley 
and Luke Corbett linking up well. It was 
Haseley who outstripped the home 
defence on 22 minutes to set up Jean- 
Michel Gueyes to score from six yards out. 

Halesowen went further ahead on 43 
minutes when Corbett set up skipper Neil 
Barnfield, who finished to make it two. 

There was still time before the break for 
Haseley and Gueyes to combine in a 
flowing move with the latter lobbing the 
goalkeeper but seeing the ball hit the bar. 

After the break there wasn’t much goal¬ 
mouth action as Halesowen easily con¬ 
tained the home side. 

Another good display at Rainworth for 
both Haseley and Gueyes could bring 
further interest in the Yeltz’s star men. 

Haseley has 30 goals to his credit 
despite not finding the net on Saturday, 
while Gueyes has been the subject of 
interest from non-league top-flight side 
Tamworth. 


-Powell is 
a star in 
defeat 
for Halas 


Halas Hawks 


Boys League 
West Hagley U91 
Halas Hawks U9 East 0 

HALAS were edged out 1-0 
after a tight first half saw 
the hosts get the only goal. 

The second half continued 
in similar vein, with few 
chances. Halas player of the 
match was Tom Powell. 
Kingsley Olympic U9 West 2 
Halas Hawks U9 West 1 
West led as Jack Blakeway 
scored in the top corner but 
the home side equalised 
shortly afterwards. 

A wonder save from 
Kingsley’s keeper prevented 
Halas from regaining the 
lead but in the second half, 
Kingsley scored after a fine 
passing move to win. 

William Smith, in defence 
for the first time, was the 
Halas player of the match. 
Halas Hawks U10 West 1 
Withymoor Colts U10 West 0 
An evenly-fought contest 
was settled by Halas’ top 
scorer, Harvey Brookes. 

Altrin Alshiqi was their 
player of the match for a 
competitive performance in 
the middle of the park. 

Halas Hawks U11 East 3 
Wordsley Wasps U11 South 3 
A late Halas goal gave 
them a share of the points. 

Wordsley led only for 
Halas to level immediately 
through Charlie Greening. 

The visitors were 3-1 up at 
the break, but two Oliver 
Miller strikes squared it. 
Halesowen Town Colts U14 2 
Halas Hawks U14 3 
Halas won against a very 
good Halesowen side after 
both sides gave their all and 
played some good football. 

Halas led through 
Cameron Milne until early 
in the second half when 
Halesowen levelled from the 
spot. Cain Brissett prodded 
home from close range for 
Halas, but again Halesowen 
equalised. Halas won as 
Shane Billingham scored. 
Player of the match was 
keeper Daniel Johnson. 
Ettingshall Juniors U151 
Halas Hawks U15 7 
An early Halas goal set the 
tone and they led 3-1 at half¬ 
time with two goals from 
Dominic Hipkiss and a 
penalty from Dillon Mullan. 

Player of the match 
Hipkiss completed a hat- 
trick as goals came from 
Adam Higginson, Charlie 
Bagley and Jack Guest. 
Netherton Colts U16 0 
Halas Hawks U16 2 
Goals from Dan Willetts 
and Mitchell Tomlinson 
took Halas into the semi¬ 
final of the league cup. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 
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Revenge 

Halas bounce back 
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Bridge too far 

Bland Baggies fall 
to Chelsea defeat 
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Clarke’s 
fears on 
fitness 
of Brunt 

ALBION are sweating on 
the fitness of Chris Brunt for 
Saturday’s clash with 
Swansea after the captain 
pulled out of training again. 

The winger sat out Satur¬ 
day’s defeat at Chelsea with 
an ankle ligament injury 
picked up in the victory over 
Sunderland at The 
Hawthorns. 

And the Northern Ireland 
international was forced to 
abort an attempted return 
to training on Monday. 

Boss Steve Clarke said: 
“We thought Chris would 
train yesterday but he 
trained on Monday and still 
felt something. We have our 
fingers crossed. 

“He and Shane Long both 
twisted their ankles against 
Sunderland. Shane was still 
feeling a bit on Saturday at 
Chelsea but he’s OK.” 

Clarke revealed that a 
number of other Baggies 
players are nursing minor 
injuries but all are expected 
to be fit to face the Swans. 

“Claudio Yacob has a 
knock and hasn’t trained, 
but should be OK,” said the 
Hawthorns head coach. 
Steven Reid has a knock and 
hasn’t trained this week but 
should also be OK. 

“Jonas didn’t train on 
Monday, but trained on 
Tuesday and Youssouf 
Mulumbu had a migraine 
but he’s fine now. 

“Hopefully, everyone will 
be fine.” 

Meanwhile, Clarke has 
repeated his reluctance to 
allow Jerome Thomas out on 
loan despite continued 
interest from Blackburn 
manager Michael Appleton. 

Clarke said: “The size of 
the squad dictates every¬ 
thing for us. 

“I would be very, very, very 
surprised if any senior 
players left the squad now.” 

Tough test 
for Tigers 

BARFORD TIGERS hockey 
club have a big day on 
Sunday. 

They begin their defence 
of the England Hockey 
Mixed Plate title they won 
last season with a tough 
home game against 
Hampton at Hamstead Hall 
School (noon). 

Then at 2pm the club’s 
over-40s team tackle Bristol 
side Robinsons Veterans in 
the quarter-finals of the 
England Hockey Masters 
Cup. 

Several former and 
current internationals will 
be taking part. 

Title win - Page 39 



Ace! Four titles for Jordanne 


JORDANNE WHILEY made it four 
titles from two tournaments this year 
after winning both the women’s 
singles and doubles titles at the North- 
East tournament in Sunderland. 

Halesowen’s British No.2 justified 
her top seeding as she followed up 
victory at the North-West Challenge by 
claiming her second North-East title 
and the second ITF 2 Series singles 
title of her career. 

Whiley faced familiar opposition in 
Sunderland, beating the same two 
French players she faced at the North- 
West Challenge. After a bye into the 


Wheelchair tennis 


semi-finals, she eased past third seed 
Emilie Chene 6-1, 6-1 to move into a 
title decider against the second-seeded 
Christine Schoenn. Whiley won five 
games in succession to take the opener 
and then held off Schoenn in a tough 
second set to prevail 6-2, 7-5. 

The London 2012 Paralympics 
women’s doubles bronze medallist 
then took her tally of ITF 2 Series 
doubles titles to eight, partnering 17- 
year-old Lauren Jones. 

The two - finalists at last October’s 


Nottingham Indoor in their first tour¬ 
nament together - defeated fellow 
Britons Debbie Brazier and Val Fisher 
6-0, 6-1 in the semi-final. The final 
brought familiar opposition in Chene 
and Schoenn, but the top seeds eased 
through to a 6-1, 6-2 victory. 

“I can’t ask for much more than two 
singles and two doubles titles from my 
first two tournaments of 2013, so I’m 
very pleased,” said Whiley. 

“Christine put me under pressure in 
the second set in the singles, but I came 
through it and will go back to training 
happy.” 


YE1IZ RUN HALTED 
BY RED CARD BLOW 


Halesowen Town 1 Belper Town 3 
HALESOWEN battled hard but were unable to 
overcome the early blow of being reduced to 
10 men, defeat snapping their run of seven 
successive league victories. 

Play-off rivals Belper took an early lead on Tuesday night 
and extended their own long unbeaten sequence. With 


plenty at stake in a needle 
Evo-Stik North Division 
One South match, Belper’s 
Jon Froggatt struck just 
wide on the turn in the 
second minute. But the 
pivotal moment arrived 
after just 13 minutes with 
Halesowen falling behind to 
a penalty and reduced to 10 
men with a red card for 
Brendan Kelly. 

After home goalkeeper 
Paul Evans failed to claim 
Simon Harrison’s high free- 
kick, Richard Adams fired 
the loose ball towards goal. 

Handball 

The ball struck Kelly’s 
body in his attempt to clear 
the danger on the line with 
the defender’s hands down 
against his side. However, 
referee Scott Postin 
awarded a penalty for hand¬ 
ball and had no option but to 
send off Kelly. 

Evans managed to get a 
good hand to the resulting 
penalty, but Froggatt’s spot- 
kick trickled into the net. 

The Yeltz made an imme¬ 
diate tactical substitution 
with wide man Jean Michel- 
Gueyes sacrificed in favour 
of Tom Warmer. 

Halesowen responded 
well as captain Neil Barn- 
field intercepted in midfield 
after 26 minutes to set up 
Luke Corbett, but he went 
for glory and screwed his 
shot wide of goal. 

Aaron Griffiths then 
curled a fine 30th-minute 
free-kick from edge of the 


Halesowen Town 


area towards the near 
corner but goalkeeper Aaron 
Chapman clawed the ball 
away for a corner. For the 
visitors, Glyn Cotton hit a 
long range effort past the 
post two minutes later. 

The Nailers extended the 
lead after 39 minutes when 
centre-half Shaun Roulston 
powered home a free header 
from Harrison’s corner. 

Ten-man Halesowen 
never gave up in a brave 
second-half performance 
and in the 48th minute sub¬ 
stitute Warmer’s long free- 
kick was just turned around 
the post by Chapman. Five 
minutes later Ben Haseley 
worked his way between two 
defenders before lobbing 
onto the top of the bar. 

Halesowen went close 
again after a break from 
Warmer and Haseley led to 
Mitchell Botfield turning to 
shoot wide from a 78th- 
minute corner. Shaun Tuton 
struck in the 79th minute to 
make it safe for Belper. 

A crazy end to the game 
saw Haseley win two penal¬ 
ties for the Yeltz within 
three minutes. Haseley was 
hauled down by Roulston for 
the first penalty but 
Chapman saved with his legs 
as Haseley fired his spot- 
kick. Two minutes later, 
Haseley was brought down 
again. This time Corbett 
fired the penalty home. 


Old Hales clinch promotion with double win 



The Old Halesonians defence looks to stand firm during their promotion drive from the MRHA Midlands Premier 


OLD HALESONIANS men’s hockey 
firsts clinched promotion to Midlands 
Division One with a double victory. 

Old Hales needed a win and a draw 
from their weekend double-header - 
and did the job in style. 

They won 3-1 at home to Tamworth 
on Saturday before romping to a 5-1 
success at Old Silhillians the following 
day. 

Old Hales 3 Tamworth 1 

Hales started Saturday’s game in 
frenetic fashion. The fast end-to-end 
play meant Hales’ defence had to be 
on guard, with goalkeeper Alex Fraser 
making a couple of penalty corner 
saves. 

At the other end, the breakthrough 
came thanks to some good umpiring. 
Paul Woodall’s winding run ended 
when he was fouled close to goal, but 
an excellent advantage allowed Tom 


Bulteel to score. Bulteel added a 
second. His initial shot was saved, but 
he forced home the rebound. 

In the second half, Chris Hill’s hard 
cross was met by a diving Woodall and 
his deflected shot made it 3-0. 

Tamworth grabbed a consolation 
goal in the final few minutes. 

Old Silhillians 1 Old Halesonians 5 

Hales, now needing just a point to 
leave MRHA Midlands Premier, made 
just the start they wanted by scoring 
within minutes. A penalty corner was 
converted by injector Paul Harrold and 
signalled the start of a hammering. 

Hales scored three more within 20 
minutes, to take a 4-0 lead. 

Hill deflected a Bulteel cross into the 
net for his first goal of the game and 
swiftly added a second. He made a 
winding run which tore the home 
defence apart. Hales added a fourth 


when Bulteel capped a fine run by 
lashing his shot above the goal¬ 
keeper’s head. 

Old Silhillians responded and 
started to press Hales. The home team 
won a string of penalty corners but 
were unable to convert. 

Hales lost defender Mark Curzon, 
who was struck in the face. A later x- 
ray gave him the all-clear. 

In the second half, Hales found 
themselves on the back foot with their 
shuffled defence - Bulteel now at right- 
back - under pressure. 

Old Silhillians got a goal back, but 
Hales promptly grabbed their fifth 
through Harry Hughes. 

The final whistle was met with cele¬ 
brations as the win guaranteed Hales 
second place in MRHA West Midlands 
Premier and promotion. 
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Shannie Jennings with the 
ball for Halesowen 


Wake-up 
call for 
Ladies 

Santiago Belles 1 
Halesowen Town Ladies 3 

HALESOWEN had to face a 
serious threat to their 
unbeaten record in Birming¬ 
ham County Division Two, 
falling behind in the first 
two minutes. 

They thought, wrongly, 
that the referee had stopped 
play. First to react was 
keeper Vikki Jones, who 
saved the initial shot but 
couldn’t repel the second. 

It proved to be a wake-up 
call for Halesowen, who 
equalised 10 minutes later 
through Sian Whittall after 
a skilful pass by winger 
Shannie Jennings. 

The Yeltz squandered 
several chances but took the 
lead when Jennings found 
the net from a cross by 
Lyndsey Glover. 

Glover had a chance to 
make it three when Hale¬ 
sowen won a penalty for 
handball but her spot-kick 
smacked into the angle of 
post and bar. 

In the second half Hale¬ 
sowen displayed more 
vigour with the midfield of 
Dani Reade, Becky Jones, 
Glover and Jennings domi¬ 
nant. 

Glover made amends for 
her penalty miss, making it 
3-1 from a cross by Jo Butler. 
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Washer Broken 

Need Help Fast -? 
£ 10 Discount Over £50 


Domestic Appliance 
Repair Centre 

Homer Brothers Eleotrioal 



Same Day Call out to 

* Washers, Dryers, Cookers 

* Dishwashers, Ovens, Hobs * Fridge Freezer, LCD, Plasma 

* Microwave, Range Cookers 

* Integrated or Freestanding * All Makes, All Areas 

* Large Stocks of Spare Parts for DIY * Cooker & Gas Fire Repairs 











































